
 

1 

 

In This Issue: 
· From the Pastor’s Desk 
· Weekly Worship Volunteers 
· New Members! 
· Missions Report 
· Moderator Message 
· Fall Yard Work Day 
· Pumpkins and Chili 
· Financial Snapshot 
· Women’s Fellowship  
· Prayer Requests 
· Upcoming MiPF Event 
· Searching for a Student Minis-

tries Director 
· Membership Directory 
 

 ...And much more! 

A monthly publica on of the First Congrega onal Church of Saugatuck, est. 1860 

 Lakeshore 

“Be praised, my Lord, through all your creatures, espe-
cially through my lord Brother Sun, who brings the day; 
and you give light through him. And he is beau ful and 
radiant in all his splendor! Of you, Most High, he bears 

the likeness.” 
- St. Francis of Assisi 

 It’s animal blessing season!  If you are a social media user, you 
may have no ced posts from area churches, shelters, and animals ad-
voca ng socie es star ng to adver se big animal blessing events com-
ing up within the first couple weeks of October. That is because Octo-
ber 4th is the annual feast days of St. Francis of Assisi.   
 St. Francis is o en depicted in pain ng and statues surrounded 
by animals: a bird on his shoulder, a fox at his feet, a cat on his lap.  St. 
Francis is the patron saint of animals, ecology and stowaways.  
Throughout his ministry he preached a message that the world was 
created good and beau ful by our God.  He was a great lover of all cre-
a on.  In his work, the Can cle of the Sun, St. Francis praises God for 
Brother Sun, Sister Moon, Brother Wind, Water, First and Earth.  To St. 
Francis, the green of crea on, the purr of a ki en, the happy wag of a 
dog’s tail, the chirp of a bird all help to render an image of God.   
 Around the me of his death, the “Fiore ” wri ngs (li le flow-
ers) began to circulate, a collec on of legends and folklore about his 
life.  Li le stories like how when St. Francis preached, birds would fill 
the trees nearby hoping to listen to his sermons. Or how in the city of 
Gubbio, where there was a wolf who was terrorizing the town.  Francis 
went up into the hills and when he found the wolf, he made the sign of 
the cross and commanded the wolf to come to him and hurt no one. 
Then Francis led the wolf into the town, and surrounded by startled 
ci zens made a pact between them and the wolf. Because the wolf had 
"done evil out of hunger", the townsfolk were to feed the wolf regular 
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Each Sunday at 10am. 
 
You are invited to worship with us in person, or 
online via our Facebook livestream.  The video of 
our worship service is also uploaded every week 
to our church’s YouTube Channel, so you can 
catch the whole service any me. The church can 
be found on Facebook and YouTube by doing a 
simple search for First Congrega onal Church of 
Saugatuck.   
 

In worship: 
There are sign up sheets for Greeters, Fellowship 
Hour Host, Liturgist, Poet, Tech Helper, and Hymn 
Leader.  Sign ups are open to everyone!   
 
In the community: 
Check out the “Dona on Zone” by the handicap 
entrance of the church.  There you will see shelv-
ing and baskets to place your in-kind dona ons 
for our various seasonal mission projects.  We 
regularly collect requested items for area non-
profits like the Chris an Neighbors food pantry or 
the domes c violence shelter.  Their needs 
change o en so keep your eye on the weekly 
worship bulle n for updates.   
 

Remember to save you Family Fare receipts!  
There is a collec on bucket for those in the 
“Dona on Zone” year round!  These receipts are 
collected by several local chari es to help them 
purchase needed goods.  
 

Your financial gi s to the church remain vitally 
important to keeping our building func oning for 
the community, keeping our staff paid, and keep-
ing our ministries ac ve!  Thank you for your on-
going support. 
 
You can mail your checks to: 
First Congrega onal Church 
PO Box 633 
Saugatuck MI 49453 
 
Or you can give online via 
the Tithe.ly pla orm.   
Scan this QR code to  
get connected. 
 

 
ly. In return, the wolf would no longer prey upon them 
or their flocks. 
 There is an abundance of stories about St. 
Francis rela ng to animals and God’s crea on in 
unique and important ways. His feast day, for hun-
dreds of years has o en been marked with celebra-

ons that incorporate an apprecia on of nature and 
parades of animals! 
 This month, I encourage you to find an oppor-
tunity to thank God for the good green earth and the 
beloved creatures that surrounds us.  Perhaps: 
 - You could hang a bird feeder. 
 - Go for a hike, and say a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing for the trees. 
 - Spend a few minutes with your face in the 
wind, purposely apprecia ng the Spirit of God at work 
in the world today. 
 - A end an Animal Blessing with your pet! 
 
