
 

1 

 

In This Issue: 
· From the Pastor’s Desk 
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A monthly publica on of the First Congrega onal Church of Saugatuck, est. 1860 

“Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all na ons, 
bap zing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’” - 

Ma hew 28: 18-20 

I have a quick trip to Boston coming up in a couple of weeks (one of my favor-
ite ci es to wander - cannolis and Paul Revere - what’s not to like?).  Once 
I’ve landed in Bean-Town, I’ll be joining our NACCC sister churches in Massa-
chuse s for their annual gathering on March 18th.  I’ve been asked to lead a 
program on innova ve ministry ideas for the future of our churches.  The 
heart of the program is exploring a series of “case studies” - stories of church-
es who have a vision for their future, and have hit the ground running.   
 

To spark our own thinking about our own church’s future, I thought I might 
share a teaser of each of these case studies for your enjoyment: 
 

Case Study 1 - In 2023, who is our neighbor?:  For Central Church, 
their missions field includes the digital sphere.  In 2021, at a full con-
grega onal mee ng, Central Church passed a formal policy to be-
come completely accessible online - board mee ngs, book studies, 
children’s sunday school, youth group, the kni ng club, pastoral 
care, worship, fellowship ac vi es…  The church is ac vely pursuing a 
100% hybrid church experience. They are even experimen ng with a 
process for online par cipants to become full-fledge members of the 
congrega on, even if the only “right hand of fellowship” they receive 
is a digital one. 
 

 Case Study 2 - How can the church engage with the de-churched or 
 “spiritual, but not religious” folks?: In the spring of 2022, East 
 Church, launched a new program called Wild Church. This is a weekly 
 worship service hosted at the local nature conservancy. Wild Church 
 is a one hour weekly service that features a Gospel reading, a short 
 reflec on and then everyone is handed a card with “thought 
 prompts” as you are sent out on a hike to explore and converse with 
 others.  The tag line for the service:  “Pay a en on, be astonished, 
 tell about it.”  There is no praise music or hymns, no church pews or 
 pulpits, no siloed children’s programming or offering trays. This ser
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 Each Sunday at 10am. 
You are invited to worship with us in person, or 
online via our Facebook livestream.  The video 
of our worship service is also uploaded every 
week to our church’s YouTube Channel, so you 
can catch the whole service any me. The 
church can be found on Facebook and YouTube 
by doing a simple search for First Congrega on-
al Church of Saugatuck.   
 
 

In worship: 
There are sign up sheets for Greeters, Fellow-
ship Hour Host, Liturgist, Poet, Tech Helper, and 
Hymn Leader.  Sign ups are open to everyone!   
 
In the community: 
Check out the “Dona on Zone” by the handicap 
entrance of the church.  There you will see 
shelving and baskets to place your in-kind dona-

ons for our various seasonal mission projects.  
We regularly collect requested items for area 
non-profits like the Chris an Neighbors food 
pantry or the domes c violence shelter.  Their 
needs change o en so keep your eye on the 
weekly worship bulle n for updates.   
 

 

Make a dona on: 
Your financial gi s to the church remain vitally 
important to keeping our building func oning 
for the community, keeping our staff paid, and 
keeping our ministries ac ve!  Thank you for 
your ongoing support. 
 
You can mail your checks to:
First Congrega onal Church 
PO Box 633 
Saugatuck MI 49453 
 
Or you can give online via the Tithe.ly pla orm.   
Scan this QR code to  
get connected. 
 

 
 
 
 

 vice is directly meant to invite folks who are de-churched, 
 in church recovery or have never thought to step foot into 
 a church building in their lives. 
 

 Case Study 3 - What do we do with this big ol’ building?:  
 In 2022, West Church made the brave decision to sell their 
 building to a community non-profit. The arrangement was, 
 that the church body would s ll be able to worship there 
 on Sunday and would maintain a seat on the board.  Dur
 ing the week the facility is used as a theater/music venue, 
 hosts a yoga group, is home to the community choir and a 
 brass ensemble, and so much more!  On Friday a ernoons 
 the sanctuary is even transformed into Jewish synagogue. 
 There are now 15 partnership groups all u lizing the space 
 together. 

 

Case Study 4 - If people aren’t in worship on Sundays, 
where are they?: North Church has decided to find out!  
Star ng in 2021, on fi h Sundays (which happen four 

mes a year), the congrega on has commi ed to doing 
community volunteer work together.  They shut the 
church down with a sign on the door that says - “Out do-
ing God’s work!  Projects they have done so far: park clean
-up, served lunch at a shelter, packed lunches for the ele-
mentary school’s backpack program, planted flowers at 
the local nursing home, and more!  Each place they go, 
they find people to sing with and pray with.   
 

