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From the Pastor’s Desk
And we’re back!
The Lakeshore Congregationalist is now making its triumphant return
after a COVID hiatus!
The following pages are bursting with announcements and updates on
how the church’s various projects are coming along and what our fellowship groups have been up to lately - just as we’ve come to expect from
the Lakeshore Congregationalist through the decades. But, I hope that
this particular newsletter isn’t received as just any other monthly newsletter, but that it brings you a deep sense of encouragement that the
church is reaching for a new stride that fits our place and time. Church
life and ministry have felt a little scattered over the past year and a half,
but God has been faithful and the church community has been far from
idle. These are holy times as we explore together what worship and
faithful community life look like going forward.

In that vein, I would like to invite you all to the Annual Fall Planning
Meeting on November 18th at 6:30pm! Traditionally (well, for the six
years we’ve been hosting such a meeting), this is the all-church gathering
where you can throw out ideas on projects and programs you would like
to see the church take on, name missions that we should consider supporting, talk about how we worship and fellowship, or even create some
space to talk about challenges and needed changes. The Fall Planning
Meeting is a fruitful time of open discussion among the congregation
about the future of the church body. This special time is far less formal
than the Annual Congregational Meeting in January, but far more intentional than just Coffee Hour chatting.
The Board of Ministry has several new ideas that we would like to bring
to our community for discussion, such as: developing a sustainable children’s and family ministry program, new music opportunities, and in
2022, it looks like we will be planning for a pastoral sabbatical. All huge
and exciting topics for our community.
Come and be a part of the conversation.
All together in Christ, Pastor Sarah
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Moderator’s Note
Greetings FCC Members and Friends,
Welcome back to the church newsletter. Your Board of Ministry has been busy these past few months and
we decided that we better tell you all what we have been doing and deciding.
As you may have already noticed, we have a new sign out on the front yard. It is currently waiting for
lighting. The old sign (which the City of Saugatuck Historic Commission determined to be “historically significant” because Carl Hoermann designed it in reflection of the old part of our building) has been moved up into
the garden by the grand entry. The hostas that were moved for the installation will be replanted in the garden, but the old sign will not be lit. Cindy Raue, Building Captain, is planning to use some of the hosta splits
around the new sign and a patio brick area will be installed under the sign to keep the mower away from the
posts.
Other projects and developments include:
• The stained glass window from the old sanctuary will be repurposed to create a new piece of small displayable artwork for the church.
• We are studying the front doors, either to make them more weather proof, or to replace them with doors
that are more weather proof.
• A sabbatical policy has been added to our Call Letter packet.
• Early stage planning of some sustainable future children & family ministry programs is happening.
• Next spring we will reseal and stripe both of our parking lots.
• The drain in the parking lot across the street is being cleaned out now.
• Electrical and acoustical work continues in the sanctuary to solve the feedback problem and restore the
brighter lighting.
Please read further in this newsletter about events and programs that are coming up later in October and in
November. Your Board of Ministry is working hard to keep our church and our programs healthy and moving
into the future.
You are invited to attend a Board of Ministry meeting any time. We always meet on the second Monday
of the month at 6:30pm.
- Cathy Brockington, Moderator

Bottle Top Mural
After three years of saving recycled bottle tops, our students were able to
build their mural! The group chose a design featuring three crosses on a
hill before a colorful horizon. The mural now hangs on the wall right outside the Upper Room classroom—come check it out!
This project was dedicated during worship on October 3rd in memory of
Diana Theilgaard– Hoppe our former Sunday School Directory who passed
away in the fall of 2019.
Upper Room Sunday School Class—
September 12th, 2021
Pictured from left: Vasil Kolev, Liberty
Kolev, Delaney Bjoklund, Brooks
Lampen, Hayden Birkholz, Anna
Birkholz, and Parker Lampen
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Worship Cancellation/
Snow Day Policies
As we welcome the season of crunchy
leaves, apple cider and Saturday football, we also prepare for what’s next!
SNOW! Here is a reminder of how the
church handles emergency cancellations
of worship and other church programming:
•

Cancellations are determined by the
Pastor and Moderator.

