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Our Covenant
We covenant with the Lord and one
with another, and do bind ourselves
in the presence of God, to walk
together in all his ways, according as
he is pleased to reveal himself unto
us in his blessed word of truth.
Our Goal
The church exists to change lives.
That's what we're about. It's simple
to say, harder to live. Every single
week, we find a way to love God
through worship, one another
through
fellowship,
and
the
Saugatuck/Douglas area through
simple acts of service. We don't
always get it right. But we have fun
trying.

“Let mutual love continue. Do not
neglect to show hospitality to
strangers for by doing that some
have entertained angels without
knowing it.” Hebrews 13:1
Be our guest! Be our guest! Put our
service to the test. Tie your napkin 'round your neck,
Cherie, and we provide the rest. Soup du jour! Hot
hors d’oeuvres! Why, we only live to serve. Try the
grey stuff, it’s delicious! Don’t believe me? Ask the
dishes!
When thinking about how to convey hospitality,
I can think of no better example than Lumiere and
the cast of dancing dishes from Disney’s Beauty and
the Beast. Just as refresher on the story: Belle was a
prisoner, held captive by the Beast, in exchange for
her father’s freedom. One night she is sent to her
room hungry by a rather irritated Beast, so she waits
until night falls to sneak out of her room in search of
the kitchen. This is when she stumbles upon
Lumiere, Cogsworth, the charming Mrs. Potts and the
rest of the crew. Who not only feed her but make her
feel like the most honored of guests. Not out of duty,
not out of obligation (and at this point they barely
have an agenda in mind), but out of sheer joy! They
were built for hospitality and they couldn’t wait to
fulfill their purpose!
I think this is a pretty even comparison, minus
the enchanted castle, the dancing flatware and the
whole prisoner situation… We are built for
hospitality, especially in the Christian church!
Now, there is a difference between being
“welcoming” and hospitable. Bishop Robert Schnase
describes hospitality as this: “the active desire to
invite, welcome, receive, and care for those who are
strangers so that they find a spiritual home and
discover for themselves the unending richness of life
in Christ”.
Continued 
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From the Pastor’s Desk continued
Hospitality is an active reality; it is a
state that is beyond cordiality and
friendliness. (Every church thinks
that it is a welcoming and friendly
place!) But to be hospitable in Christ’s
name means that we are willing and
eager to shape and re-shape our
behaviors and environment to
accommodate the needs and received
the blessed partnership of others.
In mid-January I attend the
Michigan Association of
Congregational Christian Church’s
annual clergy retreat. There we heard
from Rev. Garry Fisher who has a
heart of ministry and outreach to
those with different physically and
mental abilities than most of us. He
and his family have seven adopted
children with special needs, praise
God! But, as you can imagine, the
congregation has had to re-shape their
behaviors and environment to receive
these young people and meet their
worship needs. They are learning not
to “shhh” when someone blurts out an
“Amen” or a “That’s my dad! I love my
dad!” at a traditionally quiet moment
during worship. As they do not have a
barrier free restroom in their building,
they are now trying to figure out how
to put one in so that their wheelchair
bound attenders can be comfortable.
These opportunities addressing the
needs of others, is a spiritual effort!
One that invites them to grow as
disciples and grow into their purpose
as the Children of God! This
congregation is not only seeking to
meet the needs of Pastor Garry’s
children, but also to create a bride of
understanding into a community they
had little experience with before.
Congregational ministry to the
disabled community is a real need.
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And they are on an adventure to explore their role in
God’s work there.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “The church is the
church only when it exists for others.” So the question
on my mind is: who do we exist for? Who are the
strangers in our midst that we are called to
acknowledge? What are the needs that we might
come to see and meet with our fellowship?
Not every church is called to be a community
for those in recovery, or a safe-haven for the
differently-abeled, or a worship center for young
families… but God does call us each towards
something, or, really, towards someone. This call
might change and grow as we continue to shape and
reshape our life together. While you ponder these
questions with me, I’d like to give you a few small
suggestions in regards to hospitality in the
congregation. These are just ideas to help us be more
aware:
- When we see someone unloading a walker or
other equipment from the trunk of their car… Let’s
jump in and help.
- When we see a young family struggling to
keep track of the children… and the gold fish
crackers… and the shoes… and the toys… Let’s offer
them a reassuring smile and a helping hand.
- When we see a guest or member of the
congregation sitting alone at worship… Let’s sit with
them offering our company and our friendship.
The list could go on and on. But it’s up to us to
be aware of those around us- those that God
commanded us to love. May we have open eyes and
open hearts in our congregation! So that god may
place new convictions and ideas inside us!
All Together in Christ,
Pastor Sarah
1-989- 640-1487
rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com
Pastor Sarah’s Office Hours:
Tues, Weds, Thurs 12pm-5pm &
Fri 9am-12pm.
Office Mgr. Kathleen Slawson
will be in the office
Tues, Weds, Thurs 9am-11am.
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Hello Choristers!
Chancel Choir sings the
praises of the Lord during
the worship service,
once a month.
Rehearsals for this month are on
Sundays, Feb 5th, 12th & 19th at 9am in
the Fellowship Hall.
For more information contact Cathy
Brockington, 269-857-2146.

