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Lakeshore  
Congregationalist 

And behold, the star they had seen in the east went on before them, 
unƟl it came to rest over the place where the Child was. When they 

saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great gladness. 
MaƩhew 2: 9b-10 

 Do you remember your Star Word for 2025? 
 Mine was “intenƟon.”  
 Star Words are meant to be a frame for your devoƟonal life 
throughout the year.  It’s a word that invites us each to draw close to 
the Spirit, who guides us all as we experience the divine in newer and 
richer ways. 
 And true enough… “IntenƟon” was a doozy of a Star Word this 
year.  
 Especially as I had some previously untraversed challenges within 
my ministry and friendships.  Which led to many moments of thinking 
carefully about my “intenƟon” vs. my “impact.”  I spent a lot of Ɵme re-
flecƟng on my hopes, plans and intenƟons, side-by-side with exploring 
the impact and actual outcome that my efforts have on others.  Turns 
out posiƟve-hopeful intenƟon does liƩle to erase a negaƟve impact. The 
gap between, is a space that begs for humility and acknowledgment.   
 “IntenƟon” turned out to be a revealing mirror in my devoƟonal 
and professional life.  My Star Word was a sƟnging one this year.  But I 
value its lessons so much.  My previous year’s Star Word was “creaƟvity” 
which was much far more jolly. 
 The Spirit, indeed, moves in curious ways. 
 At worship on January 4th, following our Ɵme of communion, 
you will be invited to draw your Star Word for 2026! I hope you will con-
sider taking part in this Star Word tradiƟon.  AŌer all: 
 - The Magi followed a star which led them to Christ.  
 - Our God is infinitely creaƟve and uses mulƟple ways to speak to 
us, guide us, and meet us where we are at. 
 - As we oŌen miss God at work in our daily life, it is a healthy 
spiritual pracƟce to have an intenƟonal word to listen for in the world.  
Perhaps this Star Word could introduce you to new prayer pracƟces and 
ways of listening deeply for God. 
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Each Sunday at 10am. 
You are invited to worship with us in person, or 
online via our Facebook livestream.  The video 
of our worship service is also uploaded every 
week to our church’s YouTube Channel, so you 
can catch the whole service any Ɵme. The 
church can be found on Facebook and YouTube 
by doing a simple search for First CongregaƟon-
al Church of Saugatuck. It is also on our church 
website.   
 

In Worship: 
There are sign up sheets for Greeters, Fellow-
ship Host, Liturgist, Poet, Tech Helper, and 
Hymn Leader.  Sign ups are open to everyone!   
 
In the Community: 
Check out the “DonaƟon Zone” by the handicap 
entrance of the church.  There you will see 
shelving and baskets to place your in-kind dona-
Ɵons for our various seasonal mission projects.  
We regularly collect requested items for area 
non-profits like the ChrisƟan Neighbors food 
pantry or the domesƟc violence shelter.  Their 
needs change oŌen so keep your eye on the 
weekly worship bulleƟn for updates.   
 

 

Make a DonaƟon: 
Your financial giŌs to the church remain vitally 
important to keeping our building funcƟoning 
for the community, keeping our staff paid, and 
keeping our ministries acƟve!  Thank you for 
your ongoing support. 
 
You can mail your checks to:
First CongregaƟonal Church 
PO Box 633 
Saugatuck MI 49453 
 
Or you can give online via the Tithe.ly plaƞorm.   
Scan this QR code to  
get connected. 
 

 
 
 
 

 - You may be surprised by what a Star Word could 
turn up in your heart and life.  
 

 Friends, may you be blessed in this new year!  May 
God find you in curious ways and through curious pracƟc-
es.  And thank you for being my partners in ministry.  
 
All together in Christ,  
Rev. Sarah Terlouw 

The Orchards at  
Douglas Cove Worship 
January 11th, 2:30pm 

 
January 24th, 10am-11am 

Prayers & PossibiliƟes is an open Ɵme of conversaƟon and 
prayer for our community. We talk about concerns on our 
heart and opportuniƟes to spread God’s love in the neigh-
borhood around us. 
 

