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 Lakeshore 

It’s November!   
 

And you know what that means - It’s me to dust off our buckle hats 
and bonnets!  I, for one, have already set out my pilgrim rubber ducky 
collec on, my William Brewster collectable doll, and my Plymouth 
Planta on po ery.  These are all kitschy li le reminders of our Pilgrim 
roots.  And before we se le into the twinkling warmth of the Advent 
Season, I’m going to savor the lore of the Pilgrim narra ve for a few 
weeks.  Bring on the Mayflowers! 
  

What do you think about the story of our Congrega onal roots, I won-
der?  It is a story deeply intertwined with the coloniza on of our na on 
and the effort of “Manifest Des ny”… And yet, it is also earnest and 
brave, bold and decisive.  The Pilgrim narra ve is as lovely as it is 
messy.   
  

If you were asked, how would you describe the roots of our church?  If 
you had to deliver an elevator speech about the “Congrega onal 
Way,”  what might that sound like? 
  

This ques on was posed to Vitality Ministry Council of the Na onal As-
socia on of Congrega onal Chris an Churches (a leadership group that 
I have served for many years) this past June at the Annual Mee ng and 
Conference in Wichita.  I’d like to share with you our answer:   

"We are a coopera ve of churches that dates all the way back 
to the founding of our na on.  We prac ce faith, freedom to 
follow the Spirit of God, and fellowship in devoted community.  
Our congrega ons upli  Christ as the head of the church and 
we work together as a diverse gathered body of equals.  We do 
our best to live in faithful rela onship with God and one anoth-
er.” 

  

What might you add? Change? What might you disagree with?  
 

If we were to personalize our elevator speech to the First Congrega-
onal Church of Saugatuck, we might men on that our church was the  

The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my 
heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, and 
with my song I give thanks to him.  - Psalm 28:7 
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Each Sunday at 10am. 
You are invited to worship with us in person, or 
online via our Facebook livestream.  The video of 
our worship service is also uploaded every week 
to our church’s YouTube Channel, so you can 
catch the whole service any me. The church can 
be found on Facebook and YouTube by doing a 
simple search for First Congrega onal Church of 
Saugatuck.   
 
 

In worship: 
There are sign up sheets for Greeters, Fellowship 
Hour Host, Liturgist, Poet, Tech Helper, and Hymn 
Leader.  Sign ups are open to everyone!   
 
In the community: 
Check out the “Dona on Zone” by the handicap 
entrance of the church.  There you will see shelv-
ing and baskets to place your in-kind dona ons 
for our various seasonal mission projects.  We 
regularly collect requested items for area non-
profits like the Chris an Neighbors food pantry or 
the domes c violence shelter.  Their needs 
change o en so keep your eye on the weekly 
worship bulle n for updates.   
 

Remember to save you Family Fare receipts!  
There is a collec on bucket for those in the 
“Dona on Zone” year round!  These receipts are 
collected by several local chari es to help them 
purchase needed goods.  
 
 

Make a dona on: 
Your financial gi s to the church remain vitally 
important to keeping our building func oning for 
the community, keeping our staff paid, and keep-
ing our ministries ac ve!  Thank you for your on-
going support. 
 
You can mail your checks to: 
First Congrega onal Church 
PO Box 633 
Saugatuck MI 49453 
 
Or you can give online via 
the Tithe.ly pla orm.   
Scan this QR code to  
get connected. 

first in our community!  That our building served as a mus-
ter loca on during the Civil War!   
 
We might emphasize that today we are an autonomous 
(member run) li le city, with Jesus as our Mayor.  We 
might talk about how our Mee ng House is posi oned at 
the heart of the Saugatuck community and how we s ll 
strive to be a space available to our neighbors and adapta-
ble to the needs of the me.   
  

If you are up for a li le homework this month, give it a try!  
Write out an elevator speech (1 minute or 100 words) 
about your church and why it is important to you.  Bring it 
in to the office and I’ll give you your pick of le over Hal-
loween candy :)  
  

This is a month to remember the roots of our story.  To 
thank God for the Pilgrims who were earnest and brave, 
who set their eyes on the New World with hope in their 
heart.  And to spend some me in medita on on the hard 
parts of our history, to let the deeply sour notes of Indige-
nous oppression be heard, because they ma er too.   
  

A li le later in the Lakeshore Congrega onalist, I offer you 
a prayer of concilia on to help us in remembering.   
  

With deep joy in my heart, I pray that you all have a 
blessed Thanksgiving season. 
 