Case Study 5 - Where did the kids go?:  In 2021, South 
Church regathered following six-months of closure due to 
the pandemic.  If family and children’s ministry was a chal-
lenge in a small church before the pandemic, they knew it 
would be even more so in a post-COVID world.  To shake 
things up, they launched a monthly inter-genera onal ser-
vice for families of all kinds.  Grandparents and grandkids, 
parents and their children, cousins, neighbors, friends… all 
worshiping together.  Each monthly gathering features 
dinner and table conversa on, music, an interac ve retell-
ing of scripture, and a cra  project.  All experienced to-
gether!   
 

These ideas are untested, unproven, and home-grown.  Each is a 
small church, just like ours, seeking new ways to stretch and grow 
their ministry.  The Pew Research Center says that in another 20 
years, the percentage of Chris ans in the US will equal the number 
of individuals who claim to be “unaffiliated.” - both around 45%.  
For reference, in 1990, 90% of Americans claimed they where 
Chris an.   
 

Our society is shi ing quickly.  Neighborhood churches, like ours, 
have the opportunity to be innovators and entrepreneurs in the 
coming years to engage whole new mission fields in our own back-
yards.  An opportunity to spread the love and grace of God to peo-
ple who, truly, have never encountered a faithful church.  Are we 
up for the challenge?  What are some of your innova ve ideas? 
 
All together in Christ,  
Rev. Sarah Terlouw 
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Our annual Lenten Soup Supper & Study Series is 
back!  Star ng March 1st, everyone is welcome to gather 
in the Fellowship Hall for dinner and discussion of Dr. Amy
-Jill Levine’s new book, Witness at the Cross: A Beginners 
guide to Holy Friday.   
 
Here is what you can expect from Levine’s wri ng: 
Experience Holy Friday from the perspec ve of those who 
watched Jesus die: Mary his mother; the Beloved Disciple 
from the Gospel of John; Mary Magdalene and the other 
women from Galilee; the two men, usually iden fied as 
thieves, crucified with Jesus; the centurion and the sol-
diers; Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus. Jews and Ro-
mans, friends and strangers, the powerful and the power-
less, the hopeful and the despairing. 
 

The story of Jesus’s death is not something we just read: 
we think about it, and we experience it; we hear the taunts of the soldiers, the priests, and the passersby even 
as we hear the famous “seven last words” from the cross. 
 

In Witness at the Cross, Amy-Jill Levine shows how the people at the cross each have dis nct roles to play. Each 
Evangelist presents a dis nct picture of the death of Jesus. Each portrays different individuals and groups of 
people at the cross, each offers different images and dialogues, and so from each, we learn how those mean-
ings and messages cross the centuries to any who would come to the cross today. 
 

Each Gospel has its own story to tell, all the witnesses have their own memories, and every reader comes away 
with a new insight. The witnesses at the Crucifixion watch Jesus die, and we watch with them, and we watch 
them. And we come away transformed. 
 

 

Remember to keep things simple!   
 
Our fellowship me a er worship is one of the most important mes we have togeth-
er.  This me might not seem like a big deal, but it’s me to catch up on each other’s lives 
and to nurture our rela onships.  We talk about what God is up to in our lives.  We learn 
about community happenings and solve the world’s ills (or so we think).  Fellowship Hour is 
a beau ful ministry shared over coffee and snacks.  
 
If you are hos ng, just remember to keep the food and beverage service simple.  The con-
grega on doesn’t need lunch following worship, and we certainly don’t want our hosts to 
be stressed.  A drink and a snack is all we need.  The hospitality of our Fellowship Hour 
hosts, helps to bless and hold the space for fellowship - that is what is important.  
If you would like to host our Fellowship Hour, but it feels like too much work, consider sign-
ing up with a friend.  Perhaps, one person can do the drinks, the other could provide a tray 
of cookies. 
 
You are appreciated!  
- Pastor Sarah 



 

4 

how do we begin again? 
 

Do we slide into something new? 
Do we make a formal announcement? Dearest reader, 
I have decided to begin again. Do we turn gradually, a 
gentle yield 
in a new direc on; or like a wave, 
do we crash onto the shore of a new day? 
Do we grieve the change? Are there breadcrumbs on the 
path? 
Will Nicodemus be there? 
Will it ever be easy? 
I’m not sure exactly how we begin again, 
but I know that moths wrap themselves in silk, 
and a er quite some me, 
a er many long nights, 
a er days spent alone, 
they break out of their shell. 
They pull themselves out under open sky, 
and they spend the rest of their days chasing the light. 
Maybe it’s always that way with beginnings. 
Maybe it feels like the protec ve layer falling away. 
Maybe we have to go it alone at first. 
Maybe it feels like pulling and dragging yourself into 
something new. 
Maybe there’s always open sky at the other end. 
 - Rev. Sarah A. Speed 
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Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to our mountain of peanut 
bu er for Chris an Neighbors!  It is very appreciated by all of us on the 
Board of Ministry and I am sure it will be appreciated by the food pantry 
clients at Chris an Neighbors. 
 