Come and chat! Come and wonder at how the church 
might be welcome to all! 
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Poet 
January 4: Wendy Van Tassell 
January 11: Linda EscoƩ 
January 18: Sue Nelson 
January 25: Kristyn Boyce 

Hymn Leader 
January 4: Connie Rusiecki 
January 11:  
January 18: Sue Nelson 
January 25:  
  

Greeter 
January 4:  
January 11: Connie & Dan Rusiecki 
January 18: Sue Nelson 
January 25: Kristyn Boyce 
 

Liturgist 
January 4: Danny Mayer 
January 11: Linda EscoƩ 
January 18: Wendy Van Tassell 
January 25: Cathy Brockington 
 

Fellowship Host 
January 4:  
January 11: Cathy Brockington 
January 18:  
January 25: Kristyn Boyce Communion Set Up 

Connie Rusiecki 

Thanks for giving!  Our congregaƟon donated 
47 cake mixes and 41 frosƟngs, along with 
other food items, to ChrisƟan Neighbors for 
Thanksgiving food baskets. The 'GiŌ of Love' 
donaƟons at the church included a 
'sleigh' (i.e. Ford Escape) full of small house-
hold/kitchen appliances, toys, towel sets, 
clothing, giŌ wrapping supplies and other 
requested items in addiƟon to those taken 
directly to ChrisƟan Neighbors.  May your 
generosity bring you blessings!  

SubmiƩed by Vicki Boyce 
 

· As of 11/30/25 we had $9,951.35 in our General  

Fund Checking. 

· Heritage Fund - YTD gain/loss, transfers & expens-

es has our unrestricted balance down $795.23. 

· YTD money market transfers $30,000. 11/30 Unre-

stricted Heritage Fund Balance $115,528.54. 

· November expenses are $9,530.25, CollecƟons 

$9,619.48. 

· YTD Expenses are $6,600 under budget, Collec-

Ɵons are $6,863 under budget.  

SubmiƩed by Janna Rudich, Treasurer 

 

Caring for a church building is a constant. Here are some 
of the projects that were completed this fall.   
 

1) Replaced all of the Exit signs, per a request from the 
Fire Department. 
2) Replaced the can lights in the elevator hallway. 
3) Replaced several ceiling Ɵles. 
4) Oversaw lots of leaf removal. 
5) Gathered quotes for building updates in 2026: 
painƟng, carpet and upholstery.  
6) Replaced 2 windows in the office. 
7) Before the end of the year, we will have purchased a 
new AED device. 
 

SubmiƩed by Danny Mayer & Pastor Sarah 
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The most recent issue of E-News from the NaƟonal AssociaƟon of CongregaƟonal ChrisƟan Churches, 
MOMC (Mission and Ministry Outreach Council) announced a new Global Mission Partner, ChildVoice. 
Based in Newmarket, New Hampshire, ChildVoice serves children and youth affected by war and exploi-
taƟon by providing safe, therapeuƟc care, spiritual and emoƟonal counseling, educaƟon, and vocaƟonal 
training. With a vision to bring God’s restoraƟon to every conflict zone, they have already reached more 
than 15,000 children, youth, and families, achieving remarkable success in helping girls complete voca-
Ɵonal programs and reintegrate into their communiƟes.  For more informaƟon, check out their webpage: 
childvoice.org  
 
Together in Christ, 
Wendy Van Tassell 
CongregaƟonal Way Captain 

UPCOMING QUIET DAY RETREAT FOR OUR WHOLE CHURCH FAMILY 
Saturday, February 14th, 9:30am - 3pm 

 
This coming ValenƟne's Day, Saturday, February 14th, give yourself some love and enjoy a quiet day retreat 
to be held in Frank Lamb's lovely home, nestled in the woods of Wilderness Ridge in Douglas. Guided by Rev. 
Wendy Van Tassell, Known in Solitude I Am Known by Love, this spiritual retreat will create a unique oppor-
tunity for you to receive guidance during designated periods of silence, pondering scripture and readings in 
solitude.  The retreat will include three Ɵmes for meditaƟon and reflecƟon, a boxed lunch, and communion 
at the conclusion of the event. Watch for a registraƟon flyer which will be available in early January. In the 
meanƟme, please reserve the Ɵme on your calendar. 

 
Bringing women together for service, fellowship, and spiritual growth. 

The bake sale at the Holiday Market that was held at the church 
on November 28th and 29th went well.  Sue Nelson, Cathy 
Brockington and I were at the table selling the cookies.  The 
event was to run from 10am-6pm that Saturday, but with the 
impending storm it ended at 4 pm. That said, we sƟll managed 
to raise $243.50!  Thanks to all those who donated Christmas 
cookies and those who purchased Christmas cookies! 
 

