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Our Covenant 

We covenant with the Lord and one 

with another, and do bind ourselves 

in the presence of God, to walk 

together in all his ways, according as 

he is pleased to reveal himself unto 

us in his blessed word of truth. 

 
 

Our Goal 

The church exists to change lives. 

That's what we're about. It's simple 

to say, harder to live. Every single 

week, we find a way to love God 

through worship, one another 

through fellowship, and the 

Saugatuck/Douglas area through 

simple acts of service. We don't 

always get it right. But we have fun 

trying. 

The Lakeshore Congregationalist 
November 2016 

 

A Publication of First Congregational Church of Saugatuck 

Serving our community since 1860 
 

“We take God seriously, not ourselves.”

 
 

From The Pastor’s Desk  
 

“This splendid liberty could not exist in a connectional 
Church, with a denominational book 

of discipline, a national creed, and a series of judicatories for 
heresy trials.  

God be praised for our heritage of covenant. It is the rock of 
our ecclesiastical freedom."  

- Harry R. Butman,  
Theology and Covenant In Congregationalism 

 
 There is nothing like a good trip 
down memory lane.   
 Last week, I stopped by and saw 
our sister in Christ, Jane Van Dis, and we got to musing 
over some of her favorite memories of the church from by-
gone eras and she shared with me this charming story.  
*Forgive us both if some of the details are foggy!* 
 Shortly after college, Jane came back to Saugatuck 
and began helping out with the church’s Pilgrim 
Fellowship group.  The youth that year decided that they 
wanted to go and see Plymouth Rock in Massachusetts- 
birthplace of American Congregationalism.  (And as this 
was 1940s or 50s... this was likely no spur of the moment 
adventure!)  So eventually, Jane and the other obliging 
leaders packed the kids into the cars and together they set 
off to the coast.  Their trip was like a “connect the dots” 
drawing as they hopped from congregational church to 
congregational church, sleeping in the pews overnight as 
they traveled eastward.  It was a hard earned journey, but 
they made it, sure enough!   
 Jane smiled as she told me of the youth’s reaction to 
actually seeing the “rock.”  “They were just a little 
disappointed!” She said in a way that downplayed the 
humor of the moment.   
 I had a similar experience when I first saw 
Plymouth Rock.  
As a Congregationalist, you expect this great fulfilling 
pilgrimage moment when make it to the rock.  Inside you 
are expecting this massive boulder!   

Continued  
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 From the Pastor continued… 
 

Perhaps even a mountain in itself!  As you 
approach the pavilion surrounding this 
national/ spiritual treasure, you are filled 
with pride and anticipation!  But then... 
you see it... THE ROCK!  And you realize 
that it really is just a rock...  A rock about 
the size of an engine for a Volkswagen 
Beetle.  Cold, grey, still... circumstantially 
famous.  Plymouth Rock is the very 
definition of anti-climactic.   
 In the nineteenth century, it was 
all the rage to travel to Plymouth and take 
a chip off the rock.  People would bring 
their hammers and chisels and harvest 
themselves a souvenir.  Historians say 
that Plymouth Rock was originally about 
three to four times the size it is today.   
 But, consider again this 
unassuming piece of earth for what it is 
and remember that God has brought forth 
life from such objects.   In Exodus 17, we 
read about a moment when God’s 
intervention was urgent. Moses and the 
Israelites were wandering the desert- 
lost, angry and scared. Their bodies and 
their hope wilt under the intensity of the 
desert climate and the emotion of having 
left their homes for what is uncertain. 
 In this bleak time, God answers 
their prayers by way of a cold, gray, still... 
purposeless, unmoving, lifeless rock.  God 
offers them a rock with a belly full of live 
giving/assuring water that burst forth on 
Moses’ command! 
 Likewise, after months of 
journeying at sea with only their hope 
and desire to pray without fear of 
repercussions to sustain them our Pilgrim 
Fathers and Mothers were also offered a 
rock.  Still and lifeless as it may be, yet 
one that symbolizes the promise of a new 
way of life. A new way of faith. A free way 
of faith. Sometimes a rock is just a rock. 
But with God involved, a rock can be the 
giver of life, the landmark of freedom, a 
gathering table for thanksgiving, and the 
beginning of something great!  

 May this month be a celebration in heritage as we 
remember to give thanks to God for traditions of Faith, 
Freedom and Fellowship! 
                                         
All together in Christ,  
Pastor Sarah Gladstone  

PO Box 13 

Saugatuck, MI 49453 

1-989- 640-1487 

rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com 

     

Pastor Sarah’s Office Hours: 

Tues, Weds, Thurs 12pm-5pm & 

Fri 9am-12pm. 

Kathleen will be in the office 

Tues, Weds, Thurs 9am-11am. 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday  

November People! 

