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A monthly publicaƟon of the First CongregaƟonal Church of Saugatuck, est. 1860      

Lakeshore  
Congregationalist 

Church is not your curated story. 
It is the messy, living tesƟmony 
of a people remade by grace. 

It is truth over opƟcs. 
It is people over performance. 

It is the last, the least, the lost— 
not liabiliƟes, but sisters and brothers.” 

- Jon Swales, East of Eden: Not A Business 

 

At the April Pastoral RelaƟons CommiƩee meeƟng I was asked to address 
the reality of parenƟng while simultaneously leading the worship service. 
This is stemming from some feedback that having Isla (who just turned 3) 
up front at the chancel with me on Sunday mornings can be distracƟng to 
both the congregaƟon and myself.    
 

In February the congregaƟon shiŌed how it was doing children’s ministry. 
Previously, the children were invited to be in the nursery downstairs for 
the whole service.  Now, we have returned to a previous model of having 
the children in the sanctuary for the first fiŌeen minutes of the worship 
hour before dismissing them to programming downstairs in the playroom.  
 

The goal of this shiŌ was to take a step towards healthy, intergeneraƟonal 
ministry.  While in the worship space our kids experience scripture, prayer, 
liturgy and music in community before their play Ɵme. And for the grown-
ups, we get to experience the joy of being present with the whole family of 
God, including the liƩle ones.   We are sƟll navigaƟng this shiŌ in model, 
and it hasn’t always been easy or Ɵdy over the last couple of months.  
SomeƟmes the kids are loud, someƟmes they act like free-range chickens, 
and someƟmes they are distracƟng.  Most of which has been handled with 
much grace, humor, and appreciaƟon by the congregaƟon. Thank you.   
 

Although I understand that this is all well and good when this is happening 
in the pews among the worship body, but it might be another thing enƟre-
ly to see the Pastor’s kid wandering around the chancel or at her side dur-
ing the Call to Worship.   
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Each Sunday at 10:00am 
You are invited to worship with us in person or 
online via our Facebook livestream. The video 
of our worship service is also uploaded every 
week to our church’s YouTube Channel, so you 
can catch the whole service any Ɵme. The 
church can be found on Facebook and YouTube 
by doing a simple search for First CongregaƟon-
al Church of Saugatuck. It is also on our church 
website.   
 

In Worship: 
There are sign up sheets for Greeters, Fellow-
ship Host, Liturgist, Poet, Tech Helper, and 
Hymn Leader. Sign ups are open to everyone!   
 
In the Community: 
Check out the “DonaƟon Zone” by the handicap 
entrance of the church. There you will see 
shelving and baskets to place your in-kind dona-
Ɵons for our various seasonal mission projects.  
We regularly collect requested items for area 
non-profits like the ChrisƟan Neighbors food 
pantry. Their needs change oŌen so keep your 
eye on the weekly worship bulleƟn for updates.   
 

 

Make a DonaƟon: 
Your financial giŌs to the church remain vitally 
important to keeping our building funcƟoning 
for the community, keeping our staff paid, and 
keeping our ministries acƟve!  Thank you for 
your ongoing support. 
 
You can mail your checks to:
First CongregaƟonal Church 
PO Box 633 
Saugatuck MI 49453 
 
Or you can give online via the Tithe.ly plaƞorm.   
Scan this QR code to  
get connected. 
 

 
 
 
 

So, I want to address this concern in two ways: 
 

First, the reason why Isla is at my side during the opening of 
the worship service is because her dad is also busy serving 
the congregaƟon.  Tim runs the livestream of the service 
most Sundays (Thank you Tim for the countless Sundays you 
have taken on this role for us!).  So… mom is up front… dad is 
at the tech desk… and, somehow, parenƟng sƟll needs to 
happen.  Therefore, Isla is with me for the first 15 minutes of 
worship.  Which, yes, can be distracƟng, for myself and for 
the congregaƟon. 
 

As a soluƟon, new volunteers are being trained to operate 
the cameras and sound board to take that responsibility off 
Tim’s plate.  That way Tim will be able to act as primary par-
ent on Sunday mornings.  But, please know, we are sƟll a 
couple months away from that goal being met.  Another pos-
sible soluƟon is, you are welcome to invite Isla to sit with 
you. She might say “no.”  Which is ok, please respect her 
choice.  But the offer is important, raising children “takes a 
village.”  You all are our village.  
 

Secondly, I think it is really important to add that there is 
something vulnerable about having to address this concern - 
the public collision of parenƟng and professionalism.  Having 
a quality worship experience is important to all of us. And I 
offer you the best I have to give as a worship leader every 
week.  But I ask that you don’t forget that Tim and I are, first 
and foremost, members of this church community.  We gath-
er on Sunday (not to give a performance) but to praise God 
and to receive encouragement from our family of God.   
 

