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Our Covenant 
We covenant with the Lord and one 
with another, and do bind ourselves 
in the presence of God, to walk 
together in all his ways, according as 
he is pleased to reveal himself unto 
us in his blessed word of truth. 
 

 
 

Our Goal 
The church exists to change lives. 
That's what we're about. It's simple 
to say, harder to live. Every single 
week, we find a way to love God 
through worship, one another 
through fellowship, and the 
Saugatuck/Douglas area through 
simple acts of service. We don't 
always get it right. But we have fun 
trying. 
 

The Lakeshore Congregationalist 
May 2016 

 

A Publication of First Congregational Church of Saugatuck 

Serving our community since 1860 
 

“We take God seriously, not ourselves.”

 
From The Pastor’s Desk  

 

 “...Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid; do 

not be discouraged, 

 for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  - 

Joshua 1:9b 

 

 I recently finished reading the Divergent trilogy 

(Roth), in preparation for its big cinematic finale coming to 

theaters soon.  (Yes, your pastor has a deep and abiding love 

for young adult fiction... it feeds my inner sixteen-year-old 

heart!  Hunger Games, Harry Potter, Percy Jackson... Bring 

them on!!). The foundation of this post-apocalyptic tale is the 

idea that those who remain “after” re-found their society 

around social faction.  People group themselves together 

according to the value or attribute they most embody or 

uphold.  The Erudite faction values knowledge above all else.   

The Candor faction values honesty above all else.  Abnegation 

values selflessness.  Dauntless values bravery.  And, finally, 

Amenity values kindness. 

 Throughout the series, the question arises again and 

again about how to (and which faction should) run this 

society.  Not to give away the ending or anything... but, 

spoiler alert, turns out that people are complex and unique 

beings that need to work together   (Ahh the simplicity of 

young adult fiction...).   

 Well, in the second book of the trilogy, there is this 

compelling scene that I just cannot get out of my mind these 

days.  How do you think a faction of people that uphold 

kindness above all else would handle contentious issues and 

moments of disagreement?  Well in this particular scene, a 

disagreement arises within the Amenity community.  There 

are people within this faction that lie on two sides of a very 

heated and urgent concern.     

 Everything unfolds like this:  The leader of the 

Amenity community calls a town meeting.  The issue is laid 

out before the people.  The two major opinions regarding how 

to handle said issue are presented in a matter-of-fact kind of 

way, and then the leadership of the community sits down, and 

the people are set loose.  And something fascinating happens.  

People begin turning to their neighbors and they start talking 

about the issue.  And eventually through discussion they find 

agreement, and in kindness they band together.   
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From the Pastor continued… 
 

Then this paring turns again to its neighbors 

and they discuss the issue.  Once they reach 

a conclusion on how they feel the issue is 

best resolved they too band together, and so 

on and so forth, until the community forms 

itself into big blobs of people discussing the 

issue together.  They do this until one 

unified opinion rises from the crowd.  And 

because these people value kindness over all 

else: they never butt heads, they don’t yell, 

they seek compromise, they listen to all 

sides of the issues, they remain utterly calm.  

And collectively, in kindness, they find 

peace and a unified voice.  Then they simply 

follow that voice, and people aren’t allowed 

to complain if things don’t work out, 

because they came to the decision together.   

 While other factions would approach 

disagreement differently- Dauntless would 

likely fight it out and Erudite would likely 

research things to death- Amenity addresses 

things in the moment and in a very 

calm/kind way. 

 From my perspective, I see that most 

congregations would like to think that they 

address conflict Amenity style- through 

reasoned discussion, seeking peace and a 

unified outcome at all times.  And yet, this is 

rarely how things play out.  As humans we 

like to dig in our heels and we are prone to 

being easily offended.  Thus, kindness in the 

midst of disagreement can be difficult. 