 
 

Nov 1 – Greg Nieusma 

Nov 3 – David Edwards 

Nov 4 – Luke Battjes 

Nov 6 – Ruth Ippen 

Nov 7 – Joshua Sagal 

Nov 9 – Marty Reyes 

Nov 9 – Gloria Gupta 

Nov 11 – Laura Camarota 

Nov 15 – Betty White 

Nov 17 – Rachael Shields 

Nov 18 – Bonnie Stegenga 

Nov 21 – Charlotte Houseman 

Nov 24 – Bonnie Raue 

Nov 30 – Armand Carrion 
 

 Congratulations  

 to our 

       November Anniversary Couples! 
 

Nov 3 – Tom & Joanne Schippa 

Nov 5 – Bruce & Lynn VanDer Kolk 

Nov 15 – Hank & Bonnie Stegenga 
 

If you notice that your birthday or anniversary was 

omitted just call the church office (269-857-2929) 

and we will update our records. Thank you!  
 

mailto:rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com
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2016 
First Congregational Church Activity Calendar 

 

 Sunday Worship Services – 10:00am            

 Nursery Provided                  

 Communion will be served 1st Sunday of the month  

 Sunday School – 10:15am     
 Social Hour after Worship – 11:00am 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

Happy 
Anniversary 
Pastor Sarah 
1 year & 
counting! 

 

1 All 

Saint’s Day 
 

10am WFC’s 
meeting & 
Bible Study 

 

2  
7pm  
Annual Church 
Planning 
meeting 

3 
6:30pm LCC 
Rehearsal 

4 
10am 
GROOVE 
Exercise 
Class 

5 
“Fall Back” 
turn clocks 
back 1 hr 
tonight 

6 Daylight 

Saving Time 
ends 
Communion 
Sunday 
9am Chancel 

Choir Practice 
 

 

7  
6pm District 
AA meeting  

 

8 
6:30pm Cub 
Scouts 
 

 

9 10 
6pm Trustee 
Board 
meeting 
 

6:30pm LCC 
Rehearsal 

11 
9am-4pm 
WFC’s 
Holiday 
Bazaar & 
Bake Sale 

12 

9am-4pm 
WFC’s Holiday 
Bazaar & 
Bake Sale 

13 
9am Chancel 
Choir Practice  

2pm Worship 
Service at Grace 
of Douglas  

14 

7pm 
Prudential 
Board meeting 

15 

 

16 17 
6:30pm LCC 
Rehearsal 

 

18 
10am 
GROOVE 
Exercise 
Class 

 

19 
10am-Noon 
Church Yard 
Fall Clean Up 
Part II 

20 
9am Chancel 
Choir Practice  
 

Heritage Sunday 
Potluck Dinner 
after service 

21 
 

22 
December 
Newsletter 
submission 

deadline 
 

6:30pm Cub 
Scouts 

6:30pm LCC 

Rehearsal 

23 

 
24 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
 

25 

 

26 

27 1st Sunday 

of Advent 
 

11:20am 
Diaconate 
Board meeting 

28 

 
29 
6:30pm LCC 
Rehearsal 

30 
 

LCC = 
Lakeshore 
Community 
Chorus 

  

 

 

 
 

Change Your Clocks! 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends on Sunday, Nov 6th, so turn your clocks back 1 hour, when 

you go to bed on Sat, Nov 5th, and get a little extra sleep! 
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Fellowship Host 

Schedule 
 

 

Nov   6 – The Shields Family 

Nov 13 – Kirke & Betty White 

Nov 20 – Ralph & Renna Birkholz 

Nov 27 – “The Boyce Ladies”, Cathy 

       Brockington, Linda    

       Kinnaman, Kristyn Boyce & 

       Peggy Boyce 

 

Dec   4 – The Prudential Board 

Dec 11 – The Diaconate Board 

Dec 18 – The Trustee Board 

Dec 25 – Women’s Fellowship  
 

Thank you for serving as Fellowship 

Host.  If you cannot serve on the date 

assigned to you, please swap with 

someone else, and notify the church 

office with any changes made, so the 

schedule can be updated.  

 
 

 

 

 

Workers’ Schedule 
 

   

   
 

Nov   6 – Connie Rusiecki 

Nov 13 – Paige VanderMolen 

Nov 20 – Marlene Rininger 

Nov 27 – Kim De Boer 
 

Dec   4 – Joan Lamb 

Dec 11 – Janna Rudich 

Dec 18 – Pat Gentry 

Dec 25 – Kim De Boer 
 

Thank you for serving as Nursery 

Worker.  If you cannot serve on the 

date assigned to you, please swap with 

someone else, and please notify the 

church office with any changes made, 

so the schedule can be updated.   