Also we thank all of you who contributed to the “I My Community” fund!  
We are looking forward to having a way to donate/engage with our neigh-
bors in the future!  
 
Just a reminder, that you no longer need to bring in Family Fare/D & W re-
ceipts as SpartanNash has discon nued the Direct Your Dollars program as 
of March 1st.  It is our understanding that SpartanNash will be replacing this 
program with a grant program.  
 
Thank you all! 

Submi ed by Tim Terlouw, Mission & Stewardship Captain 

 
Submi ed by Pat Gentry 
Community Life Captain 

Do nothing. Stay and fight. Or leave.  
 

In 2010, the women of an isolated religious community grapple 
with reconciling a brutal reality with their faith. 

Trivia Night!  Popcorn, movie candy, 
food, fun, and fellowship were en-
joyed by the four teams of four gath-
ered to play Movie Trivia on Saturday, 
February 18.   
 

While most were stumped by the “sort 
of Biblical” themed ques ons, they did 
much be er in the ques ons about 
more familiar movies.   
 

Congratula ons to the “Trivia Ma ers” 
team who each went home with a 
prize box of movie candy.  Thank you 
to all who a ended and provided food 
for the event.  

Every Thursday at 12:30pm, a group gathers in the Fel-
lowship Hall for lunch and a me of study!  We read 
through the lec onary scripture of the week—exploring 
as we go what the Spirit unveils for us. Everyone is wel-
come! 
 

*Bring your own brown bag lunch! 
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Weekly  
Worship  

Volunteers 
Hymn Leader 
March 5: Cindy Raue  
March 12: Connie Rusiecki   
March 19: Amory Jewe   
March 26: Kristyn Boyce  
 

Poet 
March 5: Amory Jewe    
March 12: Danny Mayer  
March 19: Cathy Brockington   
March 26: Dave Edwards  

Greeters 
March 5: Sue Nelson   
March 12: Connie Rusiecki   
March 19: Danny Mayer  
March 26: Kristyn Boyce   
 

Liturgist 
March 5: Wendy Van Tassell  
March 12: Amory Jewe   
March 19: Dave Edwards  
March 26: Danny Mayer  
 

Fellowship Host 
March 5: Phyllis Yff 
March 12: The Lambs’ 
March 19: Danny Mayer 
March 26: The Gentrys’ 
 

Submi ed by Phyllis Yff, Treasurer 

 

Thank you for your generous contribu ons to fund our building improvements and thank you for returning 
your pledge sheets to assist us with planning.  We have collected $9510 since the campaign was announced 
at January's annual mee ng, only $490 away from mee ng a $10,000 matching promise.   
 

Our campaign will run through September with the goal of raising $65,000 to fund the replacement of our 
furnaces, air condi oners, repair front entry steps and railings, add benches and entry signage, and replace 
the carpe ng.  We will be working on ge ng firm quotes from mul ple vendors and keep you up to date on 
the informa on we receive.   
 

If you have already sent in your pledge sheet and made a contribu on or a pledge, we are extremely grateful 
for your assistance.  These projects will help keep our church safe, comfortable and welcoming now and for 
many years to come.  

· As of 1/31/2023 we had $17,625 in our 
General Fund Checking compared with 
last year's $13,342 

 
· Heritage fund - YTD gain/loss, transfers 

& expenses has our unrestricted balance 
up $23,673 

 

· YTD money market transfers $0, 1/31 
Unrestricted Heritage Fund Balance 
$97,457 

 
· January budgeted expenses are $8716, 

Collec ons $7352, Capital Campaign 
$6000 

Submi ed by Phyllis Yff, Treasurer 
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Submi ed by: Pat Gentry, Women’s Fellowship President 

In February Women’s Fellowship members put their crea ve juices to word and create beau ful valen nes.  
The valen nes and lap scarves were delivered to the residents of The Cove nursing home in Douglas just in 

me for Valen ne’s Day.   
 

Women’s Fellowship Circle meets the first Tuesday each month.  Please join us for fun and fellowship as we 
meet at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 7.  We will con nue our study of women of the Bible and will also be 
discussing plans for spring and the summer fund raising ac vi es.  Because of the Wednesday Lenten Soup 
Suppers, there will be no Wine at 5 in March.  

The Women’s Fellowship 
celebrated Pastor Sarah’s 
9th Ordination Anniver-

sary at the February 
Wine @5! 

