From the Pastor’s Desk

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These command-
ments that | give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you get up.—Deuteronomy 6: 4-7
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| threw a question out on social media a while back that got a lot of re-
sponse- “What is the value of intergenerational relationships and connec-
tions?” Here are just a few of the responses:

- Relationships across the generations help us recognize the timelessness
amid the assumption of what is time bound.

- The wisdom of the older generation meeting the wonder and curiosity
of youth.

- Family legacy and shared values and strength.

- The cynic in the elder is often given hope for the future when we spend
time together, being reminded that “the kids are alright.”

- Loving all ages, looking into their eyes, and listening to their stories with
full attention. It’s what Jesus does.

- We learn together, celebrate together, mourn together, grow together.
Richness beyond words. Heaven beneath our feet.

The Sticky Faith group of the Fuller Youth Institute seeks to study the rea-
sons young people walk away from church, looking for that “silver bullet”
for churches and parents to use to keep that from happening. While they
found no precise “silver bullet,” they discovered that churches that encour-
aged intergenerational connections and worship where youth felt involved,
appreciated, and integrated into the larger church, had a much greater
chance of remaining in church post high school. Also, they found that kids
who experienced talking about and processing faith at home were the big-
gest indicator of a young person remaining connected to a worshipping
body into their adulthood.
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From the Pastor’s Desk, Continued...

Psychological research (Fowler Institute) tells us that kids
form their basic moral foundation by the age of 9 years old.
And by 13, youth begin to formulate their own distinct spir-
itual beliefs.

But what is amazing is that every individual (no matter their
age) as they pass through seasons and situations of great re-
flection and resolution, they too experience shifts in their
own moral and faith “formulas.” While the moral basics click
into place around 9 years old, for the rest of our lives, we all
have revisions and moments when we are just like every oth-
er 13 year old confirmed and working out their beliefs.

The Bible and church tradition tells us that we do our best
reflecting/resolving/growing in a devoted covenant commu-
nity. And research tells us that we do our best faith for-
mation when we have teachers and encouragers of all ages.
Together we grow, together we strengthen in our disciple-
ship, together we build up our faithful resilience, together
we have fun and experience the joy of the full body of Christ.

All together in Christ,

Rev. Sarah Terlouw

Ways to Worship

Each Sunday at 10:00am

You are invited to worship with us in person or
online via our Facebook livestream and
YouTube. The church can be found on Facebook
and YouTube by doing a simple search for First
Congregational Church of Saugatuck. It is also
on our church website.

Ways to Serve

In Worship:
There are sign up sheets for Greeters, Fellow-

ship Host, Liturgist, Poet, Tech Helper. Sign ups
are open to everyone!

In the Community:

Check out the “Donation Zone” by the handicap
entrance of the church. There you will see
shelving and baskets to place your in-kind dona-
tions for our various seasonal mission projects.
We regularly collect requested items for area
non-profits like the Christian Neighbors food
pantry. Their needs change often so keep your
eye on the weekly worship bulletin for updates.

Ways to Give

Make a Donation:

Your financial gifts to the church remain vitally
important to keeping our building functioning
for the community, keeping our staff paid, and
keeping our ministries active! Thank you for
your ongoing support.

You can mail your checks to:
First Congregational Church
PO Box 633

Saugatuck MI 49453

Or you can give online via the Tithe.ly platform.
Scan this QR code to
get connected.




A Quarterly Update From Christian Neighbors

We have seen about 300 different families for a total of 745 visits this quarter. This in-

cludes those who come on a regular basis, as well as those who come one-time only. In
addition to food, these families received 8583 pieces of used clothing, 109 packages of
diapers, 6 baby layettes, 131 sets of used linens, 197 sets of towels, 69 blankets, and

various household items.

We continue to thank God for this wonderful group of volunteers. In tracking the num-
ber of volunteers and their hours of service, | have been amazed at the dedication. In the past three months,

there have been 76 regular volunteers (several of them new this quarter), working a total of 3250 hours!

| have met with the leadership of “On Point” in Allegan. The is the group that is now working to provide
housing for those who are homeless or about to become homeless. | have shared information with the
office staff regarding who qualifies and how to access services.

We continue to serve the migrant community in Fennville and Pullman area. Shoppers from San Felipe
church pick out clothing and household items which they deliver to the families working in the camps.
This relationship has been beneficial for the families and for us.

Electric, Heat and Rent Assistance — January - March
Electric - 22 families Heat — 16 families Rent — 18 families

Wish Bone Pet Program

This program has been highly successful. For this quarter 1027 packets of food were distributed
for (an average of 342 per month). These pets come from about 235 families per month.

In service of the King,

JoAnn Delonge

Financial Snapshot

Submitted by Janna Rudich, Treasurer

As of 06/30/26 we have $67,011.45 in our General Fund Checking.
Heritage fund - YTD gain/loss, transfers & expenses has our unrestricted balance down $25,676.34.
YTD money market transfers $30,000 06/30 Unrestricted Heritage Fund Balance $88,252.71.

