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 Something that has been on my mind a lot lately: accessibility.   
 Accessibility in worship.  Accessibility in the ministries and programs that 
happen inside the building.  Accessibility in church life as a whole. 
 Can our congrega on see the words in the hymnal on a Sunday morn-
ing?  Can they hear the Word of God spoken from the chancel or hear what their 
neighbor is saying at Bible Study? If someone has to stay home from worship 
because they are sick or have to quaran ne, do they s ll have access to a quality 
worship experience online?  Can people move around the building safely?   
 Who are we leaving out?  Who is uncomfortable? Are we doing what we 
need to do to make sure people are engaged? This is a jus ce issue!  We need to 
be doing all that we can to make sure that God’s House is open and ACCESSIBLE 
to all!  
 Think with me for a moment about our weekly worship service and fel-
lowship ac vi es.  How are we doing?  Are there people who are being le  out/
le  behind?  
 I know there are!  And it certainly has my a en on.  
 Most weeks, I like to think that we are making strides in this area and 
that the prac ces and rou nes that we have put into place respect the im-
portance of this issue.  Things such as: 

· Enlarged hymn sheets 
· Providing assisted listened devices 
· Providing slides and screen shares for those worshipping online 
· Making sure the elevator is working smoothly 
· Gluten free treats during fellowship hour 
· Bringing Communion around to our home members or those who 

are unable to get to church on Sundays 
But I know that we s ll have work to do to make sure that EVERYONE is included, 
empowered and feels like they can engage in the life of the church each week.   
 In mid-August, I asked the sound engineers from Parkway Electric (they  

Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD  
glory and strength.  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;  
worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.  Psalm 29: 1-2 
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just installed our new sound system last month) to come by the 
church to work on fine-tuning our brand new audio equipment.  
A er a month of feedback from worshippers, I knew I needed 
help making sure we were using the system to the best of its 
ability.  
 So when our prac ce day came, I brought together a 
couple of professional sound engineers along with several 
church members who u lize hearing aids.  Together we all ex-
perimented with listening and finding se ngs and levels on the 
sound equipment in the sanctuary that worked for people.  We 
learned a few things that I’d like to share with folks who might 
have challenges hearing in the sanctuary: 

· Our Loop Listening System (or T-coil) needs some 
work.  The buzzing sound that gets in the way is 
pervasive and obnoxious.  The Parkway engineers 
have a couple ideas as to why this is… The quest 
con nues as we try and clean up the sound coming 
from the Loop.  

· The best listening experience for most of our hear-
ing aid users was on their “comfort” listening 
se ng.  Not the Loop. 

· Our Liturgists each week will need to be careful in 
how they hold their microphone.  Tip: The micro-
phone needs to be touching your chin.  OR, a Litur-
gist can use an over the ear microphone.  Many 
people are uncomfortable having a microphone in 
their hand, and so we tend to lower it away from 
our mouths.  Especially when they are standing di-
rectly under the speaker and can hear themselves 
at full blast!  But we need to be mindful of our pos-
ture and delivery when we have a microphone in 
our hand.   

The sound that is fed to our livestream con nues to improve 
each week!  At the end of worship, Tim and I frequently listen 
to a “playback” of the service and talk through what could have 
gone be er sound wise.  We aren’t able to make many adjust-
ments live, but we have improved things steadily week by 
week.   
 Building an accessible church - taking it seriously as a 
jus ce issue - is a team sport!  I welcome you all to share any 
ideas that you have to make our worship spaces accessible and 
comfortable with our Board of Ministry and myself. A space 
where you feel like you can worship without being distracted. If 
there are things that can be addressed with a li le bit of aware-
ness and fore-planning, we need to know about it.   
 Being a fully accessible worship space is a moving goal 
line that we will never cross (because people and their needs 
are unique), but we can con nue to make strides together!  
May God grant us pa ence, and sense of understanding as we 
try our best! 
 
