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Congregationalist 
 Lakeshore 

 I’ve been spending a lot of 
time with my snow blower lately.  
Perhaps by the time this news-
letter hits your mailbox, the snow 
will be a distant memory - but 
from my current vantage point, 
the world is a winter wonderland.  
I’ve never had the smoothest rela-
tionship with the snow blower - I’ll 
fill it with gas, prime the pump, 

speak a prayer over it, yank on the cord until I’m winded, give it a swift kick… 
repeat the process a dozen times… and still… there a 50/50 chance I’ll give up 
and plow through the driveway still snow covered with my handy-dandy all-
wheel drive. Tim, on the other hand, is the snowblower whisperer.  The testy 
machine fires up for him on the second pull every time.   
 While I might be a little sour about the snow blower, there are a couple 
retired gentlemen in my neighborhood who have accepted it as their vocation 
to make sure that no snowflake goes un-harassed in their presence.  They wan-
der the neighborhood with their machines (that look like they could chew 
through granite) on snowy days tidying up every inch of pavement that they can 
find.  If we get a big snow on a Sunday morning, they will usually have the Ter-
louw house dug out before we make it home.  Not all heroes wear capes. 
 I love watching these guys with their snow blowers!  I’ll wave from my 
window and they will wave back grinning from ear to ear.  They always make 
sure to clear the drives for folks they know are traveling or our elderly in the 
neighborhood.  If you stop to chat with them, they will make a big show about 
grumbling over the incessant snow, but behind their grumbles you can tell that 
they take great delight in being useful to their neighbors and the opportunity to 
connect. 
 It’s a vocation for them. 
 A holy occupation of service.  It brings them joy and purpose, and it hon-
ors the Lord and their neighbors.  
 Roger Ebertz, profession of Philosophy and Religion at the University of 
Dubuque, once defined a vocation at: “one’s response to a call from beyond 
oneself to use one’s strengths and gifts to make the world a better place 
through service, creativity and leadership.” 

 A call from beyond oneself. 
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 The concept of vocation rests on the foundational belief that life is about more than just me. 
What is your vocation, my friend? 
 What is something that you do that brings you great joy and sense of purpose?  What is something that you do 
because you know that it honors the Lord? 
 Many refer to pastoral ministry as a vocational profession (and most days it is!), but it’s not the only vocation 
out there! The Spirit has gifted each and every one of us with abilities and talents, skills and passions that we are able 
to enact for the betterment of our church, family and community!  We all have a calling on our heart to works that re-
flect God’s love into the world.   
 Our vocation is something that we should all be able to name and claim.  
 If you need a little help in your inward reflection, or if you are having a hard time owning something as a voca-
tion… consider this… 
 A call may be experienced in many ways: 

• A sense that God is leading you toward a particular task, relationship or mission. 
• A deep desire to get involved when confronted with the needs of others. 
• A sense that a particular task or effort is exactly what you are supposed to be doing with this sea-

son of your life. 
• The personal fulfillment that you experience when doing some task. 
• The affirmation of others who recognize the work you are doing and the contributions that you are 

making to the world. 
 Name and claim your vocation, friends!  We all have one.   
All together in Christ,  
Pastor Sarah 

From the Pastor’s Desk Continued 

The 161st Annual Meeting Recap 
 

Thank you all for participating in the 161st Annual Meeting, held on 
January 16th following worship.  Here is a quick bullet point list of the 
topics that we discussed.  Full minutes of the meeting are available in 
the church office.  
• We had an opening prayer and slide show reflecting on the past 

year.  That slideshow is now available on our Youtube page. 
• Cathy Brockington, Phyllis Yff, and Pastor Sarah gave a presentation 

on the upcoming sabbatical for Pastor Sarah.  
• Phyllis Yff presented the proposed budget which includes funds for 

some much needed building updating.  
• We elected new officers to the Board of Ministry!  Pat Gentry will 

be serving a second term as our Community Life Captain, and Jus-
tine Kolev will be our Christian Education Captain.  

• We introduced our theme of the year:  “This is My Church.”  Our 
seasonal mission partners are: The Love Fund, Grace Children’s 
Home in Myanmar, Fell in Love Farm, The CROP Hunger Walk, and 
Christian Neighbors. 