Having this concern brought to my aƩenƟon - that Isla and I 
at the chancel is distracƟng - has now made Tim and I all the 
more sensiƟve to people’s sideways glances.  Please bear 
with us, we are all learning. “Bear with each other and for-
give one another if any of you has a grievance against some-
one.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” - Colossians 3: 13 
 
All together in Christ,  
Rev. Sarah Terlouw 

But the church is not a brand. 
It is not your vision to defend. 
It is not efficiency to manage. 

It is Christ’s broken body, 
a fellowship of difference, 

a EucharisƟc table 
where all are welcome. 

- Jon Swales, East of Eden: Not A Business 
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Poet 
June 7: Connie Rusiecki 
June 14: Sue Nelson 
June 21: Dave Edwards 
June 28: Danny Mayer 

Hymn Leader 
June 7:  
June 14: Pat Gentry 
June 21:  
June 28:  
 

Greeter 
June 7:  
June 14: Sue Nelson 
June 21:  
June 28:  
 

Liturgist 
June 7: Tom Van Tassell 
June 14: Kathy Plapp 
June 21:  
June 28:  
 

Fellowship Host 
June 7:  
June 14: Frank Lamb 
June 21: Gentrys’ 
June 28:  
 

Communion Set Up 
Sue Nelson 

During worship on Pentecost Sunday, the congregaƟon took the Ɵme to take a family photo during our Mo-
ment for the Whole Family of God.  There are a few things that stand out to me in this photo that I will hold 
dear all year long: I smile ear-to-ear when I see Barry Johnson in his Boy Scout uniform (following worship the 
congregaƟon was blessing the newest Eagle Scout project), I see a dog, I see a Pentecost balloon and five chil-
dren (who keep Ms. Kim in the nursery so very busy), I see a group of official church members AND friends 
from the community alike - both cherished and looking quite at home in our church, I see the powerful pres-
ence of Holy Spirit red, and I see many many friendships on display. New relaƟonships and decades old rela-
Ɵonships.   
 

Pentecost has long been considered the Birthday of the Church, for this is the holiday where we honor how 
God commissioned disciples through Ɵme to come together as the 
Body of Christ.  Danielle Shroyer in her blog, The Hardest QuesƟon, 
writes: “Without Pentecost, we’d just be people who tell Jesus’ sto-
ry.  With Pentecost, we’re people who live Jesus’ story.” At Pente-
cost we remember how the Spirit grants us all visions and dreams, 
strengthens us in our relaƟonships as we seek to live Jesus' story to-
gether, and equips each and every one of us for ministry in God's 
kingdom of love.  And, of course, we remember that we do this work 
of ministry in covenant community together.  
 

This photo is so full of joy, encouragement and courage. May our 
hearts be bolstered when we look upon it.  May we feel the energy 
or our partners in ministry.  And may we feel the presence of the 
Spirit around us and within us all season long. 

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together 
in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a vio-

lent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 
where they were siƫng. 3 They saw what seemed to be 

tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and be-
gan to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  

Acts 2: 1-4 
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'Tis a busy season for CongregaƟonalists! 
 

Pastor Sarah, Tom, and I aƩended the May 2 meeƟng of the churches of the Western Michigan Associa-
Ɵon (recently disbanded) with the Central Michigan AssociaƟon. It was held at the First CongregaƟonal 
Church of Portland, MI.  
 

The Central AssociaƟon voted to receive the Western AssociaƟon into their fellowship.  Following re-
ports from the CredenƟals CommiƩee, Women's Ministry, Youth, Treasurer, and Moderator/
Ambassador, a discussion was held to determine a new name. It would encompass the newly formed 
partnership of Western and Central churches moving into the future together, as one enƟty. 
 

Suggested names were generated from the floor. Robust conversaƟon, in good CongregaƟonal style, 
ensued. The name voted and adopted is CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES OF GREATER MICHIGAN 
(CCGM). The remaining churches of the state are known as the Southeast AssociaƟon of CongregaƟonal 
ChrisƟan Churches.  
 

NominaƟons for officers and commiƩee members reflected a merging of volunteers from all the church-
es in the CCGM. The ExecuƟve CommiƩee will appoint a commiƩee to revise the ConsƟtuƟon and By-
Laws. 
 

Rev. Gerry Krupp, the ExecuƟve Director of the NACCC, and his wife, Wenda, were in aƩendance at this 
meeƟng.  He reported that approximately 70 disconnected churches of the NACCC are newly back and 
involved, once again.  Rev. Mark McCormick gave a report from the NACCC 2027 Host Planning Com-
miƩee. Planning is moving along well as creaƟve and passionate minds work to craŌ a vibrant meeƟng 
to be held in Lansing, June 26-29. Following a Necrology, a Ɵme of worship and communion were 
shared. The day concluded with the serving of a luncheon. 
 