All together in Christ,  
 
Rev. Sarah Terlouw 
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Connec ng with the live-streamed worship service does require a li le bit of tech savviness, as you need to 
be able to find your way around Facebook.  To make things a bit easier to navigate, the church is considering 
moving streaming pla orms beginning this Advent.  We will either be streaming directly through YouTube or 
u lize the Amazon streaming pla orm.  YouTube would automa cally save our services to the archive for you 
to access as any point during the week.  The Amazon streaming pla orm can be linked through our web-
site.  Our goal is that people could use the same link each and every week to access the weekly worship ser-
vice.  When we do move pla orms, we will send a le er out to the whole congrega on so we can prepare.   

Second Sundays at 2pm 
 

This December, we will be back to hos ng a once a month worship service for the residents of Douglas Cove Nursing Home.  Due 
to COVID, we discon nued our monthly services back in April of 2020.  Prior to the on-
set of COVID, we lead “Second Sunday Services” there for four years.  Douglas Cove is 
open once again to small community groups to host programming.  Prayerfully and 
cau ously we will resume our ministry with the nursing home community, being mind-
ful, all the while, of safety concerns.   
 

Douglas Cove currently has 58 residents (90% of which are Medicare recipients) who 
are all invited to worship in the Great Hall together.  Services feature an abbreviated 
sermon, prayer me, and the most familiar of classic hymns.  If you would like to tag 
along for worship with Pastor Sarah, just let her know!  We could always use the extra 
singing voices! 

A Prayer of Concilia on During this Heritage Month 
Contributed by Pastor Sarah 

 
Our Pilgrim history is deeply entangled with the history of Indigenous genocide and the removal of Na ve people 
from their home land.  Before we tuck in for our Thanksgiving dinners, I would encourage everyone to find a qui-
et moment this month to pray a prayer of concilia on and remembrance.  Here is a prayer to get you started: 
 
Creator God,  
 
During this Heritage Month, we look around at your world and praise you for the beauty and diversity that is 
present all around us.  
Thank you for the gi  of rela onships, and freedom of our faith.   
Thank you for our connec on with people, animals and the land.  
Help us, Lord, to see differences and diversity as strengths.  
Help us to listen and understand; to meet one another with wonder and an cipa on.  
Help us to love as you love, without expecta on.  
Reveal to us your way of reconcilia on and guide us into right rela onships with all living things.  
Lead us to understand how Indigenous peoples have been and con nue to be profoundly harmed by se ler people and ins tu-

ons.  
Lead us to repent when we as se lers deny Indigenous peoples respect, dignity and fullness of life.  
Help us to listen compassionately, to speak humbly and to act justly.  
Help us to seek the peace, jus ce and reconcilia on you desire among all your children.  
Thank you for your mercy and grace.  
 
Amen. 
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Weekly  
Worship  

Volunteers 

Hymn Leader 
November 6:  
November 13: Amory Jewe  
November 20: Danny Mayer  
November 27: 
 

Poet 
November 6: Cathy Brockington  
November 13: Myrna Dornan 
November 20: Connie Rusiecki  
November 27:  
 

Greeters 
November 6: 
November 13: Myrna Dornan 
November 20: Danny Mayer 
November 27: Wendy and Tom 
Van Tassell 

Liturgist 
November 6: 
November 13: 
November 20: Linda Esco  
November 27: Dave Edwards 
 

Fellowship Host 
November 6: Jus ne Kolev 
November 13:  
November 20: The Lambs’ 
November 27:  

Women’s Fellowship Circle meets the first Tuesday each 
month.  Please join us for fun and fellowship as we meet 
at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, November 1.  We will con nue 
our study of women of the bible and con nue planning 
for the year to come. 
 
We are happy to announce that $1,943 was raised this 
summer from the Music In the Park bake sales and the 
Peggy’s Ar st Lunches. Thanks to everyone who baked 
and volunteered at these events.   
 
Pat Gentry 

As we approach All Saints Day, I wonder if you are re-
membering someone special this year? If so, you are in-
vited to bring a picture or an item that reminds you of 
them with you to worship on November 6th.  You can 
place that item on the Communion Table, and we will 
celebrate their memory together.   

 

We currently have art-
work displayed in the 
back of the Sanctuary by 
local ar st Lillian Rodri-
guez.   

A resident of Saugatuck 
for 10 years, she was in 
3rd grade when her art-
work was completed. 