 At worship on October 2nd and 9th, you will 
find li le portable animal blessing bags available on 
the Welcome Table in the Sanctuary.  For all of us who 
have pets who like to make a ending big public ani-
mal blessings a challenge (our li le Aussie-doodle, is 
as sweet as they come, but not a par cularly quiet/
serene animal) these bags make it possible to bless 
your pet at home.  Inside each bag you will find a 
prayer liturgy, a special treat for your pet and a treat 
for yourself.  We will have bags prepared for dogs, 
cats and birds (I just don’t know what bearded drag-
ons like as a treat… so I stuck with the basics).   
 I hope you pick up an animal blessing bag, or 
go for a special hike this month to praise God for all 
the goodness around us!   
 
All together in Christ,  
Pastor Sarah 
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Submi ed by Pat Gentry  
(Community Life Captain) 

 
Mark your calendars for October 15!  
‘Pumpkins and Chili’ is our fellowship event 
for the fall season! The fes vi es start at 4 
p.m. with pumpkin carving and/or pain ng.  
If you wish to carve or paint a pumpkin, 
please use the sign up form available on the 
Welcome Table in the sanctuary or let Pat 
Gentry (Community Life Captain) know by 
October 9 so we can have enough pumpkins 
available. Carving materials and paints will be 
available for your use.  Then, a er your 
pumpkins are ready for display, chili tas ng 
will begin. 
 
Do you have a favorite chili recipe that you’d 
be willing to share?  Enter your chili in our 
Chili Cook-off.  Sign up sheets are available 
for your entry.  You may even win a prize!  
For those who would rather not enter the 
chili cook-off, but would like to bring a dish, 
you may sign up to bring a dessert or appe z-
er. Please join us for an evening of fun and 
fellowship! 

A few facts about the Hensleys! 
Submi ed by Connie Rusiecki 
(Congrega onal Care Captain) 

 
What careers did you have?  Nyla has a degree in organ perfor-
mance and also taught music in elementary schools. Most recently 
she was the children’s librarian at Saugatuck/Douglas library. Jim’s 
career was in sales. He spent many years with Ralston Purina.  
 
How did you meet? Jim & Nyla were introduced by a college friend 
while they were students at Washington University in St. Louis.   
 
How did you find FCC?  Nyla had played for several weddings and 
funerals at our church. Then 2 years ago she needed a place for 
her students recital. Our church was available. She decided they 
should visit our church and have been coming ever since.  
 
What are your hobbies?  Jim is an avid reader. He especially en-
joys western novels. Nyla’s hobby is music. 
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Weekly  
Worship  

Volunteers 

Hymn Leader 
October 2:   
October 9:  
October 16: Cindy Raue  
October 23: Wendy Van Tassell  
October 30: 

Poet 
October 2: Cathy Brockington  
October 9:  
October 16: Danny Mayer 
October 23: Kristyn Boyce 
October 30: 

Greeters 
October 2: Danny Mayer 
October 9: Mike & Pat Gentry 
October 16:  
October 23: Kristyn Boyce 
October 30: 

Liturgist 
October 2: Danny Mayer 
October 9: Dave Edwards  
October 16:  
October 23: Tom Van Tassell  
October 30: 

Fellowship Host 
October 2:   
October 9: Myrna Dornan 
October 16: Carol Garvelink 
October 23: Kristyn Boyce 
October 30: 

The Spaghe  Dinner & Concert Adop on Fundraiser was a resound-
ing success! 

On September 24th, the church was packed with family, friends and 
community who came together to show their support for the Ter-
louw family adop on.  Together they raised enough money that 
when Pastor Sarah and Tim get the phone call from their social 
worker that they have been matched in a baby, they won’t have a 
moment's hesita on wondering how they will pay for this adop-

on.  A BIG thank you to everyone who came and ate spaghe  and 
enjoyed the concert!    

A special thank you to Cindy Raue who provided homemade items 
for the silent auc on baskets, to Kristyn Boyce who played the pi-
ano in the Fellowship Hall for the dinner guests, and to Bob Ruddy 
who put on an organ recital in the Sanctuary to open the event.   