Women’s
Fellowship Circle
On Tuesday, Feb 7th
@ 10am, the ladies
will meet in The
Fellowship Hall for a
time of fellowship,
and some time in theWord, taught by
Jennifer Wingard. All women are
invited.

Fellowship Host
Schedule

5
12
19
26

February
The Donut Club
Kirke & Betty White
Diaconate Board
The Trustee Board

Thank you for serving as Fellowship
Host. If you cannot serve on the date
assigned to you, please swap with
someone else, find a substitute or
contact Linda Escott (269.857.3126 or
lescott0607@frontier.com) for help in
filling your spot. Also, please notify
the church office with any changes
made, so the schedule can be updated.
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Scripture Reader Schedule
Feb 5 - Need Volunteer
Feb 12 - Cathy Brockington
Feb 19 - Linda Escott
Feb 26 - Brad Rudich
To volunteer for open, or future Sunday Readings,
sign-up on the clipboard at the Welcome Desk

Workers’ Schedule
February
5
12
19
26

Janna Rudich
Kim De Boer
Pat Gentry
Cathy Brockington

Thank you for serving as Nursery Worker. If you
cannot serve on the date assigned to you, please swap
with someone else, find a substitute or contact Linda
Escott (269.857.3126 or lescott0607@frontier.com) for
help in filling your spot. Also, please notify the
church office with any changes made, so the schedule
can be updated.

Sunday Morning Greeters
We need YOU to sign up to greet. The
Diaconate Board has made some
suggestions as to how to sign up, and
they are:
1. Sign up for the same Sunday every month, i.e.
1st Sunday, 2nd Sunday, etc. This is how the offering
counting is done.
2. Sign up for a month at time,
3. Continue sign up as is, but make sure someone is
signed up every week.
4 They ssign greeters like the coffee hour hosts are
assigned on an annual basis.
Please contact Worship Deacons Pat Gentry or Brad
Rudich with your choice of these options, in the
meantime, please sign up for a Sunday to greet people
as they come to our doors!
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FEBRUARY 2017
First Congregational Church Activity Calendar
Sunday Worship Services – 10:00am
Nursery Provided
Communion will be served 1st Sunday of the month
Sunday School – 10:15am
Social Hour after Worship – 11:00am
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