Her interests include soccer, being and nature and drawing 

“My plan for this project was to make sewing look like two 
hearts bea ng. It took a lot of me to put the design together. 
My favorite part of the project was experimen ng with sewing 
and pu ng all the colors together. When I was finished, I loved 
the result.” 
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Submi ed by Pastor Sarah and Tim Terlouw, Mission and Stewardship Captain 

 
Tis the season for gra tude and generosity!  In November and December we will be partnering with our friends at 
Chris an Neighbors once again. Here are some ways that you can pitch in: 
 

Donate Thanksgiving Food Basket Items: cake mixes and fros ngs.  Bring those in to the church any-
me before November 20th.   

 

Gi  of Love Christmas Program:  A li le Christmas tree is now on the welcome table in the sanctuary 
loaded with gi  tags for you to choose from.  These tags feature small household items and lounge 
clothes/pajamas. These (unwrapped) gi s are due back to the church by December 4th.  These items will contrib-
ute to the Chris an Neighbors Christmas party for their clients. Parents are able to shop for Christmas gi s and household needs, 
while the kids play games.  
 

Chris an Neighbors Food Pantry is in need of bleach, detergents, fresh produce and cat food. It is absolutely amazing how far the 
food pantry staff is able to stretch your dona on dollars!  Unfortunately, they are currently having trouble finding a consistent sup-
plier for certain items.  If you are able, pick up any of these items next me you are at the store!  You could drop them by Chris an 
Neighbors during the week (9-12pm: M,T,Th,F) or bring them to the Dona on Zone at the church and we will make sure they get 
transported over.  
 

Your Financial Support! 
Chris an Neighbors is a vial resource for our community!  Not only do they host our area food pantry, they are also able to help 
with u lity bills, rent, medical and prescrip on costs.  The thri  store steps up to the plate by providing anything from diapers to 
clothing, from bedding and towels to pots and pans. At the Chris an Neighbors Annual Mee ng on October 20th, a endees 
learned that this has been a “big giving” year for Chris an Neighbors.  Our community was wildly suppor ve and generous towards 
Chris an Neighbors throughout the pandemic!  So much so, that even with the launching of new programming to fill the needs of 
the community during that me, the Chris an Neighbors organiza on was able to invest some of its income for a rainy day.  Well, 
2022 has been a downpour!  The food pantry alone saw an increase of $37,000! That is a 65% increase in spreading, for a total cost 
of $84,000.  Part of that is infla on and lingering supply chain issues… but this also reflects a tremendous increase in need.  The 
next highest cost was rent support.  Chris an Neighbors was able to help 101 households this year make their monthly rent pay-
ment for a total amount of $41,000. 515 households (2327 individuals) par cipated in Chris an Neighbors this year - either by 
stopping in to the food pantry or by taking part in one of their seasonal programs (such as the Winter Coats Program that is just 
ge ng organized for the year right now!).  
 

Chris an Neighbors is an ecumenical project where all of our Saugatuck/Douglas churches come together to help meet the needs 
of the most vulnerable in our community in the name of Jesus!   
 

If you would like to make a financial contribu on to their good work, you can do so at our Heritage Sunday Worship Service 
(November 20th) or at Christmas Eve Worship, when we will pass the proverbial hat in support of their ministry.   
 

Thank you all for helping to keep Chris an Neighbors rolling!! Let’s bring in those cake mixes and fros ng!! 

· As of 9/30/22 we had $19,907 in our General Fund Checking 
compared with last year's $7062.  

· Heritage fund - YTD gain/loss, transfers & expenses has our 
unrestricted balance down $143,283 (since this me last year). 

· YTD money market transfers $45,000, 9/30/22 Unrestricted 
Heritage Fund Balance $50,312.  

 

Hello church family. It is crazy to me that Advent is already just right around the corner! We have a couple of Crea vity dates to 
mark on our calendars this month:)  

First, I would like to invite you all to join Pastor Sarah and I to create a couple of banners for this season which will correlate be er 
with our Advent theme this year- From genera on to genera on. We will be gathering in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12, at 11 am. 

We will also be Decking our Halls on Saturday, November 26, at 11 am. Please consider helping to set up Christmas trees and Na v-
ity sets throughout the church, hang wreaths, set up candles on the windowsills and enjoy some fun fellowship. Many hands make 
light work! 

 

· September budgeted expenses are $11,914, collec ons 
$6481.  

· YTD expenses are $4487 under budget, YTD collec ons are 
$11,042 over budget.  