 

Women’s Fellowship Circle meets the 
first Tuesday each month.  Please join 
us as we meet at 10:00 a.m. on Tues-
day, October 4.  We will con nue our 
study of women of the bible and con-

nue planning for the year to come. 
 
Pat Gentry 



 

5 

 
A Blessing for World Communion Sunday 

 

And the table 
will be wide. 
And the welcome 
will be wide. 
And the arms 
will open wide 
to gather us in. 
And our hearts 
will open wide 
to receive. 

And we will come 
as children who trust 
there is enough. 
And we will come 
unhindered and free. 
And our aching 
will be met 
with bread. 
And our sorrow 
will be met 
with wine. 

 

And we will open our hands 
to the feast 
without shame. 
And we will turn 
toward each other 
without fear. 
And we will give up 
our appe te 
for despair. 
And we will taste 
and know 
of delight. 

And we will become bread 
for a hungering world. 
And we will become drink 
for those who thirst. 
And the blessed 
will become the blessing. 
And everywhere 
will be the feast. 

– Jan Richardson 

Thanks to everyone for the cards and get-well 
wishes.  I am slowly ge ng be er but am s ll a 
“pain in the neck” at mes :)  I miss everyone 
at church but am currently unable to drive due 
to this neck brace which prevents me from 
turning my head. So far things are healing ok 
and I do go outside to walk on the road and get 
a li le exercise.  Dale told me a er the surgery 
that I was now “totally screwed!” which is 
be er than his car which was just “totaled”!! 

   :) Kathy 

*Kathy was in a car accident a few weeks ago 
and injured her neck.  Keep those healing pray-
ers coming! 
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Submi ed by Tim Terlouw, Mission and Stewardship Captain 

 

Hello friends,  
 

We had a wonderful turn out for the Crop Hunger Walk be-
tween our church and Douglas UCC. Included in the group was 
Linda Esco , Pastor Sarah, my dad Larry, myself and Brewster! 
The total amount raised by both churches was $11,513! In-
cluding $1335 raised by our congrega on. 
 

Thank you all who donated! 
 

Chris an Neighbors request for this month is soup! Chris an 
Neighbors sent us the following: 
 

October is "SOUP-TOBER"  
Chris an Neighbors Food Pantry is ge ng ready for winter and would like to stock its shelves with canned 
soup for our clients. For the month of SOUP-TOBER (Oct 1-31), Chris an Neighbors is reques ng donated 
cans of soup.  

Bring your cans of soup with you to worship on Sunday!   
You can place them in our dona on zone by the handicap entrance. 

 

Pastor Sarah and I will be a ending the Chris an Neighbors’ annual mee ng on October 20 at 6pm. There, 
we’ll find out what item the church will get to contribute for the Thanksgiving baskets. The mee ng is open 
to everyone, so you are all welcome to come!  
 

Thank you all so much for con nuing to support our missions! 

 

Pastor Sarah is available to you 24/7! If 
you find yourself lonely, injured or sick, 
in the hospital, or just in need of sup-
port and company… call or text!   

Pastor Sarah’s Cell: 989-640-1487 

Remember that hospitals will not auto-
ma cally contact a clergy person on 
your behalf.  So if you would like a visit, 
you will need to specifically ask for 
your church to be contacted.   

Pastor Sarah is eager to be with you 
during mes when you could use care, 
but she is a terrible mind-reader. 

If you haven’t already, place her cell 
number in you phone.  
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Submi ed by Phyllis Yff 
(Treasurer)  

 
September 2022 

 
Through August, our general fund collec ons are 
$71,311, over budget by $12,000 a er receiving a 
large gi  from Gerry Bekken’s estate. 
 
Our parking lot has collected over $9417 through 
August with many busy weekends to follow. 
 
Our budgeted expenses are $108,260 - $2543 un-
der budget. 
 
Our unrestricted por on of the endowment fund 
has a balance of $87,903. Our 2022 budget is 
$64,500 for cash draws from the 
endowment fund. We have 
made three $15,000 draws year 
to date.  
 
Your Treasurer, 
Phyllis Yff 
 

 

It has come to our a en on in the office that the membership directory has 
some incorrect anniversary informa on.  Check your directories and let us know 
if your contact informa on, birthdays or anniversaries needs to be updated.  We 
are hoping to print a new directory later in 2023. 

 
The family of Gerry 
Bekken has blessed the 
church with a Legacy Gi  
of $14,671.80 in his 
memory.   
 