June expenses are $11,844.82, Collections $11,207.
YTD Expenses are $28,792.17 under budget, collections are $119.50 over budget.

Weekly Worship
Volunteers

Communion Set Up
Vicki Boyce

Poet

August 2: Cathy Brockington
August 9: Danny Mayer
August 16: Sue Nelson
August 23:

August 30: Sue Nelson

Greeter

August 2: Dan & Connie Rusiecki
August 9:

August 16: Sue Nelson

August 23:

August 30: Sue Nelson

Fellowship Host

August 2: Danny Mayer

August 9: Cathy Brockington
August 16: Sue Nelson

August 23: Brad & Janna Rudich
August 30: Cathy Brockington

Liturgist

August 2:

August 9:

August 16: Cathy Brockington
August 23:

August 30:
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| am grateful to have been the church delegate to the 72nd Annual Meeting and Conference of the
NACCC, held June 27-30, in Springfield, MA.

The meeting was well organized. Business meetings flowed smoothly and workshops were well worth
our time.

There were 72 delegates representing 33% of the 220 active churches in the NACCC.

Several highlights:
e A panel discussion on Revolutionary Models of Church Revitalization (I hope a video was made of
this session that we might watch it together as a church and discuss).

e We sang a brand new hymn during the Sunday morning worship service, "Hope and a Future,"
written for our conference. We will begin to use it in the near future at FCC Saugatuck.

e Workshop - The Well-Tempered Copyright: Faithful Music Licensing as an Act of Worship. It was
very practical and helpful.

e 319 ditty bags were packed by attendees of the adult and youth conferences for Seafarer's Friend.
e Listening to exciting reports from the NACCC missionaries, accounting for the good work they con-
tinue to undertake in the name of Jesus, transforming lives and bringing hope. —
And, experiencing rich fellowship with friends, new and old.

Keep in mind next year's meeting will be in Lansing, June 26-29, 2027. Many
volunteers will be needed, so stay tuned.

Wendy Van Tassell
Congregational Way Captain

Women'’s Fellowship

Bringing women together for service, fellowship, and spiritual growth.

The summer concert series at Saugatuck’s Music in the Park con-

All Women of the Church tinues every WednesdaY 7:001pm - 9:00pm throughout the sum-
mer! The bake sales which will run through September 2 are the
Th“’Sd?’aS“g”“ 20th Women'’s Fellowship main fundraising effort. To volunteer,
Rl please check your calendar and use the signup sheets on the
BIG welcome table in the sanctuary. Then join us for a fun evening
LAKE of music and fellowship and help to host the table from 6pm -
BREWING 8:30pm. Your baked goods are a popular treat for the tourists
Gather withothers foratime  and locals alike! Thank you to everyone who donates individual-
b e dmoEnls e il ly wrapped home baked cookies, bars, cupcakes, muffins, sweet
Drink or eat whatever you
like and pay your own tab. breads, etc. Danny Mayer and Robert Moore take care of the
delivery and set up, and take down the tent and sales table each
week.

There is no Women'’s Fellowship meeting in August. The next meeting will be Wednesday, September 2nd at
10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. Wendy Van Tassell will lead us in a bible study of the parables in the Bible.
Please join us! Wine @ 5 will be on Thursday, August 20th at 5:00pm at Big Lake Brewing in Holland.

Pat Gentry, President
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An Update From the Building Improvement Task Team
Submitted by Pastor Sarah

Pardon our dust! Work begins mid-August on our planned building improvements. New carpet is being in-
stalled throughout the first floor, a fresh coat of paint on the exterior of the building and in the sanctuary,
the pews will be reupholstered and chairs have been purchased to replace the first three rows of pews in the
sanctuary. Samples of all the selected materials for this project are available for your viewing in the Fellow-
ship Hall.

I'm delighted to share that thanks to a memorial gift given to the church in honor of Betty White, we will also
be making improvements to the Loop Listening System. While the carpet is up, Parkway Electric, will be com-
ing in to lay new wire into the concrete floor of the sanctuary. Our current "Loop" wire is placed in the ceil-
ing of the Fellowship Hall. It is our hope that by installing new wire directly under the sanctuary carpet that
all those utilizing the T-Coil system on their hearing aids will have a better sound quality experience.

Also, we are exploring replacing the fabric on the organ speaker grills - those are the canvas looking frames
that run up the side of the walls at the front and back of the worship space. Once the acoustic fabric has
been ordered, we will schedule a DIY date for any volunteers interested in helping re-wrap the frames.

A few things to remember:
- The congregation will start worshipping in the Fellowship Hall beginning August 16th.
- There will be a sizable dumpster in the north parking lot, where the handicap parking is, from August
14th- September 15th.
- We will have lots of contractors and volunteers in and out of the building every day working on all of
this. We appreciate your patience with this upheaval.