All together in Christ,  
Pastor Sarah Terlouw 

 

Each Sunday at 10am. 
 
You are invited to worship with us in person, or 
online via our Facebook livestream.  The video of 
our worship service is also uploaded every week 
to our church’s YouTube Channel, so you can 
catch the whole service any me.  
The church can be found on Facebook and 
YouTube by doing a simple search for First Con-
grega onal Church of Saugatuck.   
 

In worship: 
There are sign up sheets on the sanctuary Wel-
come Table for Greeters, Fellowship Hour Host, 
Liturgist, Poet, Tech Helper and bringing flowers 
for the Communion Table each week.  Signs up 
are open to everyone!   
 
In the community: 
Check out the “Dona on Zone” by the handicap 
entrance of the church.  There you will see shelv-
ing and baskets to place your in-kind dona ons 
for our various seasonal mission projects.  We 
regularly collect requested items for area non-
profits like the Chris an Neighbors food pantry or 
the  domes c violence shelter.  Their needs 
change o en so keep your eye on the weekly 
worship bulle n for updates.   
Remember to save you Family Fare receipts!  
There is a collec on bucket for those in the 
“Dona on Zone” year round!  These receipts are 
collected by several local chari es to help them 
purchase needed goods.  
 

Your financial gi s to the church remain vitally 
important to keeping our building func oning for 
the community, keeping our staff paid, and keep-
ing our ministries ac ve!  Thank you for your on-
going support. 
You can mail your checks to: 
PO Box 633 
Saugatuck MI 49453 
 
Or you can give online via 
the Tithe.ly pla orm.   
Scan this QR code to  
get connected. 
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Submi ed by: Rev. Sarah Terlouw 

The church is curren ng searching for a talented individual to fill our 
Student Ministries Director posi on. You may see our ads pop up in 
the newspaper and on social media (you are welcome to share them!). 

This is a challenging hiring environment at the moment… it seems like 
everyone is looking for help!  The best chance the church has at filling 
this posi on is via word of mouth. If you know of anyone who loves 
Jesus, loves kids, and is looking for a li le extra income- send them a 
copy of the Job Descrip on! There is a link on the church website with 
informa on about this opportunity and details on how to inquire.  

I would be delighted to 
talk to anyone who has 
ques ons about this fun 
and flexible opportuni-
ty.   

Un l we fill this posi on, 
I am so very thankful for 
the dozen (plus) volun-
teers that have sought to 
keep our children’s pro-
gramming consistent and 
viable.  We have some 
great students in the 
church!  Thank you for 

 
Back-to-school season is a me when 
the church community se les back 
into its usual rhythms and rou nes fol-
lowing a summer season of go-go-go 
and family me.  
 
On September 11th you are invited to 
a special worship service that is cen-
tered around reconnec ng with one 
another and spreading the word about 
upcoming events within the ministry 
of the church.    
 
The second week of September has 
always served as a kind of 
“homecoming” Sunday for us, but our 
leadership this year hopes to shape 
this worship me (and ice-cream so-
cial!) into a highly invita onal experi-
ence where we can reconnect with our 
neighbors and folks we haven’t seen in 
a while.   
 
We have extra postcard invita ons 
available on the Welcome Table in the 
sanctuary in case you would like to 
personally invite someone new to join 
you for worship and hear all about 
what we have to offer this fall!   
 
There will be a brochure circulate dur-
ing Come & See Sunday that will share 
informa on about: 
· Our children and youth Sunday 

School curriculum 
· Our fall mission partnership and in-

kind collec ons 
· An upcoming fellowship event this 

October 
· And informa on on how to sign up 

for upcoming ensemble music op-
portuni es (including a new 
chimes piece!) 

 
See you all for Come & See Sunday!! 
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Submi ed by: Barry Johnson  
(Charter Organiza on Representa ve) 

 
Boy Scout Troop 29 has been chartered to the First Congrega-

onal Church for well over 50 years. We have a long history 
of training youth in leadership, outdoor and life skills, civic 
responsibility, and reverence to God. Many of our young men 
have achieved their Eagle rank, the highest rank in scou ng. 
Most recently Sid Greenwood was awarded his Eagle rank on 
August 21. 
 