•

If worship is cancelled it will be posted on WOOD-TV 8 and social media.
You are also welcome to call the pastor to check.

•

If mid-week programming (like Bible
Studies) is canceled, the change will
be posted to social media and we
will try our best to notify the usual
participants.

•

In this era of COVID, if we have to
cancel worship due to an outbreak,
you will receive an email with details
and we will post the cancelation on
social media.

•

During the week, if Saugatuck Public
School are closed due to inclement
weather, the church office is also
closed.

We will do our best this winter to keep
everyone in the loop!
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Sanctuary Audio Update
Imagine…
•

Coming to worship on Sunday and being able to tune into the audio via Bluetooth on your hearing
aid.

•

Pulling up the worship livestream on Facebook on a Sunday morning and being able to hear the
piano, the Scripture reader and the pastor’s sermon all perfectly balanced (without having to adjust your volume 12 different ways).

•

Volunteering to run the sound board on Sunday morning without a sense of terror at having to
manage the spaghetti bowl of cords and connections.

The last time there were any significant upgrades to the audio technology in the sanctuary was in the mid
1990s (except for the Loop Listening System which was installed around the 2000s). We have patch worked
the technology over the years to keep up with the times, but the sanctuary is now in need of some major upgrades!
To say that our audio needs have evolved in the past 30 years is a vast understatement. I doubt very much
that the possibility of livestreaming worship was even a flicker of an idea when audio engineers installed our
current sound board. And just think about how far hearing aid technology has come! It has been a creative
(and often laugh inducing) process trying to marry our old tech to new over the past year.

In 2020 when the church was worshipping from home via pre-recorded worship services, the church purchased a new camera, laptop and various small equipment to make recording and streaming a possibility.
Even now as we emerge from the need to worship separately, our digital reality isn’t going anywhere.
Over the past month I’ve meet with two different audio engineering companies to talk about possible upgrades through the building to fit our current needs. We hope to have our worship audio squared away before the beginning of the Advent worship season.
Thank you so much for your patience as we have tried to narrow in all of our audio concerns! Keep your ears
open for a better sound quality coming soon!
- Pastor Sarah

Halloween Party!
As is evident in the stores with all of the Halloween candy and
decorations in abundance Halloween is just around the corner.
We at First Congregational Church are also looking forward to
the holiday with a family movie, campfire, s’mores and more!
Come to the church parking lot on Friday, October 29, 6:30pm
to see the movie “Casper”. Invite your friends and family to join
us to watch the movie from the comfort of your car or lawn
chair and visit the campfire for a s’more or hot cocoa.
Costumes encouraged!
- Pat Gentry, Community
Life Captain
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Church Financials Snapshot
The following chart is a look at the church’s financial health three quarters the way through the 2021 year.
Thank you for your continued support of the church’s ministry! - Submitted by Phyllis Yff, Church Treasurer

Automatic Giving
Have you moved past checkbooks and paper bills?
Online/automated giving is for you! Contribute your
weekly tithes to the church or contribute to our many
charitable fund raisers throughout the year, via the
Tithe.ly app on your smart phone. Search ‘1st Congregational Church of Saugatuck’ and you will see our
church profile pop up. There you can give one time or
set up automatic withdraws directly from your bank
account or preferred card.
Or you can text “Give” to 833-705-1016 for a link to
our account.