· As a reminder, this is how the church handles emergency cancella-
ons of worship and other church programming: 

· Cancella ons are determined by the Pastor and Moderator.   
· If worship is cancelled, it will be posted on WOOD-TV 8 and social 

media.  You are also welcome to call the pastor to check. 
· If mid-week programming (like Bible Studies) is canceled, the 

change will be posted to social media and we will try our best to 
no fy the usual par cipants. 

· In this era of COVID, if we have to cancel worship due to an out-
break, you will receive an email with details and we will post the 
cancella on on social media.   

· During the week, if Saugatuck Public Schools are closed due to 
inclement weather, the church office is also closed.  

 

· We will do our best this winter to keep everyone in the loop! 

A huge thank you to Steve Smith (and his assistant 
Ma hew) who connected us with this beau ful donated 
Rogers organ!  Steve installed the organ Feb 27-28. He 
had his work cut out for him as he ran new wiring for the 
organ speakers throughout the sanctuary.   
 

Another big thanks is due to the many hands who helped to he  out the old 
organ and bring in the new: Phyllis and Wayne Yff, Cathy Brockington, Eric 
Birkholz, Rob Boyce, Mike Boyce and Gerri  Sturrus.   
 

This spring the church will host an organ recital to bless it for its future  
ministry.   
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- For Sam Brockington who is recovering from gull bladder surgery. 
- For Jed, who is naviga ng a recent cancer diagnosis, a condi on that stems from his me serving our coun-
try. 
- For Vic Mayer’s granddaughter, Farra, who was recently diagnosed with Marfan syndrome. 
- For Barb Baker, who con nues to heal and regain strength a er a fall last month. 
- For Michael Hullete who is ba ling cancer. 
- For Pat Gentry sister's family as they are walking with a family member 
with severe PTSD.   
- For Molly Baker who is now in Hospice Care  
- For Brian and Michelle (family of the Gentrys) as their grieve the death of 
their daughter. 
- For all of those recovering from COVID 
- For a friend named Dale who is grieving his mother’s passing. 
- For Amber and Timothy Winguard who are expec ng twins this April!   
- For Danny Mayer as he con nues to regain strength. 
- For the family and friends of Camron as they grieve his passing. 
- For a friend who experiencing a season of spiritual angst.  
- For Tim and Sarah Terlouw as they await an adop on placement. 
- For our military folks who are serving around the world: Andrew Rudich, Chris Raue, Lelaina and Rex Haner. 
- For all of those in the wake of the Earthquake in Turkey. 
- For Amory Jewe  as he seeks sustainable housing and is in a season of discernment for his future. 
- For all those experiencing houselessness.  
- For Adam Schafer (Mike and Pat Gentry’s grandson) for his health, vitality and joy as he manages Muscular 
Dystrophy. 
- For Jordan, a young man who suffered a TBI mid-2022.  Prayers for his progress, strength and healing. He 
was recently released to return to his mother’s home! 
- For Mike Gentry as he deals with back pain. 
- For all those caring for people with Alzheimer's, including Doris Hicks (former Office Manager). 
- For all of those struggling with depression. 
- For those in seasons of recovery from addic on.  
- For the health and psyche of our na on. 
- For our church, that God would bring us exactly what we need to thrive in our ministry. 
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 296 Hoffman 
PO Box 633 

Saugatuck, MI 49453 

269-857-2929 
1stcongrega onal.net 

Office Hours: 9am-1pm, Tues-Thurs 
office@1stcongrega onal.net 

 

Worshi  wit  u  ever  Sunda  a  10a ! I -perso  an  onlin . 

Weekly Recovery Groups Schedule 
Tuesdays, AA (12:00pm) 
Tuesdays, AA (7:00pm) 

Wednesdays, AA (12:30pm) 
Thursdays, AA (7:00pm) 
Thursdays, Alanon (7:00pm) 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 

12:30pm 

WFC's  
Bible Study & 

Mtg 
10:00am  

Board of 
 Ministry Mee ng 

6:30pm 
 

District AA, 
6:30pm 

MARCH 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 

 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 

12:30pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 

12:30pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 

12:30pm 

WFC's  
Bible Study & 

Mtg 
10:00am  

Board of 
 Ministry Mee ng 

6:30pm 
 

District AA, 
6:30pm 

Lenten Soup 
Supper & Study 

Series 
6pm 

Lenten Soup 
Supper & Study 

Series 
6pm 

Lenten Soup 
Supper & Study 

Series 
6pm 

Lenten Soup 
Supper & Study 

Series 
6pm 

Lenten Soup 
Supper & Study 

Series 
6pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 

12:30pm 

Lec o @ 
Lunch me, 

12:30pm 

Thursdays, LCC (7:00pm) 
 