• The meeting concluded with an “Open Forum” time where we dis-
cussed:  historical preservation, the lack of youth programming in 
2021/plans to relaunch student ministry in the 22-23 school year, 
an update from the Boy Scouts, a needed boost to the Shepherd’s 
Program, and come clarifying discussion about the pastor’s sabbati-
cal.  

 
  - Pulled from the Annual Meeting Minutes  
   complied by Clerk, Janna Rudich 

The Shepherds are invited to come together for 

a time of prayer and brainstorming as we ex-

plore opportunities for “in-reach” to our congre-

gation.  Including, re-connecting with our family 

of faith, providing spiritual care, and making 

sure that everyone knows just how loved, seen, 

and valued they are!   
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Mark your calendars for the 2022 
Lenten Soup Supper Series 

 

Beginning… March 2nd 
 

At this point the church is planning on the re-
turn of our Lenten Soup Suppers!  It is my hope 
and prayer that we are all on the downward 
side of this current COVID-19 surge, and our 
area of the state will be in a much safer situa-
tion in regards to active community spread in 
March.  Even as I type that... I’m reminded to 
be cautious and humble, because this pandemic 
has surprised us time and again. As we draw 
closer to Ash Wednesday and the beginning of 
Lent, I will let you know if we will be meeting in 
the Fellowship Hall for delicious soup and con-
versation, or if we will need to shift this study 
online via Zoom.  Either way, pick up a book 
and prepare yourself for some excellent con-
versation regarding spiritual practices!   

- Pastor Sarah 

Book Description  

The Walk: Five Essential Practices for the Christian 
Life 

How do we walk with Christ—daily follow him, grow 
in him, and faithfully serve him? 
1 
In the Gospels, Jesus modeled for us the Christian 
spiritual life. The apostles taught it in their writings. 
And the Church has, through the last 2,000 years, 
sought to pursue this Christian spiritual life.  
 

In The Walk, Adam Hamilton focuses on five essen-
tial spiritual practices that are rooted in Jesus’ own 
walk with God and taught throughout the New Tes-
tament. Each of these practices is intended as part 
of our daily walk with Christ while also being an es-
sential part of growing together in the church. 
 

In each chapter, Hamilton explores one of these 
practices, its New Testament foundation, and what 
it looks like to pursue this practice daily in our per-
sonal life and together in the life of the church. 
Deepen your walk with Christ as we explore the five 
essential practices of worship, study, serving, giving, 
and bearing witness to our faith. 

 

A sign up sheet for providing soup will be on the Welcome Table by February 20th. 

* This book is available for purchase online as an e-book and an audio book as well.*   
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Treasurer Report 
Through December 31st, our general fund collections are $88,562. We 
finished the year over budget!! 
Our budgeted expenses are $117,373, about $5000 under budget. 
We withdrew $15,000 from the unrestricted portion of the endowment 
fund to cover part of our  upcoming capital projects leaving a balance of 
$234,784. 
Our 2022 budget was approved by the congregation at January’s annual 
meeting. A quote has been accepted for a new sound system and we are 
currently seeking quotes for replacement front doors.  
 
Your Treasurer, 

Phyllis Yff 
 

Sabbatical Planning Committee To Meet 

At the 161st Annual Congregational Meeting on January 16, 2022, the congregation received a presentation 
on the pastor's upcoming 40-day sabbatical to take place in May of 2022.   During this time the congrega-
tion will have a special season of Sabbath too. We are arranging for excellent speakers to lead worship on 
Sundays,  we will have mid-week spiritual development workshops, and there will be opportunities for rest 
and reflection as a congregation.     

The committee that will be planning these activities includes Kristyn Boyce, Cindy Raue, Cathy Brockington 
and Rev. Sarah Terlouw.  Invitations are already going our Sunday speakers and Workshop presenters. We 
have recently confirmed that one of our guests will be the new Executive Director of the NACCC—The Rev. 
Dr. Ashley Cleere.   

The Planning committee is just getting started, but next month we will be able to share with you our plans 
for the Sabbatical coming up in May 2022. 

Cathy Brockington, Moderator  

An Update on the Audio Upgrade 

Well there is good news and bad news folks.  The good news is that a major 
audio and technology upgrade is underway for our Sanctuary and Fellowship 
Hall!  The bad news is that a couple of the main pieces of equipment for the 
installation (the amplifiers and speakers) are facing some major production 
and shipping delays for the manufacturer.  Most of our equipment has ar-
rived at Parkway… but there isn’t much that the sound engineers can do until 
the big pieces arrive.  The best estimate of an installation date that Parkway 
Electric can give us at this point is mid-May.   

