
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF SAUGATUCK
BOARD OF MINISTRY

June 12, 2023

Call to order:  Moderator Brockington at 6:35pm

Present:  Jewett, Yff, Boyce, Brockington, T.Terlouw,  Rusiecki, Gentry, Plapp; Also Present:   W. 
VanTassell.

Devotional:  Wendy VanTassell

Minutes:  Motion to approve May 8, 2023 minutes (Boyce/Yff).  Carried unanimously.

Public Comment:  Thanks to G. Sturrus and D. Mayer for attaching the chair back to the organ bench.

Treasurer Report:  General Fund $16,394, Heritage Fund $383,162, May expenses $8539,  May 
collections $5778, May capital campaign $590, total capital campaign $35,040.  Huntington savings 
account moved to Raymond James money market fund at 5% interest.  
Motion to reclassify $2000 from CE Director Budget to new line item for Nursery Attendant 
(T.Terlouw/Boyce).  Carried unanimously.

Moderator Report:  Policy manual revisions project is going slowly.  Currently resides work flowy  but 
will be transitioning to Google Docs.

Clerk:  Birthdates for the 3 new babies are March 21 – Isaac & Nathaniel Wingard, April 18 – Isla 
Terlouw.

Delegate Report:  Congregational Churches in the West and Northwest are active and in good shape.  
Delegation from NACCC is doing mission work at Cherokee Nation Church.  Easter offering went to 
Christian ministry in the National Parks where college students will do summer and winter missions.  

Pastor Report:  Home visits to Betty White and Barb Baker, attended Sydney Baker graduation open 
house, did service at Douglas Cove, have enjoyed interim pastoring, Pastor Sarah will be back in the 
office after July 4, T.VanTassell is at NACCC board meeting tonight.

Captain Reports

Community Life:  Church picnic is set at Fell in Love Farm for July 16, Welcome back coffee hour for 
Sarah June 18, Cathy B will get a cake.

Congregational Care:    Connie is sending out birthday and anniversary cards, shepherd’s list needs 
updating – Connie and Amory will work together to update.

Worship Arts:  Pastor Sarah and Tim will attend NACCC annual meeting in Milwaukee June 25, Kate 
Meyer will preach, Kristyn will send out updated communion setup lists.



Stewardship:  Christian Neighbors received 19 boxes of cereal, July 16 picnic will follow regular 10am 
service, July 9th will be a noisy offering for Fell in Love Farm, 4th of July parade participation was 
discussed.

Congregational Way:  June 24-27 NACCC Annual meeting is Milwaukee.

Building:   Savatree inspected leaning tree - $2000 to remove limbs to lower fall risk. Tree next to it is 
dead and will cost $2500 to be taken down.  Vamoose placed live traps in eaves and repaired entry 
holes.  Office storage, old desk and credenza went to Bibles for Mexico, elevator was inspected and 
repairs occurred on June 9, Gerritt and Dan installed a back rest on the organ bench.

Christian Education:  HS Graduates received the following books:  Seeking God’s Face – Praying with the 
Bible through the year, Let your Life Speak – Listening for the voice of vocation.  College WMU grad 
received a flexisoft NRSV Bible with apocrypha.

Old Business:  Both Bob Ruddy and Nyla Hensley are interested in the organ dedication in Sept or Oct.  
Capital Campaign is at $35,040 currently, pocket hugs available at Music in the Park, Newsletter articles 
due June 19th, Motion to approve rental use for Dance Asylum June 5th (Rusiecki/Yff) Carried 
unanimously.

New Business:  Discussion regarding paid Nursery attendant, time frame would be 9a-12p every Sunday.
Job description for nursery attendant to include good application form, minimum qualifications and 
references.  No advertising for nursery attendant at this time.  Motion to approve church rental for 
Ribuado reunion July 22nd at $275 + $100 refundable deposit (Yff/Plapp) Carried unanimously.  Motion to
approve June 19th 6p-9p Lakeshore Community chorus to use sanctuary for new director auditions 
(Yff/Jewett)  Carried unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.

Respectfully submitted by Kathy Plapp, clerk.