There was no Bible Study in December as it was our “Cookie 
Tin” meeƟng.  At this meeƟng we assembled Ɵns of cookies for 
our staff, home members as well as five trays for police, DPW, 
and fire. We also gave checks of appreciaƟon to our staff. 
 

Next MeeƟng: Wednesday, January 7th at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. 
Wine @5: Thursday, January 15th at Spectators Sports Bar & Grill located at 6432 Blue Star Hwy in Sau-
gatuck. 
 
In His Service, 
 
Linda EscoƩ 
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Open Board of Ministry roles for the coming year 
 
Moderator (2026-2027, parƟal term) 
Our Moderator keeps the Board of Ministry focused on our mission: “Love God, love each other and 
serve our community.”   
 

Here are some roles and responsibiliƟes:  
 - UpliŌ the democraƟc decision making process of the church. 
 - Implement opportuniƟes to upliŌ the congregaƟon's leadership. 
 - Preside over all church leadership meeƟngs. 
 - Hold other leadership accountable to their roles. 
 - Host the annual planning meeƟng and CongregaƟonal MeeƟngs. 
 - Train new leadership. 
 - Maintain board communicaƟons.   
 
Building Captain (2026-2029) 
Our Building Captain oversees the stewardship and repair of the church building and grounds. 
 

Here are some roles and responsibiliƟes: 
 - Maintain a relaƟonship with Church Mutual and make sure the property is sufficiently  
   insured. 
 - Coordinate seasonal "clean up" days. 
 - Coordinate seasonal upkeep of equipment (such as the sprinkler  
   system and furnaces). 
 - Maintain a maintenance log and church upkeep in partnership with the Office Manager. 
 - Schedule work with contractors. 
 - Collect bids on projects when needed. 
 
ChrisƟan EducaƟon Captain (2026-2029) 
Our ChrisƟan EducaƟon Captain oversees the educaƟonal opportuniƟes the church offers for all ag-
es.  
 

Here are some roles and responsibiliƟes:  
 - Assist the Pastor in selecƟng and implemenƟng curriculum for the whole congregaƟon. This 
   includes various Adult Bible Study Programs and Children's Programs. 
 - Contribute to the newsleƩer regarding educaƟonal opportuniƟes.  
 - Assist with cross-generaƟonal worship acƟviƟes. 
 
 

For full descripƟons of these roles, please refer to our Church ConsƟtuƟon.  
If you are interested in any of these posiƟons, please speak to our  

Moderator Pro-Tem, Connie Rusiecki.  
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Join us for Epiphany Sunday - January 4th 
 

We cap off the Christmas season and mark the turning of the year during our 
Epiphany Sunday worship service!  Together we will bless the church for its 
year of ministry ahead by Chalking the Doorways, and we will hand out Star 
Words.  You can also look forward to some beauƟful special music from the 
Men's Trio (this Ɵme a quartet).  Please plan on coming to this unique and 
hopeful worship service. 

A Blessing for the Seekers 
By Rev. Sarah Speed 

 
Blessed are you who turn your face up to the sky, 
who open your arms to feel the wind, 
who noƟce all the things that we should noƟce. 
Blessed are you who are fluent in wonder 
and familiar with awe. 
Blessed are you who, even now, dream dreams, 
who have not lost hope, 
who swear the glass is sƟll half-full. 
Blessed are you who plant trees 
and sing the harmony, 
who tell the children how this world can be magic. 
Blessed are you who 
walk and seek 
and turn over every stone, 
poinƟng out all the corners and colors 
that God lives in. 
Blessed are you. 
Amen. 

On November 23rd, the community gathered for a special Her-
itage Sunday feast!  Thank you to all of our cooks, turkey carv-
ers, and washer-uppers. 