· Parking lot dona ons through September are $11,312.  

Submi ed by Kristyn Boyce, Worship Arts Captain   

Submi ed by Phyllis Yff, Treasurer 
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While our beloved Building Captain, Cindy Raue, is healing from hip surgery, the Board of Ministry has assembled 
a temporary task team to see to the building’s upkeep for the next couple of months AND to plan for an upcom-
ing capitol campaign that will be launched at our congrega on’s Annual Mee ng in January of 2023.  This Build-
ing Task Team is made up of: Cathy Brockington, Phyllis Yff, Pastor Sarah, and Sandra Lauer.   
 
The Building Task Team met for the first me mid-October.  At our first mee ng we began by recapping all that 
we have accomplished in the past five years since planning our last capital campaign in 2017/2018:  new roof (ü), 
new sign (ü), insula on over sanctuary (ü), elevator rebuild (ü), technology overhaul (ü), energy efficient 
ligh ng in the sanctuary (ü), and new doors (ü).  Then we began to sort through a list of projects that need our 
a en on. We put them in piles of Need, Want and Wishlist for Some Day. 
 
Needs: 
- Furnaces 
- Central air condi oners 
- Steps, concrete work 
- Benches for along the sidewalk 
- Signage for parking lot and the side of building 
 
Wants: 
- Carpet in sanctuary, if so, possibly reupholstering the pews or replacing them with chairs  
- Stained glass art piece u lizing our old window which was taken out and stored during the 1969 sanctuary build 
- Landscaping for front lawn and around the new sign 
 
Wishlist for Some Day: 
- Moving the offices upstairs 
- Ligh ng update and new ceiling fans for sanctuary 
- Installing insula on in the old sec on of the building 
 
Sandra and Pastor Sarah have already began tracking down quotes and bids for many of these various pro-
jects.  It will be up to the Building Task Team to wade through paperwork and come up with a plan for the con-
grega on.  The big conversa on ahead of us is: do we shoot for raising $50,000 as a church and tackle all the 
“needs” and keep it at that?  Or do we shoot for raising $80,000-$100,000 and take on some of our want pro-
jects?  As always, our Board of Ministry seeks to steward our 
resources prayerfully, carefully and with our eyes on the future 
of the congrega on.   
 
The task team also named a few small projects that we will take 
on this fall: pain ng the ladies bathroom off the Fellowship Hall, 
installing new paper towel dispensers, replacing the water dam-
aged les in the basement, a deep clean of the Gathering Room, 
having an exterminator in to evaluate the building for bats, and 
removing the old window air condi oner in the office.  
 
We do our best to keep up our old Mee ng House for our com-
munity!  May God bless us and guide us as we look ahead. 
 
All together in Christ,  
 
The Building Task Team 
Pastor Sarah, Cathy Brockington, Phyllis Yff and Sandra Lauer 
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The Michigan Youth Commission has 
set the date for the next MiPF gather-

ing!  November 12th at the First Congrega onal 
Church of Portland, MI.  This one day event looks to 
be a blast filled with games, good food and mee ng 
new friends from all over the state.  

The cost for the event … a whoopin’ $1! 

If you are interested in par cipa ng, talk to Pastor 
Sarah and we can get a car pool arranged.  Pastor is 
just a li le bit excited to show off her archery skills ;) 

 

Want to learn more about Michigan Pilgrim’s Fellow-
ship? 

Our Sunday School Duo for November, Cathy Brockington 
and Kathy Plapp, have planned a great program for our stu-
dents through the month ahead.  Sunday School program-
ming took a brief break in October to ease the load on our 
dedicated rota on of volunteers, but we are back up and 
running! A few things to remember: 
 
 - We do not have student programming on first Sun-
days as those are Communion Sunday and we worship to-
gether as a family. 
 - Our Sunday School classroom is a single mul -age 
experience for our kids.  
 - We use a great curriculum called Seasons of the 
Spirit which we supplement here and there with our ideas.  
 - Students are welcome to remain in the sanctuary if 
they choose.   
 
Thank you all for your 
steady support of our stu-
dent ministry program-
ming.   
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The aroma of chili filled the air as par ci-
pants in the October 15 Pumpkins and Chili 
Cook-off were carving their pumpkins. 10 
pumpkins were carved and presented to 
par cipants who voted for their favorite 
jack-o-lantern.  A er the votes were count-
ed, Pastor Sarah’s entry won and she was 
presented with the pumpkin pie prize!  
A er the pumpkins were carved six deli-
cious pots of chili were presented for 
tas ng.  When the votes were counted Pat 
Gentry went home with the traveling Som-
brero Trophy and an apple pie. 