A schedule of all the planned work is included in this newsletter.

All together now,

Building Improvement Task Team:
Nyla Hensley, Cathy Brockington, Danny Mayer, Kimberley DeBoer and Pastor Sarah

A big thank you to Aiden
who helped our Building
Captain, Danny Mayer,
reset some of the posts
on the fence that lines
the back of the parking
lot.

A few friends
at Fellowship
Hour.
Pictured here:
Vic Mayer,
Betty Moore,
and Nevaeh.
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Building Improvements Schedule

Pardon our dust!
It is about time to get our building improvement projects off the ground.
Here is a copy of the upcoming construction schedule.
Please note, that these dates are subject to some shifting and change.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
Pack & Prep Welcome Desk/ Sanctuary Painting
Pew Move Dumpster Drop Off
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Carpet Removed Parkway Electric - Loop System Carpet Installation
(sanctuary/Foyer) (Sanctuary/Foyer)
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Pack & Prep Welcome Desk/
Pew Move
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
August 30 31 1 2 3 4 5
Carpet Phase #2 (Chapel/Sunday School Rooms)
6 7 8 ) 10 1l 12
Mount Pews/ Upholstry Work
Resettle Upstairs
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Dumpster Pick Up
20 2 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30




Prayer Requests

- For Kathy Lisk, who is experiencing abdominal issues.

- For the Holt family, friends of Lelaina, who welcomed baby Auggie born at 23 weeks. Please pray for the

whole family as Auggie remains in the NICU.

- For Thom Houseman who is home following a stay in the hospital.

- For Jane (Pat Gentry's mother), who just moved into Addington Place.
- For Gerrit and Tina Sturrus.

- For Robert Moore, who has been having some heart health concerns.
- For Trish, in need of encouragement.

- For Bob Gladstone as he recovers from hip replacement surgery.

- For families with kids at home on summer break.

- For any household navigating food insecurity over the summer.

- For all those navigating mental health concerns.

- For the war in Iran. And all of our service members. For Kevin stationed in South Korea.

- For all the expecting mothers: Lelaina Haner.

- For the Terlouw family's adoption journey.

- For those swamped with financial concerns, seeking employment, and needing safe/affordable housing.

- For those healing and in need of strength: Gerrit Sturrus, Jack (Robert Moore's Dog), Brad Rudich, Adam

Schafer.

- For those needing encouragement: Joel, Zac, Brandon, Norm, Sam and Natalie, Cyrus, Shaun.

- For those navigating cancer: Vicki (friend of Sue Nelson), Carol Wiskowski, Chelsea, Samantha, Rocky, Arleen,

Vicky, Sharon, Cheryl Kaletka, Jedd, Wayne Yff, Nancy, Larry, Rainna and many, many more.

- For all those with Dementia or Alzheimer's. That God might bring them peace and clarity of mind.

- For the ministry of Christian Neighbors.
- For those battling addiction.
- For families navigating political tensions.

- For all those detained by ICE.
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b August Binthdays 4

Q Tina Sturrus, 8/1 Barry Johnson, 8/18 a

} Cathy Gillette, 8/3 Kristyn Boyce, 8/23 1

| Terry Van Dis, 8/4 Kristie Nogeura, 8/26 £

ﬁ Rev Sarah Terlouw, 8/5 Renna Birkholz, 8/27 ﬁ
Jim Scott, 8/12 Michael Nogeura, 8/27

Graham Duryee, 8/16  Dr. Laurie Birkholz, 8/28
Cathy Brockington, 8/17

MARK & SUE NELSON, 8/14
RIC & CATHY GILLETTE, 8/23

REVS. TOM & WENDY VAN TASSELL, 8/27
098258 had #5430



AUGUST

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

Lanz/Brandt
Wedding
4pm

5

Music in the
Park Bake
Sale, 7pm

10

11

12

13

14

15

District Board of Music in the ) LCC Board
.. Bible Study .

AA Ministry Park Bake Meeting

6:30pm 6:30pm Sale, 7pm 11am 10:30am

17

18

19

20 Bible Study

21

22

16
The Orchards o 1lam
at Douglas Music in the Wine @ 5
i Park Bake )
Cove Worship Big Lake
Sale, 7pm .
2:30pm Brewing
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Picnic at o .
Fellinlove Music in the Bible Study
Park Bake 11am
Farm Sale, 7pm
4pm

30

31

Weekly Recovery Groups Schedule

Tuesdays: AA, 12pm
Wednesdays: AA, 12:30pm
Thursdays: AA, 7pm
Thursdays: Al-Anon, 7pm
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Ftrst Congregattonal Church

Saugatuck, Michigan

296 Hoffman -

PO Box 633 -

Saugatuck, MI 49453
1stcongregational.net - Office Hours: 8:30am-12:30pm, Tues and Thurs - office@1stcongregational.net

U\J@Juwu‘p with us eveny Sunday af 10am! Tn-pervon and enline.

- 269-857-2929