WhootvillŬ ParadŬ 

We had the joy and privilege of hosƟng the 
Lakeshore Community Chorus' holiday concert - “Be 
The GiŌ.” Along with an incredible line up of music, 
the chorus highlighted area non-profits and pro-
grams that seek to meet the needs of our neigh-
bors. On the Welcome Table, they set out bro-
chures for programs that addressed food insecurity, 
domesƟc violence, housing needs, animal rescue, 
and social opportuniƟes for those in lonely situa-
Ɵons.  Along with being serenaded with lovely mu-
sic, the community received a call to acƟon! 
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- For Tom Schippa who is having medical tests done. 
- For BeƩy White who is currently at Resthaven. 
- For those baƩling loneliness. 
- For Michael Gentry who is rebuilding strength. 
- For all caregivers. 
- For Wayne Yff who is currently undergoing chemotherapy treatment. 
- For Michelle (Connie Rusiecki's Daughter), who has many frustraƟng 
health quesƟons. 
- For Sam and Natalie Brockington (Cathy Brockington's son and fami-
ly) who are facing some challenges. 
- For those navigaƟng cancer: Kay Price, Arleen, Ashley Janik, Vicky, 
Sharon, Cheryl Kaletka, Jedd, Wayne Yff, Nancy, Larry, Rainna and 
many, many more. 
- For the Board of Ministry as it faithfully seeks to steer the congrega-
Ɵon.  
- For Sue, sister of Robert Moore, who is having significant health is-
sues. 
- For those navigaƟng job changes. 
- For Robert Moore, as he is in a trying Ɵme. 
- For Brad Rudich's health and vitality. 
- For Adam Schafer (Mike and Pat Gentry’s grandson) for his health, 
vitality, and joy as he manages Muscular Dystrophy. 
- For all those with DemenƟa or Alzheimer's. That God might bring 
them peace and clarity of mind.  
- For Brandon, a young men who need God's guidance, wisdom, and 
encouragement.  
- For Ron Edwards (brother of David Edwards) who is awaiƟng a new 
kidney. 
- For those needing safe and affordable housing.  
- For the leaders of our naƟon - that they might be able to discern the 
ways of peace and love. 
- For Gaza. 
- For the ministry of ChrisƟan Neighbors. 
- For those baƩling addicƟon. 
- For those wrestling with their faith. 
- For all those struggling with depression. 
- For all those seeking safe and affordable housing.  
- For all those being detained by ICE. 
- For our hurƟng planet, that we all might be moƟvated to take beƩer 
care of our earthy home. 
- For all of those dealing with diabetes, and seeking to make significant 
life changes.  
- For all of those recovering from COVID and enduring long 
COVID symptoms.  
- For truth, wisdom and jusƟce - and for the Holy Spirit to heal places 
of deep hate.  
- For an end to gun violence. 

Boy Scout Troop 29 is pleased 
to announce that four of their 
scouts have recently received 
their Eagle Scout Award!  The 
church has been the chartering 
organizaƟon for this troop 
since its beginning, some 80+ 
years ago.  CongratulaƟons!  
 

LEFT TO RIGHT: 
· Scoutmaster Mike Tighe 
· Tommy Bullinger 
· Brooks Massing 
· Myles Broadwater 
· Alex CarloƩo 
· Frankie Bullinger 

A big thank you to Laura Van 
Tassell for Zooming in following 
our showing of the film 
Audrey's Children! Audrey's 
Children is a biographical dra-
ma that features the life of Dr. 
Audrey Evans, a pediatric on-
cologist in Philadelphia who 
founded the Ronald McDonald. 
House ChariƟes. Laura, who is 
on staff at the flagship Ronald 
McDonald House in Philadelph-
ia, was able to share all about 
the charity's work today.   
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296 Hoffman  -  PO Box 633  -  Saugatuck, MI 49453  -  269-857-2929  
1stcongregaƟonal.net - Office Hours: 8:30am-12:30pm, Tues and Thurs - office@1stcongregaƟonal.net 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

JANUARY 

Worshiƛ witź uơ everƻ Sundaƻ aƦ 10aƌ! Iƍ-persoƍ anŪ onlinŬ. 

District 
AA 

6:30pm 

Boy Scouts 
Sundays, 6pm 
 

Cub Scouts 
Wednesdays: 6pm 
 

 

Weekly Recovery Groups Schedule 
Tuesdays: AA, 12pm 
Wednesdays: AA, 12:30pm 
Thursdays: AA, 7pm 
Thursdays: Al-Anon, 7pm 
 

The Orchards 
at Douglas 

Cove Worship 
2:30pm 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

10am  

Board of 
Ministry 
6:30pm 

LCC Board 
MeeƟng 
10:30am 

Wine @ 5 
Spectators 

165th 
Annual 

MeeƟng 

Un-Decking 
the Halls 

10am 

Prayers and 
PossibiliƟes 

10am 

Epiphany 
Sunday 