Gerry, was a pillar of the 
Douglas community, 
serving as the village 
postmaster for almost 40 
years.  In his re rement, 

he found me to serve as a volunteer fire fighter, 
a school board member, and was a long me ad-
vocate for the March of Dimes. The Bekken family 
has deep es to the church, a ending for years 
alongside his wife Jeane e and daughter Col-
leen.  Gerry passed away in October of 2021, at 
the age of 97.   
 
We are so very grateful to Gerry Bekken and his 
family for the ongoing support of the ministry of 
the church. 
 

Thank you Bekken Family! 

A big ‘thank you’ to Phil Bryant for building our new 
Tech/Welcome Table in the Sanctuary!  This custom 
piece was built to house our sound system, give us 
needed display room and storage in the sanctuary.  A 
li le later this month this piece will be stained to 
match the color of the pews and then our storage 
baskets, spare hymnals and Bibles, and prayer shawls 
will find their new home! 
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With the changing of the sea-
sons comes an opportunity to 
put some TLC into our building 
and grounds here at the 
church!  

On Saturday, October 8th, the 
congrega on is invited to come 
together for some special pro-
jects.  On the docket is:  

· trimming back the bu erfly gardens 

· polishing candle s cks and chancel décor 

· se ng up for our fall hand chime choir 

· and more 

We have inside and outside projects for all ability 
levels!   

Note that our leaf clean up this year will be done by 
our lawn-care service company.   

The Michigan Youth Commission has 
set the date for the next MiPF gather-

ing!  November 12th at the First Congrega onal 
Church of Portland, MI.  This one day event looks to 
be a blast filled with games, good food and mee ng 
new friends from all over the state.  

The cost for the event … a whoopin’ $1! 

If you are interested in par cipa ng, talk to Pastor 
Sarah and we can get a car pool arranged.  Pastor is 
just a li le bit excited to show off her archery skills ;) 

 

Want to learn more about Michigan Pilgrim’s Fellow-
ship? 

Submi ed by: Rev. Sarah Terlouw 

 

The church is curren ng searching for a talented indi-
vidual to fill our Student Ministries Director posi on. 
You may see our ads pop up in the newspaper and on 
social media (you are welcome to share them!). 

This is a challenging hiring environment at the mo-
ment… it seems like everyone is looking for help!  The 
best chance the church has at filling this posi on is 
via word of mouth. If you know of anyone who loves 
Jesus, loves kids, and is looking for a li le extra in-
come- send them a copy of the Job Descrip-

on! There is a link on the church website with infor-
ma on about this opportunity and details on how to 
inquire.  

I would be delighted to talk to anyone who has ques-
ons about this fun and flexible opportunity.   

Un l we fill this posi on, I am so very thankful for the 
dozen (plus) volunteers that have sought to keep our 
children’s programming consistent and viable.  We 
have some great students in the church!  Thank you 
for loving them :) 
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Submi ed by Cathy Brockington 
(Moderator)  

 

On Saturday, September 17, I had the pleasure of represen ng our church, along with Pastor Sarah and Rev. 
Wendy Van Tassel, at the West Michigan Associa on of Congrega onal Chris an Churches (WMACCC) in 
Greenville, MI.   Seven churches sent delegates and representa ves.  In our  “News from the Pews” we 
learned that Mayflower Congrega onal in Grand Rapids has a new pastor, and that they, as the largest 
church in the Western Associa on, will be hos ng the MACCC conference next year.  Portland Congrega on-
al has begun a new basketball program in their parking lot for young people in the community.   I shared our 
outreach experiences with folks who came to chat at our bake sales this past summer.  
 
There was a lively discussion about peoples’ experiences at a variety of workshops at the recent NA mee ng 
in Wichita.  Then we did some business.  Funds donated to the WMACCC by the members churches are typi-
cally distributed to various groups and causes within the Associa on.  This year the group chose to donate 
most of the money to a scholarship for any WMACCC pastor to a end the Boston Seminar. 
 
A er a wonderful lunch prepared by the Greenville church members, a Vicinage Council was held for Charles 
Edward Milan (aka Pastor Ed) who has been called to lead the Greenville Congrega onal Church.  All 
a endees heard about Pastor Ed’s Faith Journey and his personal call to ministry.  We also learned about the 
Greenville Church’s Faith Journey over the last several years and how they have worked through their prob-
lems to be stronger together as they welcome Pastor Ed as their new pastor.  Those present voted unani-
mously to recommend Pastor Ed for ordina on and to become the se led minister at Greenville Congrega-

onal Church. 
 