The Troop currently has 12 youth registered. Although a small 
group, they are very ac ve and have a good record of ad-
vancement. The 2022-23 calendar includes 8 outdoor ac vi-

es as well as various service projects and merit badge ad-
vancement events. 
 
Due to the size restric ons at the First Congrega onal Church 
the Troop meets at the Community Church in Douglas. Their 
larger facility includes a gymnasium, outdoor mee ng area, 
and trails. This has been cri cal in keeping the boy’s interest 
and we appreciate the outreach by the Community Church. 
 
Next newsle er you will receive an update on Cub Scout Pack 
3028. 

Boy Scout Troop 29 

Congratula ons 
to  

Sid Greenwood 
for  

achieving Eagle 
Rank! 

Submi ed by: Rev. Sarah Terlouw  

The Boy Scouts of America offer a program called, “Religious Awards and Emblems.”  Which sound like just 
another merit badge stamped with a cross… but it is actually a whole curriculum of service work, biblical 
study and Chris an discipleship!  In evalua ng the program, it has the feel of a church confirma on class 
with an adventurer’s twist.  Barry Johnson and I are currently learning more about this program and thinking 
through how we might encourage it among the scouts of Troop 29.  A er all, Reverence is listed as part of 
the Scout Law and spoken of in scou ng as founda onal to their vision of building up strong, moral, young 
people.   
 

The work that goes into the “Religious Awards and Emblems” program is typically done in partnership be-
tween a scout and his/her own designated religious mentor (usually the pastor of their home church).  But 
as the Troop’s charter organiza on (meaning us at First Congrega onal Church), upli ing this program is an 
opportunity for us to strengthen the Troop’s focus on reverence and present learning opportuni es to help 
young people grow in their faith.   
 

Barry and I will work closely with Troop 29’s leadership in order to present this program and help scouts nav-
igate its many layers.  If any scouts are up to the challenge of taking on the “Religious Awards and Emblems” 
program, the First Congrega onal Church will cover the modest cost of the curriculum and present the scout 
with a study Bible of their own for the journey.   
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W kly  
W ship 

Volunt rs 
Audio/Tech Helper 
September 4: Tim Terlouw 
September 11: Tim Terlouw 
September 18: Tim Terlouw 
September 25: Tim Terlouw 

Poet 
September 4:  Wendy Van Tassell 
September 11: Phyllis Yff 
September 18: Cathy Brockington 
September 25: Myrna Dornan 

Greeters 
September 4: The Van Tassells 
September 11: Phyllis Yff 
September 18: Linda Esco  
September 25: Myrna Dornan 

Liturgist 
September 4: Amory Jewi  
September 11: Dave Edwards 
September 18: Linda Esco  
September 25: Phyllis Yff 

Fellowship Host 
September 4: Ralph Birkholz 
September 11: Gerrit & Tina Sturrus 
September 18:  
September 25: Brad & Janna Rudich 

Submi ed by: Cindy Raue, Building Captain 
Gree ngs to All, 
The following is a list of building items addressed during August.   

· The double doors in the front of our building were replaced with more efficient and secure 
doors.  You will no ce the transom above the doors are now glass allowing more light to enter the 
entrances.  

·  "No Parking" strips were added to the north parking lot to keep the area open behind the handi-
cap parking spaces.   

· Quotes are being sought to address the uneven surface at the Handicap Entrance.  We really 
should consider giving that entrance a different name.  Any sugges ons?? 

·  New ba eries will be purchased for all of our smoke alarms as soon as a count is verified. 
Ralph Birkholtz will be adding water to the parking lot sign so it doesn't fall over anymore.  Thanks for caring 
Ralph! 
Un l next month - Wow October is around the corner.  Soon it will be Chili me! 
Yours in Christ - Cindy Raue 

 

Submi ed by: Phyllis Yff, Treasurer 
 

A snapshot as of the end of August:  
 

· Through July, our general fund collec ons are 
$51,540, $377 under budget. 

