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From the Pastor’s Desk

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. This is
how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence
on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear
in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love
because he first loved us. - 1 John 4: 16b-19

L\T/’—

Jenny Cavalleri in the 1970 film Love Story said, “Love means never hav-
ing to say you’re sorry.” What do you think? Have you found that to be
true in your loving relationships?

That doesn’t ring true for me. There are days when | live with an “I'm
sorry” on my lips. “I'm sorry | was grumpy with you...”, “I'm sorry | hurt
you...”, “I'm sorry that | didn’t follow through...”. Little things and big
things alike. The push and pull of apologizing and forgiveness is a natu-
ral part of loving, grounded partnerships.

Our loving relationships have expectations, agreements and boundaries.
Commitments that are both spoken and assumed. If Love Story was try-
ing to deliver something truthful, | might rewrite the script to say, “Love
means there is a way back.” Or “Love means the work is worth it.”

There is only one relationship that we have where, indeed, “Love means
never having to say you’re sorry.” And that is our relationship with
Christ. We are loved and embraced unconditionally by our Lord. We are
loved beyond imagining and beyond what we may deem as sensible.
God loves us without boundaries, expectations or any agreements. It is
a love based on divine resolve, based on the cross, based on the Em-
manuel - the gift of God with us.

God is love. And we live in God’s grace.

As 1 John says, “In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love.”
Because God loved us first we are free to risk and try and pursue. Be-
cause God first loved us, we don’t have to be chained by fear of failure.
Because God first loved us, we can say “I'm sorry...” to those we care for,
trusting that there is a way back to them. Jesus modeled the right way
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From the Pastor’s Desk, Continued...

to be and live. We are to try and do likewise in all things.
In that way we live in confidence. Confident that come
the day we stand before the Lord for judgement that our
story might be one of Love. Love received, lavished in,
and love given.

May we be like Christ. Might we love big.

All together in Christ,
Rev. Sarah Terlouw
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QUIET DAY RETREAT

Saturday, February 14th
9:30am - 3pm

Give yourself some love and enjoy a quiet day
retreat to be held in Frank Lamb's lovely home,
nestled in the woods of Wilderness Ridge in
Douglas. Guided by Rev. Wendy Van Tassell,
“Known in Solitude | Am Known by Love”, this
spiritual retreat will create a unique
opportunity for you to receive guidance during
designated periods of silence, pondering
scripture and readings in solitude. The retreat
will include three times for meditation and
reflection, a boxed lunch, and communion at the

conclusion of the event.

Registration forms are available on the welcome
table and are due by February 4th.

' The Orchards at

February 8th, 2:30pm

Douglas Cove Worship ™
3

Ways to Worship

Each Sunday at 10am.

You are invited to worship with us in person, or
online via our Facebook livestream. The video
of our worship service is also uploaded every
week to our church’s YouTube Channel, so you
can catch the whole service any time. The
church can be found on Facebook and YouTube
by doing a simple search for First Congregation-
al Church of Saugatuck. It is also on our church
website.

Ways to Serve

In Worship:
There are sign up sheets for Greeters, Fellow-

ship Host, Liturgist, Poet, Tech Helper, and
Hymn Leader. Sign ups are open to everyone!

In the Community:

Check out the “Donation Zone” by the handicap
entrance of the church. There you will see
shelving and baskets to place your in-kind dona-
tions for our various seasonal mission projects.
We regularly collect requested items for area
non-profits like the Christian Neighbors food
pantry or the domestic violence shelter. Their
needs change often so keep your eye on the
weekly worship bulletin for updates.

Ways to Give

Make a Donation:

Your financial gifts to the church remain vitally
important to keeping our building functioning
for the community, keeping our staff paid, and
keeping our ministries active! Thank you for
your ongoing support.

You can mail your checks to:
First Congregational Church
PO Box 633

Saugatuck Ml 49453

Or you can give online via the Tithe.ly platform.
Scan this QR code to
get connected.
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Women'’s Fellowship
Bringing women together for service, fellowship, and spiritual growth.
This will be my last newsletter as President of Women’s Fel- All Women of the Church

lowship. Due to my becoming Moderator, it was decided for
me to step down from this position. The officers for Wom-
en’s Fellowship in 2026 are:

Gather with others for a time of
relaxation and fellowship. Drink
or eat whatever you like and
pay your own tab.