Calling All Musicians/Vocalists!
Hello all! As we enter our fall season and coming up
on Advent, I would love to schedule some special music in our services.
If you have a piece that you would like to share or an
idea for a song that you would like to sing, give me a
call at 616-218-7276 or send me an email at
kristynboyce@yahoo.com and we’ll get you scheduled.
No music? I’ll find it.
Thank you all and God bless,
Kristyn Boyce, Worship Arts Captain
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Christian Education News
At this writing we have not found a Sunday School Director, though we continue to search for one. That said, and knowing God will provide on HIS
timeline, our work continues.
It’s been a busy fall...but things are moving along well! We’ve blessed backpacks; we’ve given out Bibles (Teen Bibles to our Middles Schoolers: Hayden
Birkholz, Liberty Kolev and Ryan Vander Molen; 3rd Grade Bibles to Anna
Birkholz and Parker Lampen). During the summer, the Sunday School created a mural, in memory of Miss Diana Thielgaard, which was dedicated on
World Communion Sunday. It is hanging outside the Sunday School room.
Our Sunday School is meeting (Kindergarten through Fifth Grade) as well as
the Donut Club (Middle/High School).
Let’s look at Sunday School’s upcoming activities! Each month there will be
a theme of study. In October, Phyllis Yff and Janna Rudich will lead the studies under the theme of “Gratitude and Stewardship.” Topics include gleaning (sharing and generosity), being a steward of the earth and God’s grace.
In November they’ll learn about our Congregational heritage led by Cathy
Brockington and Kathy Plapp. The first Sunday of the month, Communion
Sunday, students remain in church with their parents.
Donut Club will be using the Faith 5 which involves sharing, reading, talking,
praying and blessing. The first Sunday of the month, Donut Club will participate through greeting, ushering and reading (as they are ready). Their
teacher/facilitator is me.
Although Halloween falls on a Sunday, the students will be studying All
Saint’s Day and how it is celebrated around the world. On this day, both
Sunday School and Donut Club will meet together.
Busy days ahead, praising God while guiding our children to seek and find
Him!
- Linda Escott, Christian Education Captain

Faith 5 is a program from Faith
Inkubators that encouraged parents and students to be in daily
conversation about their experience and about how the Bible
speaks into them. We are utilizing this program in our Donut
Club classroom.

A full job description for the
Student Ministries Director

position is available at the church
website:
1stCongregational.Net
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A Look Into Women’s Fellowship
Over the summer the Board of Ministry asked Women’s Fellowship to take over the bake sales that were
held during “Music in the Park.” Half of the money raised was put toward new doors for the church while the
other will be divided between three local projects: Boys & Girls Club, Douglas Park Project and the next Hazardous Home Waste Day. Thanks to all who promoted the bake sales, baked goods and or sold the baked
goods!
On September 16th, 13 women met at the Guardian Brewery for "Wine@5”, a time of fellowship for the
women of the church. It was such as success, instead of gathering every other month during the school year,
it was decided to meet monthly! Thank you to Wendy Van Tassel for spearheading this event!
It was a sad day in October to say good-bye to our sister and friend, Peggy Boyce as we hosted the reception
following her funeral at the Saugatuck Women’s Club, another place strong in her legacy. Peggy was well
loved and will be missed.
We generally hold a bazaar in the fall, but having spent all summer with the bake sales, we’ve decided not to
hold one in 2021.
Our meetings are generally held the first Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. We begin each
meeting with Bible Study. This year we are studying women of the Bible. Thus far we’ve studied Eve, Rahab
and Deborah. We hope you will join us as we study Ruth’s journey in November.

Next Women’s Fellowship Meeting: Tuesday, November 9th at 10 a.m.
(Pushed back a week due to Election Day, Nov. 2nd.)
- Linda Escott, Women’s Fellowship President

The Mission Statement of the

Women’s Fellowship:
Bringing women together for service,
fellowship and spiritual growth
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A Look Back on Music in the Park
Thank you all so much for providing baked goods throughout the summer! And an extra big thank you to everyone who helped with tent set
up/tear down, it’s a big project. In total we raised $1549.75! But even
better than that was all good fellowship we had sitting together at
Wicks Park enjoying some fantastic music! Here is how the funds were
dispersed:
Fellinlove Farm—$366
Douglas Park Project—$197.25

Boys and Girls Club—$197.25
Home Hazardous Waste Day—$197.25
The next church building project—$592
Thank you again for helping us to support some fantastic local projects!