· Our parking lot has collected over $6893 – huge 
thank you to Ralph Birkholz for all the unfolding 
of bills! 

· Our budgeted expenses are $90,496, $6507 un-
der budget. 

 

Our unrestricted por on of the endowment fund has a bal-
ance of $126,426. Our 2022 budget is $64,500 for cash 
draws from the endowment fund. We have made two 
$15,000 draws year to date and will make another $15,000 
draw to pay for the new doors.  
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A big thank you in advance to all of our Sunday School Duo volunteers!!  I am currently 
pu ng together a schedule of Sunday School leadership for the 22-23 school year.  If 
there is a month that you would prefer to help in the classroom, please let me know!  
Serving as a Sunday School Duo is a 3-4 week commitment, as we do not have student 
programming on Communion Sunday (first of the month). 
 

This year we will be using curriculum from Seasons of the Spirit.  Our volunteers have 
found it robust and easy to work with in the past.  Each week you are supplied with lesson 
notes, games ideas, and a cra .   This program follows the lec onary, so each week our 
students in Sunday School will be learning about the same text preached in the sanctuary.   

Submi ed by: Rev. Sarah Terlouw 
 

Grilled Cheese Wednesdays will be returning soon! 
 

Before we heat up the griddles and stock the cheese to feed our students a er school, the Board of Ministry 
is developing (and implemen ng) a policy that we are calling “The Children, Youth & Vulnerable People Pro-
tec on Policy.”  This policy details our standards for crea ng and maintaining a safe environment at the 
church for any vulnerable person who par cipates in our programming. 
 

The Board of Ministry was just star ng to work on this policy before COVID happened and our a en on was 
diverted.  In discussion with a representa ve from the Saugatuck High School, we decided together it was 
long past me that we develop a safety protocol of this nature.  The policy features informa on on how to 
prevent and responded to situa ons that could be abusive.   
 

Imagine: 
 - A youth you are working on a puzzle with at Grilled Cheese Wednesday discloses that they have 
   been the vic m of sexual abuse. 
 - An individual with unique needs “friends” you on Facebook and sends you an inappropriate photo.   
 - A middle school student a ending a church lock-in is circula ng bullying text messages. 
 

Hard things like this happen all too frequently in churches everywhere… but with the right policies and prac-
ces, it is our hope that environments where abuse happens can be eliminated and appropriately addressed. 

Our “Children, Youth & Vulnerable People Pro-
tec on Policy” will address standards for our 
volunteers who regularly interact with students 
including annual background checks performed 
by the church, give some best prac ces for in-
terac ng with youth online, and set firm bound-
aries for leadership to youth ra os at youth 
gatherings.  The policy will also offer clear infor-
ma on on what to do in a situa on where 
abuse was disclosed or witnessed.   
 

The Board of Ministry hopes to have a final 
dra  of this policy reviewed at the September 
BOM mee ng.  A er the policy is put into ac on 
and volunteers are equipped, we will launch our 
Grilled Cheese Wednesdays!!! 

Submi ed by: Rev. Sarah Terlouw 
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Mark your calendars!   
 

The 40th Annual CROP Hunger Walk will be on September 18th at 2pm. Walk-
ers are invited to gather at the First Congrega onal Church at 1:30pm where 
they can pick up signs, vests and balloons to bring a en on to the event along 
the route.  Once we have prayed and blessed the walk we will all head down to 
Butler St., turn on Lake, and head down Bluestar Hwy towards Douglas.  We 
will have a half-way water break with our friends at Douglas UCC, then turn 
around and head back.  The whole journey is roughly 3 miles.   
 

Follow the QR Code link to be connected to CROP Hunger Walk online.  There you 
can donate to the cause or you can sign up to be a walker in this year’s event!  
 