Saturday
4

10am GROOVE
Exercise Class

5

Communion
Sunday

6

6pm District
AA meeting

9am Chancel
Choir Practice

13

9am Chancel
Choir Practice

7pm
Prudential
Board meeting

19
9am Chancel
Choir Practice

26

10am Bob
Ruddy plays
organ

10am WFC’s
meeting &
Bible Study

8

9

10

11

15

16

17

18

10am GROOVE
Exercise Class

10am-Noon
Church Kitchen
Work Day

24

25

6pm Trustee
Board meeting

10am GROOVE
Exercise Class

6:30pm Cub
Scouts

12
2pm Worship
Service at
Grace of
Douglas

7

20
Presidents’
Day

27

14
Valentine’s
Day
6:30pm Cub
Scouts

21

22

23

March
Newsletter
submission
deadline

10am GROOVE
Exercise Class

28

6:30pm Cub
Scouts

11:20am
Diaconate
Board meeting

GROOVE Exercise Class
IS for you!
It’s for men! It’s for women!
Age is not a deterrent!!
Come join us Friday mornings from 10-11am in the church’s Fellowship Hall
$7/week or $60 for 10 sessions.
Questions? Ask Pastor Sarah
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Offerings: From November 2016 – May 2017 they are
going to The Children's Hunger Fund. Our students
came up with this cause as to where our offerings
should go this year. Each Sunday when we collect
offering we also count how many meals the offering
will buy.

What's Happening in Sunday
School this month?
What can we do? This month we will
be talking about sharing the Love! We
are talking about God's Love for us
and how we can share it with others.
We will learn about sharing and
showing God's Love to: Our Church,
Our Homebound Members, Our
Community and Children our own age.
We will hear God's Word, sing some
songs, make some projects, do some
baking, and have some fun doing it all.
Our text for the month will be from:
Leviticus 19:18 & John 15:1-17

Parent Homework: Please help your
child with the special offering
mentioned below.

Special Offering for the month: We are
"Sharing the Love" in a special way
this month by sharing something
special from our everyday life. We are
collecting gently used small to small
medium size stuffed animals. We want
students to bring one or more gently
used / clean stuffed animals from their
own collection to give as an offering.
We will collect them all month and
then take them to one or more shelters
in the area for children who need to
have a soft friend. Let's see how many
stuffed animals we can share with
others who need a friend. (Please
remember we are NOT asking you to
purchase new stuffed animals)

Donut Club (grades 6 - 12) meets downstairs in the
Catacombs (also known as the Gathering Room). They
have started a new Teen Curriculum. The series takes
real life questions breaks them down, allows for
classroom discussion and takes a look at what the
bible says. The name of the curriculum is Can I Ask
That vol. 1 by StickyFaith. Kathy Plapp will be
leading the discussions and guiding the student
through the study.
Just as a reminder: The first Sunday of every month
the Donut Club will worship with the congregation
and celebrate communion. Pastor Sarah will also have
our youth helping with the service, making the
service a time for worship, and a time for learning.
The Upper Room class will have Children's Church in
the chapel on the first Sunday worshiping and
celebrating communion together, after we go to the
Sunday school room for class.

Visitors: Visitors are always welcome to join us for
classes. It does not matter your age you are always
welcome in our classrooms.
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February Celebrations
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Notes from Church Treasurer
As we begin our new year, we look forward to walking
along this path together to serve our God. By using
our time, talents and treasures we can reach our 2017
goals established at our annual meeting.

Feb 1st – Orlando Carrion
Feb 2nd – Samuel Goulooze
Feb 2nd – Will Doucette
Feb 3rd – Patty Root
Feb 6th – Katie Mayer
Feb 9th – Mike Doucette
Feb 10th – Lucas Dine
Feb 11th – Barb Baker
Feb 11th – Henry Gleason
Feb 15th – Rachel Searls
Feb 16th – Kathy Plapp
Feb 17th – Katie Doucette
Feb 20th – Janna Rudich
Feb 20th – Marilyn Tyler
Feb 22nd – Martin Raebel
Feb 24th – Eli Brink
Feb 24th – Bryan Shields
Feb 24th – Greg Van Portfleet
Feb 25th – Jack Root
Feb 25th – Joanne Schippa
Feb 27th – Linda Dine
Feb 27th – Jeff VanderMolen
Feb 28th – Tom Betts

Feb 10th – Mark & Linda Kinnaman
Feb 23rd – Bill & Janet Hanscom
If you notice that your birthday or
anniversary was omitted just call the
church office (269-857-2929) and
update our records. Thank you!