Our Community Life Captain, Pat Gentry,
will be circulating a potluck sign up sheet
starting October 31st.
If you are willing to bake one of our four
turkeys let Pat know!
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Missions Giving in 2021
Thank you all so much for your generous spirits! Even during a chaotic year, we’ve still been able to support our quarterly missions
partners.
We started off the year by collecting money for Christ of the Villages, a cashew farm project in Nigeria. This new farming project was
started in hopes of creating economic stability in the region for generations to come. We sent them $475.
Our next mission was Eighth Day Farm, a certified naturally grown
farm from Holland, MI. Their goal is to provide gospel inspired creation care. At our outdoor service in June we did a noisy offering in
support of their ministry and collected $559.77. Eighth Day’s Program Manager, John Puttrich came to worship that day and shared
all about Eight Day Farm.
Next up was Fellinlove Farm right here in Saugatuck-ish. Their hope
is to provide an inclusive environment for people of special needs.
We got a jump start on them earlier in the year by collecting blankets to help cover their pigs in (March). We also collected pop
bottles and took a special collection for them at our outdoor worship/potluck that we held at the farm back in July! We collected $528
for their wonderful work. And what a great time we had at Fellinlove
Farm!

A photo from our day
out at Fellinlove Farm!

Our next mission partner for the year is Christian Neighbors, our local food pantry and basic needs center,
who we support every year. We collected boxes of cereal for them throughout the summer (we collected 70
boxes) but our big contribution to them will be this fall as we participate in their annual Thanksgiving Food
Baskets program. Their annual meeting is on October 21st, which is when we will find out what item
our church needs to provide for the program. A
portion of the money we raised for Crop Walk also
went to Christian Neighbors, and that amount was:
$2,650 (the community wide total was $11,860). On
Heritage Sunday (November 21st) there will be
another opportunity to give by way of special
offering. If you use the envelope system for your
tithes and gifts to the church, there is a
“Thanksgiving” envelope included in your packet.
Those gifts will go to Christian Neighbors.

Our final mission partnership for the year will be at
Christmas to help refill the church’s Love Fund.
Thank you all for your open hearts and open wallets! We are truly blessed to be a blessing.
- Tim Terlouw,
Stewardship & Missions Captain
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A Few Photos From Our Day At Fellinlove Farm
July 11th, 2021
A great day for worship and friendship!

More photos can be found on our church Facebook page!
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•

On September 25th the church hosted the wedding of Brandy Goodwin
and Craig Herweyer. May God bless
them and their marriage!

•

Our dear sister in Christ, Peggy Boyce,
died on September 29th. Her funeral
was held on October 6th.

•

The congregation dedicated the new
Sunday School mural on October 3rd

Peggy Boyce

•

For Joel Gentry who is grieving the loss of
Karen, an important friend.

•

Linda Kinnamon as she continues on her
healing journey following her stroke. And
please pray for Linda’s family as they seek to
care for her.

Prayer Shawls

•

Do you know someone who could use a prayerful hug?
We have Prayer Shawls available in the sanctuary.

Betty White’s grandson, Joseph, will be
getting married on October 16th.

•

Pray for the Boyce family as they continue to
grieve the lose on Peggy Boyce.

•

Linda Escott’s family as they grieve the lose
of her cousin John Paul who recently died of
COVID.

•

Pat Gentry as she continues to heal from a
foot fracture. And Mike Gentry as he seeks
to manage his back pain.

•

For all those living with depression.

•

For our nation during divided times.

•

For the end of the COVID Pandemic. Especially, pray for medical workers and first responders.
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October/ November Birthdays
Connie Rusiecki

10/3

David Edwards

11/3

Phyllis Yff

10/5

Ric Gillette

11/3

Kathy Johnson

10/8

Laura Camarota

11/11

Dr. Dale Plapp

10/10

Adam Schafer

11/18

Mark Kinnaman

10/15

Marchiene Rienstra

11/12

Linda Kinnaman

10/18

Betty White

11/15

Joseph Schafer

10/19

Stefan Kolev

11/17

Isabella Camarota

10/21

Char Houseman

11/21

Sicilia Clark

10/23

Amber Wingard

10/23

Andrew & Tara Schafer

10/7

Anna Birkholz

10/25

Ralph & Renna Birkholz

10/8

Hayden Birkholz

10/26

Dr. Dale & Kathy Plapp

10/11

Dan Rusiecki

10/26

Stefan & Justine Kolev

10/23

Liberty Kolev

10/30

Wayne & Phyllis Yff

10/29

Tom & Joanne Schippa

11/3
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October/November Anniversaries