The %
éoutherner

Thursday
February 19th, 5:00pm

Pat Gentry, President
Wendy Van Tassell, Treasurer
Sue Nelson, Secretary

At our January meeting, we decided to change our Bible @ 5

Study to a more simpler devotional at the beginning of each

meeting. We also discussed events we would hold in 2026.

These events would focus on our mission statement, that of

service, fellowship and spiritual growth, and our regular events such as Music in the Park and the Holiday
Market. We discussed having a booth of some sort at community events including the Douglas Socials.

One event we are really excited about is to have a “Baby Shower for Mary!” This would be a baby shower to
collect diapers (and other baby items) for Christian Neighbors. Watch this space for more information at a
later date.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 4th at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.
Wine @5: Thursday, February 19th at The Southerner located in Saugatuck.

It’s been a joy serving the group. Thank you for the opportunity as well for the support you’ve given! God
bless!!

In His Service,
Linda Escott

Financial Snapshot

Submitted by Janna Rudich, Treasurer

e Asof12/31/25 we have $2,845.35 in our General Fund Checking.

e Heritage fund - YTD gain/loss, transfers & expenses has our unrestricted balance down $2,394.72.
e YTD money market transfers $30,000. 12/31 Unrestricted Heritage Fund Balance $113,929.05.

e December expenses are $17,209.37, Collections $7,754.60.

e YTD Expenses are $1,627 under budget, collections are $6,779 under budget.




by Lauren Wright Pittman

Inspired by Ephesians 3:20-21
N"x14" Hand-carved block
printed with oil-based ink on
paper, with gold leaf detail

Lent was originally a season for new converts to learn and
perpare for their baptism on Easter. During that time, they
would study what was central to Christianity. This Lenten
worship series was crafted to do just that, to study the
lessons central to Jesus' life and ministry: welcome, love of
neighbor, care for the vulnerable, nourishment for the
hungry, nonviolence in the face of injustice. At the heart of
Jesus’ teachings we find liberation, love, mercy, and grace -
all of which are meant to be very good news for us all.

Jesus’ words are easily distorted and sanitized in our modern
world. Following Jesus leads to a richer, more expansive life,
but it's not necessarily comfortable. Jesus' ministry can be
described as “radical” which comes from the Latin word
“radicalis,” meaning “root” or “ground.” Therefore, the good
news should bring us back to our roots. Emulating Jesus
and embodying his teachings should ground us in who God
created us to be. Can we be “Good news" people in a world
too often burdened by bad news?

This Lent, let us remember that the good news really is good
news. It is joyful - like fine wine saved for a celebration. It
grows like a mustard seed and smells like perfume poured
from an alabaster jar. It tastes like bread passed endlessly
through a hungry crowd. It sounds like laughter and feels
like mercy. The good news is alive in the world.

Let us pray that this worship series provides fertile ground
for conversation and discipleship, rooting our hearts and
lives in the expansive goodness of God! May the teachings
of Jesus lead us forward. May the good news inspire us to
take action in a world desperate to hear, see, and taste what
is good.

Y

Grounding ourselves in
the good news this Lent
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Help Secure the Future of The Congregationalist
Peggy Griffith, NACCC Director of Development

For 176 years, The Congregationalist has been more than a magazine - it's been a steadfast voice con-
necting our churches, celebrating our shared ministry, and preserving our Congregational heritage. As
one of the oldest continuously published magazines in America, it offers something rare in today's world:
depth, continuity, and community.

omZo0Ol O

Today, The Congregationalist stands at a crossroads. Despite growing readership and enduring relevance,
it faces the same economic pressures that have silenced many historic publications. That's why we're
launching The Congregationalist Campaign - a vital step toward ensuring this treasured resource contin-
ues to inform, connect, and inspire for generations to come.

Your gift to this campaign isn't just a one-time donation—it's a lasting investment that will generate on-
going income, ensure accessibility for all readers, and preserve the editorial independence that makes
The Congregationalist such a vital part of our fellowship.

We invite you to be part of this legacy. To learn more about the campaign and make your gift today, go
to www.naccc.org/donate/the-congregationalist-campaign/?blm_aid=26576.