 Our 2017 budgeted collections are $80,000; our goal
is a 7% increase over last year’s actual collections.
 Our 2017 budgeted expenses are $119,706; our goal
is $360 lower than last year’s actual expenses.
 We have budgeted $35,106 for transfers from the
Heritage Fund to the General Fund, our goal is to
cap our transfers at 10% of the January 1 beginning
balance.
 The 12/31/16 Heritage Fund balance is $367,404,
$18,140 less than the 2015 year-end balance. The
restricted portion of the fund is $300.000.
Respectfully submitted by: Phyllis Yff

News from the Pews
• The Jan 15th Annual Meeting packet
of information and minutes are posted on our
website at www.1stcongregational.net under
“Members Area”, or you may contact the church
office for paper copies of these documents.
• Jane Van Dis passed away on Jan 11, 2017. A
Memorial Service will be held this summer, with the
date to be shared later. Please pray for the family
members. This dear lady will be missed!
• Prayers for recovery requested on behalf of Mike
Gentry and Joanne Schippa who both underwent
surgeries recently. Thank you.
• New Address: Ric & Cathy Gillette, PO Box 853,
Douglas, MI 49406

The Lakeshore Congregationalist February 2017 Page

2017 Board & Officer Positions
Diaconate Board
Chair – Linda Escott
Worship – Brad Rudich & Pat Gentry
Congregational Care – Joanne
Schippa
Christian Education – Joan Lamb &
Kathy Plapp
Fellowship – Open position
Outreach – Open position
Trustee Board
Chair – David Edwards
Mbr at Large – Kirke White
Building - Kristyn Boyce
Publicity – Cathy Brockington
Benevolence – Open position
Prudential Board
Moderator – Jon Van Raalte
Clerk – Betty White
Mbr at Large – Laura Camarota
Treasurer – Open position
Financial Secretary – Janna Rudich
Delegates
NACCC Delegate – Peggy Boyce
State & Regional Delegate – Graham
Duryee

FCC’s Contact Information:
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FCC of Saugatuck’s 2017 Annual Theme
Praying for
God’s work
around the
world!

Celebrating
the joy of
Christian
Fellowship!

“Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with
cries of joy!” Psalm 47:1
Fellowship, Study & Worship
Upcoming Lenten Bible Study on Grace
This year we hope to organize a 5k group
Explore ways to share our updated kitchen with the
community
Find new ways to share and celebrate moments of joy
Quarterly Mission Focus
Spring:
Summer:
Fall:
Winter:

Kid’s Food Basket
Smile Train
CROP Walk
Christian Neighbors

Special Offerings
Easter:
Thanksgiving:
Christmas:

Kid’s Food Basket
Christian Neighbors
Love Fund

Church Address: 296 Hoffman St,
PO Box 633, Saugatuck, MI 49453
Church Phone: 269-857-2929, after
hours it will go to our answering
machine.
Email: office@1stcongregational.net
Website: www.1stcongregational.net
Facebook: 1st Congregational
Saugatuck

2017 NACCC Lent Devotionals
Ash Wednesday is March 1st and the beginning of
Lent so order your devotionals now. For $3 per copy
you may place your order with Linda Miller via email
at lmiller@naccc.org or call her at (800) 262-1620 ext.
1618 for more information. The address for the
NACCC is: PO Box 288, Oak Creek, WI 53154-0288.
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The New Commercial Water Heater

Kitchen Remodel Update

It took a lot of
muscle…It just
barely fit in the
elevator to come
downstairs…And
it fit perfectly in
the furnace room,
where the old
water heater used
to sit…This was
meant to happen!

“In late January Rick McKellips and
his crew started work on our kitchen!
They brought in a new commercial
water heater, updated our plumbing
and have put in a new hand washing
sink- all requirements to bring our
kitchen up to licensing standards.
Soon we will be having a work day
here at the church to put in new
ceiling tiles and complete a few
smaller tasks.
Cindy Raue is currently looking for a
contractor to install some shelves
above the stainless steel counter area
and to convert our kitchen door into a
Dutch door. If you have any
suggestions regarding contractors for
these projects please contact Cindy.

The New Hand Wash
Sink
Before

It is our dream to have a usable “heart
of our home” here at First
Congregational Church. With a
licensed kitchen we can outstretch a
hand of fellowship to our neighbors
and help to feed the hungry here in
Saugatuck. Thank you for all of your
support. This project is finally coming
together!"

And After