Remember, a quarter of all the money that we raise will stay local, suppor ng 
Chris an Neighbors and Ladders of Hope food pantries.  Other funds will go to 
CROP projects around the world!  CROP has sent the church communica ons re-
cently sharing about how they are responding to the Kentucky flooding and their 
ongoing work in the Ukraine area.   
 

Church World Services, the organiza onal umbrella over the CROP Hunger Walk, 
received a 4 star ra ng from Charity Navigator— they are in the 90% of all chari-

es in regards to the transparency of their work.  88% of all money raised goes 
directly into programming that addresses food insecurity around the world. 
 

Please consider suppor ng the CROP Hunger Walk!! 

 

Need a li le help 
with the QR Code? 

To ac vate a QR 
Code, open the cam-
era app on your smart 
phone. Hover the 
screen over the QR 
Code image.  A er a 
few seconds, the 
phone will recognize 
this as a link to a web-
site.  An op on will 
appear on your 
phone to open the 
link.  Click it! 

A special thank you to Cathy Brockington for hos ng Monarch Fest! 
With the news of the monarch bu erfly being added to the endan-
gered species list, it was me for us to share our wealth of milk-
weed and bu erfly garden knowledge.  Cathy prepared bundles of 
milkweed seeds and curated informa on on how to foster garden 
plants that will help the Monarch bu erfly recover.    

We had a steady stream of community visitors for Monarch Fest on 
Sunday Aug 28th!  We were delighted to run out of seed packs!  Vis-
itors were also invited to s ck around and paint some monarch art 
and enjoy refreshments.  It was a very successful event!  

Submi ed by: Tim Terlouw, Missions & Stewardship Captain 
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Thanks to the generous support of the congrega on, the 
church s ll has Love Fund resources available as we all 
head into the fall/winter months.  This is when the office 
generally sees an increase in assistance requests.  Thank-
fully we are ready and well funded this year!   
 

If you, or someone you know, is in need of financial 
help—contact the church! We may be able to assist with 
both a modest grant and a prayerful shoulder to lean on. 
 

We regularly offer assistance for things like rent/
mortgage payments, u lity bills,  medical and veterinary 
bills, gas cards, groceries and more.  The Love Fund is 
flexible, so if the Spirit brings a need to our a en on, we 
will try and find a way to help.   
 

We are blessed to be a blessing! 

 

 
Submi ed by: Pat Gentry, Women’s Fellowship President 

 

Saugatuck’s Music in the Park at Wicks Park completed its final run on Wednesday, August 24.  Thank you 
to all who provided baked goods week a er week all summer as well as those who helped to set up, man, 
take down the booth each week for the Bake Sale.  Not only are the bake sales a successful fund raising pro-
ject, it’s also a great way to enjoy the music, meet new people and enjoy the fellowship. 
 

Calling all musicians!!  Calling all musicians!! 
 

This fall we hope that worship is a celebra on of all the fantas c musi-
cians that we have within the church family.  Singers, pianists, organists, 
guitar players, chime ringers… shoot—if you could figure out how to 
play Amazing Grace on the spoons… we’ve got a spot for you!   
 

Cathy Brockington (our Ensemble Music Coordinator) and Kristyn Boyce 
(our pianist and Worship Arts Captain) are now scheduling weekly musi-
cal offering. If you would like to par cipate in a choral music ensemble 
or otherwise perform during the worship service, please speak to either 
Cathy or Kristyn.   

Women’s Fellowship Circle did not meet in August, 
but will begin again with its regular mee ng me the 
first Tuesday each month.  Please join us as we re-
sume mee ng at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, September 
6.  We will begin to discuss ideas for use of the funds 
raised during the summer and learn the financial re-
sults of Peggy’s Ar st Lunch. 
 