I’ll keep you all updated as I receive information from our project manager.   

Thank you all for your patience!    

- Pastor Sarah 
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Worship Cancellation 

& Snow Day Policies  
 

It’s coming... SNOW!  Here is a reminder 
of how the church handles emergency 
cancellations of worship and other 
church programming: 

Cancellations are determined by the 
Pastor and Moderator.   

If worship is cancelled, it will be posted 
on WOOD-TV 8 and social media.  You 
are also welcome to call the pastor to 
check. 

If mid-week programming (like Bible 
Studies) is canceled, the change will be 
posted to social media and we will try 
our best to notify the usual participants. 

In this era of COVID, if we have to cancel 
worship due to an outbreak, you will re-
ceive an email with details and we will 
post the cancellation on social media.   

During the week, if Saugatuck Public 
Schools are closed due to inclement 
weather, the church office is also closed.  

 

We will do our best this winter to keep 
everyone in the loop! 

Automatic Giving Made Super Easy 

Have you moved past checkbooks and paper bills?   
Online/automated giving is for you!   
 

Contribute your weekly tithes to the church or contribute to our many 
charitable fund raisers throughout the year, via the Tithe.ly app on 
your smart phone. Search ‘1st Congregational Church of Saugatuck’ 
and you will see our church profile pop up.  There you can give one 
time or set up automatic withdraws directly from your bank account 
or preferred card.  
 

Or you can text “Give” to  
833-705-1016  

for a link to our account. 
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All the ladies of the church are invited to gather for our 
monthly Women’s Fellowship gatherings! 
Our meetings begin with a Bible study, lately we have been 
studying the stories of women throughout Scripture.  Febru-
ary is the story of Esther, and March with be the story of 
Mary and Martha. Following our study we have our business 
meeting, right now we are exploring the option of providing 
lunches to the artists at the summer art fairs as a fundraiser!  
We are also making plans to send finals-week care packages 
to the college students in our congregation.   
We would love to have you join us for this special time of 
spiritual growth and talking about new ways to love on and 
uplift the women in our community. 
 
See you March 1st at 10am! 

 

Board of Ministry Meeting  

February 7th, at 6:30pm 

Along with our usual monthly business, the Board 

of Ministry will be discussing when it will be ap-

propriate to bring back our Coffee Hour following 

worship and when to reintroduce in-person fel-

lowship night activities.  
 

Moderator: Cathy Brockington 

Clerk: Janna Rudich 

Treasurer: Phyllis Yff 

Building/Grounds Captain: Cindy Raue 

Congregational Care Captain: Connie Rusiecki 

Christian Education Captain: Justine Kolev 

Community Life Captain: Pat Gentry 

Stewardship/Missions Captain: Tim Terlouw 

Worship Arts Captain: Kristyn Boyce 
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Weekly Worship Volunteers 

Greeters 
February 6th: Cathy Brockington 

February 13th: Wendy & Tom Van Tassell 

February 20th: Danny Mayer 

February 27th: Kristyn Boyce 

Scripture Readers 
February 6th: Cathy Brockington 

February 13th: David Edwards 

February 20th:Danny Mayer 

February 27th: Kristyn Boyce 

February Technology: Tim Terlouw  
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Prayer Requests 
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First Congregational Church of Saugatuck 
296 Hoffman—PO Box 633 

Saugatuck, MI 49453 
269-857-2929  *  1stcongregational.net 

Office Hours: 9am-1pm, Tues-Thurs 
Office@1stcongregational.net 

February 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

10am, WFC  

2 3 4 5 

6 7 

6:30pm, Board 

of Ministry 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 

Special Collec-

tion: Love Fund 

14 

 

15 16 

5pm, Wine @ 

5 (Wicks Park 

Restaurant)  

17 18 19 

20 

Shepherd’s 

Meeting (after 

worship) 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 

Transfigera-

tion Sunday 

28      AA Building Use Schedule 

Tuesdays, Noon Hour AA 

Tuesdays, Evening AA (7PM) 

Wednesdays, Noon Hour AA 

Thursdays, Evening AA (8PM) 