Together, we can ensure The Congregationalist continues its sacred mission for another 176 years.

The Congregationalist is published four times a year, in March, June, September, and December. Print
copies are available on the welcome table. Digitalized versions of published issues can be found on,
www.naccc.org/thecongregationalist/. As part of your NACCC membership, all active member churches
who wish to receive The Congregationalist are mailed at least one print copy of each edition free of
charge. To request a free personal subscription to the magazine, go to the online contact form at
WWw.naccc.org/contact-us/.

All together in Christ,
Wendy Van Tassell
Congregational Way Captain

- e 28 Everyone is welcome to come together
VI s I o D IVI n a in the Gathering Room for a time of
contemplation and Scripture to honor

February 18th, 7pm Ash Wednesday.

A little about Visio Divina: Latin for “divine seeing,” Visio Divina is a meth-
od of mediation, reflection, and prayer through a process of intentional
seeing. Visio Divina extends the 6th century practice of Lectio Divina by
the use of visual imagery. Traditionally, Visio Divina was accompanied by
Benedictine iconography and illuminations. However, different faith tradi-
tions have adapted the process over time, utilizing both secular and non-
secular images.




Worship Arts
Submitted by Linda Escott

Our Lenten journey begins soon! Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday when we will have Visio Divina followed by
the distribution of ashes. This year we will be using the
Lenten Sanctified Art series, “Tell Me Something
Good.”

Upcoming Dates:
Ash Wednesday: February 18th
Palm Sunday: March 29th
Maundy Thursday: April 2nd
Good Friday: April 3rd
Easter: April 5th
Holy Humor Sunday: April 12th

Thank you for the privilege of serving as Worship Arts
Captain. | know you’ll give Kathy Plapp the same sup-
port as you graciously gave to me! God bless you all!!

Joyfully in Christ,
Linda Escott
Worship Arts Captain

- Congregational Care
Submitted by Sue Nelson

Our Shepherds at FCC keep in contact with
members of the congregation and those that
are homebound through cards, phone calls
and even home visits. We keep in contact
with the Pastor with updates on our "flock".

Through the work of the Shepherds, meal
trains can be established for those in
need. Rides to appointments are arranged
and what ever/where ever help is required,
our Shepherds step in.

Our wonderful Shepherds include:

Cathy Brockington
Char Houseman
Connie Rusiecki
Kathy Plapp

Sue Nelson, Captain

TOJA
Sue Nelson

LENTEN SOUP
SUPPERS

Wednesdays

February 25"- April 1*

Join us for a time of Bible

study, sharing the good news,

and hearty fellowship.



Missions
Submitted by Vicki Boyce

Once again we are blessed by the generosity of our congregation! The December special offering for City on
the Hill collected $668.00.

The Board of Ministry has identified the following recipients for special offerings in 2026: Christian Neighbors,
Wishbone Pet Rescue, Seafarer’s Friend, and ChildVoice. Information regarding each will be on the bulletin
board at the top of the stairs to the Fellowship Hall and included in upcoming publications.

Christian Neighbors "By The Number”

Submitted by Pastor Sarah

While attending the Christian Neighbors quarterly board meeting, | got to thinking the congregation might
like a "by the numbers" overview of CN’s good work in our community. The following is a report offered by
Christian Neighbors Director, JoAnn Delonge. Thank you all for your ongoing support and prayer for this vital
community ministry. And remember February is the food pantry's PEANUT BUTTER collection!

Director's Report:

Christian Neighbors has seen about 300 different families for a total of 787 visits this quarter (October - De-
cember). This is an increase of about 60 visits. This includes those who come on a regular basis, as well as
those who come one-time only. In addition to food, these families received 514 pieces of used clothing, 119
packages of diapers, 89 sets of used linens, 83 sets of towels, 95 blankets, and various household items.

We continue to thank God for this wonderful group of volunteers. In tracking the number of volunteers and
their hours of service, | have been amazed at the dedication. In the past three months, there have been 70
regular volunteers, working a total of 2,500 hours! This does not include those who helped with special pro-
jects (coats, Thanksgiving, and Christmas).

GRANTS
We received the grant from Delano Foundation: $1000 Outerwear, $3000 Back-to-School.
We will be submitting a request to DUCC for Back-to-School clothing.