Elsewhere in this newsleƩer, please find infor-
maƟon about a fun-filled Michigan CongregaƟon-
al Family Camp opportunity now planned for the 
second weekend of July. 
 

Finally, it gives me joy to share that Tom Van Tas-
sell, my husband, has been asked to serve as His-
torian of the NACCC. His nominaƟon will be con-
firmed by the delegates at the annual meeƟng 
and conference in Springfield, MA later this 
month. 
 

Grateful to be in the Way together, 
 

Wendy Van Tassell 
CongregaƟonal Way Captain 

Camp Cost: $25/camper or $75/family 
Make checks payable to MCSC 

 

RegistraƟon Deadline: June 14th, 2026 
RegistraƟon packets are available  

in the church office. 
 

Send RegistraƟon Packet and payment to:  
Mary Lynne Sklba 

4650 South Merrill Rd. 
Merrill, MI 48637 
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The Saugatuck/Douglas Ministerial AssociaƟon is collaboraƟng for a se-
ries of prayer services for the whole community. Plans are sƟll coming 
about, but it's looking like the 3rd Sundays at 3:00pm. Everyone will be 
welcome to gather for a brief Ɵme of prayer for global peace and music 
(about a half hour) at one of our local parks.  
 

June 21st - Coghlin Park 
July 19th - base of Mount Baldy 

August 16th - Wades Bayou 
 

Keep your eye on the bulleƟn announcements and social media for up-
dates on these prayer services.  

A BIG thank you to Troop 29's newest Eagle Scout, Alex CarloƩo, who installed 
this beauƟful LiƩle Free Library outside of the church on May 23rd.  This library 
also features a Prayer Request Box, which we hope the community will uƟ-
lize.  Following worship on Pentecost Sunday the congregaƟon had a chance to 
bless this project.   
 

"We dedicate this LiƩle Free Library to our wonderful neighborhood. May this 
small box be a source of big adventures, a place where minds can grow, and a 
symbol of the kindness and connecƟon we share. Take a book, share a book, 
and may this library always be a blessing to those who visit it.” 

SubmiƩed by Pastor Sarah 

We are pleased to announce that we have some dates on the calendar!  Carpet has been ordered through 
Carpet Bonanza in Zeeland.  The install will take place in three phases: Phase 1: Sanctuary and Foyer, August 
17-24. Phase 2: Chapel and Sunday School Rooms Area, and Phase 3: August 31-September 4.  PainƟng and 
upholstery work will be happening in coordinaƟon with those dates.  The congregaƟon can expect the church 
meeƟng house to be a construcƟon zone from mid-August to mid-September. 
 

The Task Team met on May 24th following worship. We are preparing a presentaƟon for the congregaƟon on 
June 21.  All chosen design materials (carpet, upholstery, furniture and paint samples) will be available to 
view in the Fellowship Hall along with an update on projected costs.   
 

Just a reminder that the Building Improvement Task Team consists of: Nyla Hensley, Cathy Brockington, Kim-
berley DeBoer, Danny Mayer and Pastor Sarah.   

· As of 04/30/26 we have $1,472.64 in our General Fund Checking. 
· Heritage fund - YTD gain/loss, transfers & expenses has our unrestricted balance down $4,704. 
· YTD money market transfers $20,000  04/30 Unrestricted Heritage Fund Balance $109,275.71. 
· April expenses are $17,902.07, CollecƟons $7,041.20. 
· YTD Expenses are $4,039.38 under budget, collecƟons are $708.80 under budget.  

SubmiƩed by Janna Rudich, Treasurer 
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Bringing women together for service, fellowship, and spiritual growth. 

Summer Ɵme means Bake Sale Time! 

The weekly summer bake sales at Saugatuck’s Music in the Park begins Wednesday, June 17.  We have fi-
nalized our baked goods price list to be posted for consistent pricing from week to week.  Two sales per-
sons are needed to man the table from 6:00pm to 8:30pm each week.  Sign-up sheets will be available on 
June 7 for volunteers to set up and sell donated baked goods.  We request that congregaƟon members 
who are willing to donate home baked cookies, bars, sweet breads, etc. have them individually wrapped 
and delivered to the church by 3:00pm on Wednesdays. Danny Mayer and Robert Moore have again 
offered to help sales set up and take down the tent and sales table.  

We have made arrangements to provide dessert trays during the Pride FesƟval at the History Center in 
Douglas on June 3 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.  If you are willing to provide colorful cookies or desserts, please 
use the sign up sheet on the welcome table in the sanctuary.  Please deliver your individually wrapped 
cookies or desserts to the church by 3:00pm on Wednesday, June 3.  Also, a free will offering will be collect-
ed to support the fesƟval. 