$1603, the grand total raised 
at the MITP Bake Sales 
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Pastor Sarah and Tim Terlouw invite the whole 
congrega on to join them for a Spaghe  Dinner 
Fundraiser and Concert here at the church on Sep-
tember 24th!  They are raising money to help cov-
er the expenses of their adop on.  Dinner will be a 
freewill offering.  Guest are invited to enjoy an 
evening filled with good food, music, a raffle and 
more.  They will also have a kids ac vity available 
featuring noodle art.   
 

An announcement will be made in the coming 
weeks about who will be performing during the 
concert!   
 

If you are willing to lend a hand to this event, Pas-
tor Sarah is currently signing up friends and family 
for posi ons like: kitchen prep, dish tank duty, 
kids table monitor and hospitality.   

The Michigan Youth Commission has set 
the date for the next MiPF gathering!  No-
vember 12th at the First Congrega onal 
Church of Portland, MI.  This one day 
event looks to be a blast filled with games, 
good food and mee ng new friends from 
all over the state.  

The cost for the event … a whoopin’ $1! 

If you are interested in par cipa ng, talk 
to Pastor Sarah and we can get a car pool 
arranged.  Pastor is just a li le bit excited 
to show off her archery skills ;) 
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- For Graham Duryee who is con nuing to heal from heart surgery on August 10th. 

- Jordan, a young man who had a bad accident in early July, and suffered a TBI. His family saw a miracle 

this week when he stood up and took a few steps!  Keep his family in prayer as they ride this roller coaster 

of caring for him in his recovery. 

- For all of those with COVID 

- For the CROP Hunger Walk Planning team as they pull together a great event. 

- For Mary Grace who is grieving the passing of her mother. 

- For Cindy Raue who is awai ng hip surgery in early October.   

- For a friend, Maryanne, who is recovering from a heart a ack.  

- For Linda Esco ’s Uncle Dutey, who had a bad fall and broke his hip.  Dutey is home now and healing steadily. 

- For Adam Schafer, his health, vitality and joy as he lives with muscular dystrophy. 

- For the Terlouws' as they seek to adopt a child. 

- For Amory Jewe  who is seeking sustainable housing. 

- For all those who are managing mental health concerns. 

- For Doris Hicks as she is caring for her mother with advancing Alzheimers. 

- For all vic ms and survivors of mass shoo ngs. 

- For Fellinlove Farm as they seek to live out their mission and navigate some township tensions. 

- For Grace Children’s Ministry and Mission in Myanmar as they con nue to do their ministry in an area of war- me violence. 

- For the na on of Ukraine, as Russia is trying to do its best to squash them. 

- For our own na on that is riddled with concerns.   

- For the church as we search for a Student Ministry Director. 

- For the whole Appalachian region that is suffering from floods. 
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 296 Hoffman 
PO Box 633 

Saugatuck, MI 49453 

269-857-2929 
1stcongrega onal.net 

Office Hours: 9am-1pm, Tues-Thurs 
office@1stcongrega onal.net 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Wine @ 5, 
The Old 

Boathouse 

September 2022 

Worshi  wit  u  ever  Sunda  a  10a ! I -perso  an  onlin . 

Weekly Recovery Groups Schedule 
Tuesdays, AA (12:00pm) 
Tuesdays, AA (7:00pm) 
Wednesdays, AA (12:30pm) 
Thursdays, AA (7:00pm) 

Board of  
Ministry 
Mee ng  
6:30pm 

 

District AA, 
6:30pm 

WFC's  
Bible Study 

& Mtg 
10:00am  

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 
12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Choir 
6pm-9pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 
12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Choir 
6pm-9pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 
12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Choir 
6pm-9pm 

Come 
and See 
Sunday! 

Communion 
Sunday 

CROP Hunger 
Walk, 2pm 

Spaghe  
Dinner  

Fundraiser  
5-8pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 
12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Choir 
6pm-9pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 
12:30pm 
 

Lakeshore 
Comm. Choir 
6pm-9pm 

West Michigan 
Associa on 
Mee ng at 

Greenville First 
Congrega onal 

Church 