For me, the day was a very tradi onal Congrega onal experience, pastors and members working together to 
strengthen our bonds and do Christ’s work to further the Congrega onal Way.   
 

Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as Friend, Teacher, Savior, 
Lord, Way and Presence 

 
Wednesdays at 5pm, October 12-November 16th 

 
In Freeing Jesus, author Diana Butler Bass challenges the idea that Jesus 
can only be understood in sta c, one-dimensional ways and asks us to in-
stead consider a life where Jesus grows with us and helps us through life’s 
challenges in several capaci es: as Friend, Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way, and 
Presence.  
 
Freeing Jesus is an invita on to leave the religious wars behind and redis-
cover Jesus in all his many manifesta ons, to experience Jesus beyond the 
narrow confines we have built around him. It renews our hope in faith and 
worship at a me when we need it most. 
 
Copies of Freeing Jesus are available on the Welcome Tablein the Sanctu-
ary, they are $10.  This book is also available on e-reader and audio-book 
online. 
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- For all those in the paths of  hurricanes.  
- For Nancy Nyland who is moving up to Newyago to be closer to her daughter. 
- For Lelaina Boyce, Rex and the rest of their unit as they prepare for deployment.   
- For Kathy Plapp, who was recently in a car accident and broke two bones in her neck.   
- For the Po er family as they grieve the loss of Ma , who was killed in a motorcycle accident.  
- For Be y Jean who is recovering from a heart a ack. 
- For a neighbor named Jane. 
- For Heather who is struggling with alcohol dependency. 
- For all those who are in recovery from addic ons.   
- For Laura, as she approaches the conclusion of her pregnancy, that she and baby are safe and healthy. 
- For Linda Esco ’s uncle as he con nues to heal following a broken hip. 
- For a friend in the community, Demetrhea, as she is recovering from a broken hip. 
- For Graham Duryee who is con nuing to heal from heart surgery in August. 
- For Pat Gentry’s mom as she heals from a fall and broken arm. 
- For Gail, Wendy Van Tassell’s sister, who is beginning a course of chemo therapy.  
- For Lana Derksen, Pastor Sarah and Tim’s Aunt, who is in the hospital with pneumonia.   
- For Jordan, a young man who suffered a TBI early in the summer.  He is making progress!  Please pray for his 
family as he has a long road ahead of him. 
- For Cindy Raue who is awai ng a hip replacement surgery in October. 
- For Dennis, a friend from the community, who is naviga ng a new cancer diagnosis. 
- For Lelaina Boyce, prayers for her Na onal Guard unit as they begin prepara ons for their upcoming deploy-
ment.  
- Also celebra ons for Lelaina Boyce for her marriage!!!   
- For Barbara. 
- For Adam Schafer, his health, vitality and joy as he manages Muscular Dystrophy.  And prayers for his family 
as they care for him. 
- For Amory Jewe , who is searching for sustainable housing. 
- For Mike Gentry who is managing back pain. 
- For all of those caring for people with Alzheimers, including our friend Doris (former Office Manager). 
- For the Terlouws' as they are seeking to adopt a child. 
- For the church, that God would bring us all that we need to thrive and grow. 
- That God would bring the church a Student Ministries Director.  
- For all those with COVID. 
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 296 Hoffman 
PO Box 633 

Saugatuck, MI 49453 

269-857-2929 
1stcongrega onal.net 

Office Hours: 9am-1pm, Tues-Thurs 
office@1stcongrega onal.net 

Wine @ 5, 
The Old 

Boathouse 
 

October 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

 

Worshi  wit  u  ever  Sunda  a  10a ! I -perso  an  onlin . 

Board of  
Ministry 
Mee ng  
6:30pm 

 

District AA, 
6:30pm 

Wine @ 5 
Scooters Café 

& Pizzeria 

WFC's  
Bible Study & 

Mtg 
10:00am  

Weekly Recovery Groups Schedule 
Tuesdays, AA (12:00pm) 
Tuesdays, AA (7:00pm) 
Wednesdays, AA (12:30pm) 
Thursdays, AA (7:00pm) 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 
12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Chorus 
6pm-9pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 
12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Chorus 
6pm-9pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 
12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Chorus 
6pm-9pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 
12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Chorus 
6pm-9pm 

Pumpkins  
& Chili 
4-7pm 

World  
Communion 

Sunday 

 
Fall Work Day 

10-12pm 