 
Submi ed by Pat Gentry, Community Life 

Planning Ahead:  
Cookie Exchange, Caroling 

 
Christmas is right around the corner!  Mark your calen-
dars for December 18 when we will have a cookie ex-
change during fellowship hour.  Dig up that favorite 
cookie recipe and join the fun!  For those who are musi-
cally inclined, join us for Christmas 
caroling later in the day! 

Heritage Sunday Potluck 
 
Heritage Sunday is November 20.  As we celebrate 
our church heritage on this day we will have our tra-
di onal potluck dinner following worship.  A sign-up 
sheet will be available for you to offer your favorite 
dish, or if you prefer to prepare a dish featured at 
the original Thanksgiving feast. Reci-
pes will be available.  Invite your 
friends and family to join us.  As one 
of our members told us “No one 
cooks like a Congrega onalist!”  
Come hungry! 
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- For our na on.  The strength of our democracy.  The civility of its ci zenship.  
- For Cindy Raue, who is recovering from hip replacement surgery.  And for Kirk as they care for one another 
during this me. 
- For Danny Mayer, who was recently in the hospital for treatment of a kidney issue. Prayers for his healing 
and answers to medical ques ons. 
- For Mike, nephew of Ralph and Renna Birkholz, who was recently a acked by dogs, pray for his healing and 
peace of mind. 
- For Jim and Nyla Hensley who are dealing with some frustra ng pains. 
- For Tom and Wendy Van Tassell who welcomed a new grandchild!  Welcome baby Simon! 
- For Ka e Mayer, daughter of Phyllis Yff and Danny Mayer, as she welcomes a new baby on Halloween (or 
possibly before). 
- For all of those who are naviga ng depression.   
- For all those in the paths of hurricanes.  
- For Lelaina Boyce, as she prepares for deployment to Syria at the end of the year.   
- For Kathy Plapp, who is healing from a major neck injury and surgery.  
- For the Po er family (rela ons of Linda Esco ) as they grieve the loss of Ma , who was killed in a motorcy-
cle accident.  
- For Be y Jean who is recovering from a heart a ack. 
- For a neighbor named Jane. 
- For a neighbor named Heather who is struggling with alcohol dependency. 
- For all those who are in recovery from addic ons.   
- For Gail, Wendy Van Tassell’s sister, who is beginning a course of chemo therapy.  
- For Jordan, a young man who suffered a TBI early in the summer.  He is making progress!  Please pray for his 
family as he has a long road ahead of him. 
- For Dennis, a friend from the community, who is naviga ng a new cancer diagnosis. 
- For Adam Schafer, his health, vitality and joy as he manages Muscular Dystrophy.  And prayers for his family 
as they care for him. 
- For Amory Jewe , who is searching for sustainable housing. 
- For Mike Gentry who is managing back pain. 
- For all of those caring for people with Alzheimers, including our friend Doris (former Office Manager). 
- For the Terlouws' as they are seeking to adopt a child. 
- For the church, that God would bring us all that we need to thrive and grow. 
- That God would bring the church a Student Ministries Director.  
- For all those with COVID. 
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 296 Hoffman 
PO Box 633 

Saugatuck, MI 49453 

269-857-2929 
1stcongrega onal.net 

Office Hours: 9am-1pm, Tues-Thurs 
office@1stcongrega onal.net 

 

Worshi  wit  u  ever  Sunda  a  10a ! I -perso  an  onlin . 

November 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Board of  
Ministry 
Mee ng  
6:30pm 

 

District AA, 
6:30pm 

WFC's  
Bible Study & 

Mtg 
10:00am  

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 

12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Chorus 

6pm-9pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 

12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Chorus 

6pm-9pm 

Weekly Recovery Groups Schedule 
Tuesdays, AA (12:00pm) 
Tuesdays, AA (7:00pm) 
Wednesdays, AA (12:30pm) 
Thursdays, AA (7:00pm) 
Thursdays, Alanon (7:00pm) 

Banner 
Making Day 

Decking the 
Halls 

Heritage 
Sunday  
Potluck 

Poinse a 
Orders Due 

Fall Book 
Study 
5pm 

Fall Book 
Study 
5pm 

Fall Book 
Study 

3:30pm 
 

Wine @ 5 
Spectators 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 

12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Chorus 

6pm-9pm 