Electric, Heat and Rent Assistance
Electric - 12 families Heat — 5 families Rent — 10 families

Wish Bone Pet Program
This program has been highly successful. For this quarter 1069 packets of food was distributed
for (an average of 356 per month). These pets come from about 260 families per month.

WINTER COATS

Distribution took place in October. 110 Kids and 52 Adults re-
ceived coats. We still have a large Help Spread Hope!

inventory to start the new year. Peanut Butter Drive
THANKSGIVING
150 client families and 2 from area churches received food for a January 23-Febl‘ual‘y 28
Thanksgiving meal. Also,

. - January 23 is National
Pullman received food for 122 families.

Peanut Butter Day and
it kicks off the
CHRISTMAS ‘ Christian Neighbors’

annual Peanut Butter

200 client families received gifts and a food basket. 260 kids re- Drive

ceived new outfits, pajamas and ]
N *
toys. Jars can be dropped.off
| at the church's donation
zone.




Prayer Requests

- For Tom Schippa who is preparing for a heart procedure.

- For David Brockington who is recovering from heart surgery.

- For Betty White who is currently at Freedom Inn. Pray for her as she makes decisions regarding her care
once she returns home.

- For those battling loneliness.
- For Joel. A

- For Wendy as she recovers from hammer toe surgery. %\x\
- For the family of Ashley Janik as they grief her passing. &\
- For Michael Gentry who is rebuilding strength. &’/

- For Minneapolis.

- For all caregivers.

- For Wayne Yff who is currently undergoing chemotherapy treatment.

- For Michelle (Connie Rusiecki's Daughter), who has many frustrating health questions.

- For Sam and Natalie Brockington (Cathy Brockington's son and family) who are facing some challenges.
- For those navigating cancer: Kay Price, Arleen, Ashley Janik, Vicky, Sharon, Cheryl Kaletka, Jedd, Wayne Yff,
Nancy, Larry, Rainna and many, many more.

- For the Board of Ministry as it faithfully seeks to steer the congregation.

- For Sue, sister of Robert Moore, who is having significant health issues.

- A joy! Danny Mayer just marked 3 years cancer free!

- For those navigating job changes.

- For Robert Moore, as he is in a trying time.

- For Brad Rudich's health and vitality.

- For Adam Schafer (Mike and Pat Gentry’s grandson) for his health, vitality, and joy as he manages Muscular
Dystrophy.

- For all those with Dementia or Alzheimer's. That God might bring them peace and clarity of mind.

- For Brandon, a young men who need God's guidance, wisdom, and encouragement.

- Ajoy! Ron Edwards received a new kidney! He is currently at U of M Hospital in Ann Arbor recovering.
- For those needing safe and affordable housing.

- For the leaders of our nation - that they might be able to discern the ways of peace and love.

- For Gaza.

- For the ministry of Christian Neighbors.

Jelrutny B

Barry Clark, 2/1 Danny Mayer, 2/20 ] 3
Barb Baker, 2/11 Tara Schafer, 2/21 Mark & Linda Kinnaman. 2/10
STy 2 T e, 2P David & Rebecca Brockington, 2/15

Janna Rudich, 2/20  Jeff Vander Molen, 2/27



FEBRUARY

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Women’s
Fellowship
10am
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
The Orchards District Board of Quiet Day
c at D‘:Iugla:' AA Ministry Retreat
ovzezso::: v 6:30pm 6:30pm 9:30am-3pm

15

16

17

18

Visio
Divina
7pm

19

Wine @ 5
Southerner

20

21

LCC Board
Meeting
10:30am

22

23

24

25

Lenten
Soup
Suppers

26

27

28

Weekly Recovery Groups Schedule

Boy Scouts

Tuesdays: AA, 12pm

Wednesdays: AA, 12:30pm

Thursdays: AA, 7pm

Thursdays: Al-Anon, 7pm
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First Congregational Church

Sundays, 6pm

Cub Scouts
Wednesdays: 6pm

296 Hoffman -

Wership with us evewy Gundany at 10aum! Tn-person and enline.

PO Box 633 - Saugatuck, M1 49453 - 269-857-2929
1stcongregational.net - Office Hours: 8:30am-12:30pm, Tues and Thurs - office@1stcongregational.net