Scripture Reader Schedule 

Nov   6 – Dave Edwards 

Nov 13 – Cathy Brockington 

Nov 20 – Linda Escott 

Nov 27 – Connie Rusiecki 
 

To volunteer for open, or future 

Sunday Readings, sign-up on the clipboard at the 

Welcome Desk. 

 
 
 

 

Welcome Team Schedule 
 

Looking for Volunteers! Please sign up on 

the clipboard, at the Welcome Desk, in the 

back of the Sanctuary. The months of 

November & December are wide open and waiting for 

you to fill that Sunday date! Thank you.  

The Welcome Team is coordinated by Dan Rusiecki & 

Dave Edwards.  

 
Women’s Fellowship Circle 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship would like to invite you to our 

monthly Bible Study & Fellowship on Tuesday, Nov 

1st. We meet at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Congregation, would you please donate baked goods for 

us to sell during our Bazaar? Drop those donations off in the 

church’s kitchen the week prior. Thank you so very much. 

Also, there are tables available for vendor rental. Call Barb 

Baker at (269) 857-2284 for more information.  

WFC’s Holiday Bazaar  
& Bake Sale 

Fri & Sat Nov 11th & 12th   
9am-4pm 

Crafts – Gift Solutions – Baked 
Goods 

In the Fellowship Hall of First 
Congregational Church of 

Saugatuck 
A delicious lunch will be served 
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What's Happening in Sunday School 

this month? 
 

Where did it all begin? This month in 

the Upper Room we are studying our 

Heritage. We will take a look at the 

beginning of the Congregational 

Church. We will also look at the 

history of First Congregational 

Church. We will be playing some 

games from the period, learning 

children's songs and making crafts as 

well as using materials written and 

designed by Peggy Boyce and family. 
 

Road Trip - Sunday School on the go! 

We will also have a chance to do a 

fantastic act of service & kindness. On 

November 11, 2016 we will accompany 

Pastor Sarah as she presents the 

worship service for "Grace of Douglas". 

Our Sunday school class will present 

to the seniors during worship a short 

play (Five Kernels of Corn) and a few 

songs. After the service we will give 

everyone a special Thanksgiving card.  

Please make every effort to attend the 

is worship, it will brighten the 

residents lives and teach a life lesson 

of caring to each of our children.  I am 

asking that the Sunday school 

children arrive at Grace of Douglas by 

1:45 pm. This will give us time to put 

on our costumes and practice. Grace of 

Douglas is located at: 

243 West Wiley Rd, Douglas, MI. 

Parent Homework: During this month make it a point 

at dinner or lunch to talk about family heritage. It is 

so important for a child to have knowledge of their 

heritage, to know the facts as well as family stories. 

And let us each take time to thank God for our church 

and for a country where we can worship freely.  
 

Donut Club (grades 6 - 12) meets downstairs in the 

Catacombs (also known as the Gathering Room). They 

have started a new Teen Curriculum. The series takes 

real life questions breaks them down, allows for 

classroom discussion and takes a look at what the 

bible says. The name of the curriculum is Can I Ask 
That vol. 1 by StickyFaith. Kathy Plapp will be 

leading the discussions and guiding the student 

through the study.  
 

Just as a reminder the first Sunday of every month 

the Donut Club will worship with the congregation 

and celebrate communion. Pastor Sarah will also have 

our youth helping with the service, making the 

service a time for worship and a time for learning. 

The Upper Room class will also have Children's 

Church in the chapel on the first Sunday worshiping 

and celebrating communion together. 
 

Visitors: Visitors are always welcome to join us for 

classes. It does not matter your age, you are always 

welcome in our classrooms. 

 
 

Potluck 

November 20th, 2016  

Following Worship 
 

In recognition for all the congregation has done to 

raise funds to improve our church's kitchen, you are 

all invited to a Thanksgiving style potluck on 

Heritage Sunday!  To bless the kitchen the church 

will be providing the roasted turkeys (prepared in our 

newly updated kitchen!) and asking the congregation 

to bring a side dish for our feast. The updates to the 

kitchen are being done in the hope of expanding our 

ministry of hospitality within the community to those 

in need.  So, this potluck will be open to, and 

advertised throughout, the community. 

Join us for a celebration of our Congregational 

heritage and as we bring God's love to our neighbors. 
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News from the 

Pews 
 

 Jane Van Dis has been moved once 

again to Appledorn Care Facility, 

727 Apple Ave, Holland, MI, 49423, 

Room A3. Please keep her in your 

prayers. Visitors and cards are 

greatly encouraged and welcomed. 

 Peggy Boyce would benefit greatly 

by your continued prayers on behalf 

of her health. 