Several of the Women’s Fellowship members are conƟnuing to work on the pansy coasters that we intend 
to present to the residents of the Cove at Golden Orchard in the fall.  If you would like to craŌ a pansy 
coaster or two, contact Wendy Van Tassel for instrucƟons and supplies.  

A big THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who donates their 
Ɵme, talents, and baked goods to make the Women’s 
Fellowship events a success!  We couldn’t do it without 
you! 

The next meeƟng of Women’s Fellowship will be 
Wednesday, June 3 at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  
Wine @ 5 will be Thursday, June 18 at 5:00pm at the 
Douglas Root Beer Barrel. 

Please join us! 

Pat Gentry, President 

SubmiƩed by Vicki Boyce 

 

We, Easter People, collected $695 for our special offering in support of 
ChildVoice! Thank you for your generosity.  
 

Our next special offering will be collected on June 14th for “Fishers of Men", a 
mission based in Mexico. Founded in 2003, their EvangelisƟc Medical Missions 
Caravans offer free medical and dental care throughout Mexico.  Refuge Ranch, 
located in central Mexico, serves as the site for a new forever family for children 
who are orphaned. AddiƟonal informaƟon can be found at fishersofmenmexi-
co.org.  
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- For the Hallgren family as they grieve the loss of 
Wendy. 
- For all those navigating mental health concerns. 
- For Don Brake, we give a shout of joyful praise, as 
he has found aƯordable/sustainable housing. 
- For Vickie and Michael (family of Sue Nelson) as 
Vickie's body is no longer responding to her cancer 
treatments. 
- For a friend of Sue Nelson who recently died via 
suicide.  
- For the family and friends of Kay Price (friend of 
the Van Tassells) who recently died. 
- For Mary Dean (Sister in Law of Myrna Dornan) 
who is in her final days. 
- For Anna Lauer (daughter of our OƯice Adminis-
trator, Sandra) who is now on anti-seizure medica-
tion. 
- For the war in Iran. And all of our service mem-
bers. For Kevin stationed in South Korea. 
- For all the expecting mothers: Lelaina Hanner. 
- For The Terlouw Family's adoption journey. 
- For those swamped with financial concerns, 
seeking employment, and needing safe/aƯordable 
housing. 
- For those healing and in need of strength: Gerrit 
Sturrus, Jack (Robert Moore's Dog), Brad Rudich, 
Adam Schafer. 
- For those needing encouragement: Joel, Zac, 
Brandon, Norm, Sam and Natalie. 
- For those navigating cancer:  Carol Wiskowski, 
Chelsea, Samantha, Rocky, Arleen, Vicky, Sharon, 
Cheryl Kaletka, Jedd, Wayne YƯ, Nancy, Larry, 
Rainna and many, many more. 
- For all those with Dementia or Alzheimer's. That 
God might bring them peace and clarity of mind. 
- For the ministry of Christian Neighbors. 
- For those battling addiction. 
- For all those struggling with depression. 
- For families navigating political tensions. 
- For all those detained by ICE. 
- For our hurting planet, that we all might be moti-
vated to take better care of our earthy home. 
- For all of those recovering from COVID and en-
during long COVID symptoms. 

A delegaƟon of Pastor Sarah, Tom and Wendy 
Van Tassell will be traveling to the Annual 
MeeƟng and Conference to represent our con-
gregaƟon.  
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296 Hoffman  -  PO Box 633  -  Saugatuck, MI 49453  -  269-857-2929  
1stcongregaƟonal.net - Office Hours: 8:30am-12:30pm, Tues and Thurs - office@1stcongregaƟonal.net 

JUNE 

Worshiƛ witź uơ everƻ Sundaƻ aƦ 10aƌ! Iƍ-persoƍ anŪ onlinŬ. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

District 
AA 

6:30pm 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

10am  

Board of 
Ministry 
6:30pm 

Wine @ 5 
Douglas 

Root Beer 
Barrell 

Boy Scouts 
Sundays, 6pm 
 
Cub Scouts 
Wednesdays: 
6pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Recovery Groups Schedule 
Tuesdays: AA, 12pm 
Wednesdays: AA, 12:30pm 
Thursdays: AA, 7pm 
Thursdays: Al-Anon, 7pm 
 
 

LCC 
Thursdays, 6pm 
 
Kitchen Rental 
Fridays, 5pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parking Lot 
Rental 
All Day 

LCC Board 
MeeƟng 
10:30am 

Music in 
the Park 

Bake Sale 
7pm 

Music in 
the Park 

Bake Sale 
7pm 

NACCC 
Annual 

MeeƟng 

NACCC Annual MeeƟng 

Prayers for 
Peace 

Coghlin Park 
3pm 

The Orchards  
at Douglas  

Cove Worship 
2:30pm 