 Thank you Everyone who have been 

praying on behalf of my husband 

Gary, in regards to his recent hip 

replacement surgery. He is 

recovering remarkably well, walking 

with a cane, back to driving the car 

occasionally, and using the rest of 

his time off of work to putter around 

in his workshop. So your prayers 

have been effective, and have made a 

difference. Thank you once again! 

Your office manager, Kathleen 

Slawson.  

 GROOVE Exercise Class continues 

to meet in the Fellowship Hall every 

Friday morning at 10am. However 

they will only meet during the 

month of November on the 4th & 

18th, due to the WFC’s Bazaar & 

Thanksgiving. Cost is $7 a session or 

10 sessions for $60. 

 
 

Order your 2016 NACCC Advent 

Devotionals Now!! 
 

The 1st Sunday of Advent is Nov 27th. 

Price is $3 per copy, includes shipping 

& handling charges. Email your 

request to: lmiller@naccc.org, 

Telephone: (800) 262-1620 ext. 1618, 

Fax: (414) 764-0319. Include your 

name & address for delivery by mail. 
 

NOV MISSION EMPHASIS 
 

Christian Neighbors Thanksgiving Project 
 

We have been asked by Christian Neighbors, located 

at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Douglas, MI, to 

participate in providing food items, to fill boxes, which 

are distributed to hundreds of local families, just prior 

to Thanksgiving. 578 family groups were blessed with 

meals last year…that’s amazing! 
 

PLEASE NOTE that we have been 

asked to donate Jello this year!  

Place your donations on the back 

pew in the sanctuary.   

Sunday, Nov 20th is the last day to 

donate, with the items being delivered to Christian 

Neighbors on Monday. Thank you. 

 
 

FCC’s Contact Information: 
 

Church Address: 296 Hoffman St, 

PO Box 633, Saugatuck, MI 49453 
 

Office Mgr: Mrs. Kathleen Slawson 

Office Phone: 269-857-2929 

If we aren’t in leave a message & we will get back to 

you as soon as possible. If your call is a pastoral 

emergency please call Pastor Sarah at 

 (989)640-1487 
 

Email: office@1stcongregational.net 

Website: www.1stcongregational.net 

Facebook: 1st Congregational Saugatuck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lmiller@naccc.org
mailto:office@1stcongregational.net
http://www.1stcongregational.net/
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Notes from the 

Church Treasurer 

We are nine months 

into the 2016 budget 

year. The financial 

statements were 

reviewed and are available for the 

congregation in the Board Meeting 

Minutes notebook.  The 2016 budget 

we presented to the Congregation last 

January was very similar to last year. 

We lowered the contributions budget 

from $94,000 to $90,000, gave a small 

increase to our secretary, adjusted 

Pastor expenses to reflect new 

contract, adjusted Christian Ed 

director budget to reflect the actual 

salary, and increased operations 

budget by 2.5% for insurance/utility/ 

advertising/maintenance expense line 

items.  

Income Info:   As of September 30, we 

have received $53,806 of contributions 

for the general fund, which is 20% 

below the $67,500 budget to date.  

Being 20% under budget at year end 

will put our collections at $75,000 

instead of the $90,000 we estimated a 

year ago.  We have supplemented this 

shortfall by using $28,900 of draws 

from the Heritage Fund.  We are 

thankful for a generous congregation 

and realize we are fortunate our 

Heritage fund revenue, gains and 

losses are able to supplement the 

General Fund. We are also aware we 

need to strive for a balanced budget.   

Expense Info:  As of September 30, our 

budgeted expenses total $91,215 

which is $6700 below budget.  The 

operations budget is $5900 under 

budget showing saving in all line 

items except maintenance.  The 

diaconate budget is $300 under 

reflecting decreased spending in supplies, instrument 

maintenance, and fellowship.  The budget differences 

for the CE Director and Organist reflect adjustments 

for paid and unpaid days off.  The Pastor budget is 

less than 1% lower than budgeted.  The Trustees have 

discussed funding for new church programs, building 

maintenance, and major building repairs (such as a 

new roof) but we hesitate adding budget items when 

it’s difficult to meet our current budget.   

The Trustees and I are proud to serve our 

congregation and will continue to work hard at being 

good stewards the funds and assets of our church. We 

are creating a wish list for maintenance and upkeep 

of our building and grounds and welcome your gifts of 

time, talent and treasures.  Could we count on you to 

help on scheduled quarterly church work days for 

projects like painting, washing nursery toys, 

yardwork, small repairs or other?  Would you be 

willing to sponsor a specific repair project?  We will 

soon be prayerfully considering a 2017 budget and 

welcome input from the congregation.  We also have 

an opening on our board and encourage you to 

volunteer your time, talents and treasures by serving 

as a trustee for First Congregational Church. 

Respectfully, 

Phyllis Yff, Treasurer 

 