 As nice as the Amenity approach 

sounds, this truly is not how Jesus would 

have us making decisions.   While kindness- 

and bravery, and intelligence, and 

selflessness, and honesty- are all vital for 

life together in the Christian way, we cannot 

elevate them above seeking God’s will first 

and foremost.   In moments of great struggle 

and discord, we can be tempted as a 

congregation to uplift calm and order above 

a desire to truly follow the Lord.   

 So, how do you think God calls us to 

wade through disagreement?  To be honest, 

I’m still trying to figure out my “theology of 

conflict”.  But these are some thoughts I’m 

having: 

 - Jesus wants us to have passionate convictions! 

After all, throughout the Prophets followers of God are tasked 

with bringing voice to the voiceless, with working hard to 

release those in captivity or stuck in spiritual darkness, and 

proclaiming God’s love and freedom!  This work requires a 

lot of passion! 

 - Jesus calls us into humility!  Proverbs11:2 “When 

pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is 

wisdom.”  In moments of conflict we are called to check our 

pride at the door.  We desperately need God’s wisdom and 

guidance in this life, and pride gets in the way- deafening us to 

God’s voice. 

 - It’s not even about us anyway!  Matthew 5:14-15 

“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be 

hidden.  Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, 

but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven.”  In those blessed moment when we get things right, 

really right, as Jesus’ followers... it’s not about us.  We shine 

to give glory to God!  We shine to invite others to give glory 

as well. 

 As Congregationalists when we find ourselves in 

seasons of conflict, it is our spiritual identity and out covenant 

commitment to each other that can help us move forward.  We 

are not expected to achieve calm.  We are not expected to 

achieve sameness in opinion on anything.  Honestly, we are 

not about achieving.  We are about the journey of 

understanding.  
  

“We covenant with the Lord and one with another, and do 

bind ourselves in the presence of God, 

to walk in all his ways, according as he is pleased to reveal 

himself unto us in his blessed word of truth.” 

- Our Church Covenant 
 

 One of our Congregational pillars is Freedom.  Most 

people understand this as a freedom from denominational rule, 

but rather this is a freedom of seeking.  It is a freedom to 

being open to God’s voice.  A freedom to be in relationship 

with Christ.  A freedom to seek and pursue where the Holy 

Spirit would have us go.   

 We will forever be in a state of seeking and journeying 

to find out what God has for us next.  So do not fear conflict!  

Do not be consumed by the assumption that we have to dig in 

our heels to be heard!  Do not close yourself off to God’s good 

and refining work.  Lean into it!  Engage in the process of 

discernment!  God has good and holy things in store for us! 

 

~ Pastor Sarah 
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Pastor Sarah Gladstone’s contact 

information is: 
PO Box 13 
Saugatuck, MI 49453 
1-989- 640-1487 
rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com 
 

Her open office hours are: 
Monday & Wednesday 9am-Noon 
Tuesday 4-7pm 

 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

May 1 – Ryan Vander Molen    

May 2 – Pam Haferman 

May 4 – Milon Brockington 

May 4 – Daniel Goulooze 

May 6 – Adam Vander Molen 

May 8 – Griffin Baker 

May 9 – Jeff Faber 

May 11 – Richard Reyes 

May 13 – Frank Lamb 

May 14 – Sylvia Rudich 

May 16 – Pat Diepenhorst 

May 18 – Emmalin Brink 

May 18 – Vasil Kolev 

May 18 – Daniel Schmitt 

May 20 – Kirk Wingard 

May 20 – Lisa DeBoer 

May 20 – Glenn Bareman 

May 22 – Steve Borgman 

May 27 – Randy Nieusma 

May 29 – Richard Crawford 

 

Congratulations to our 

May Anniversary 

Couple! 
 

May 1st – Joshua & Adriane Sagal 

 

If you notice that your birthday or 

anniversary was omitted, just call 

the church office (269-857-2929). 

 

 

 

 

A “Noisy” 

Offering will 

be taken on 

Sun, May 1st! 
 

Bring your loose change, throw in some bills, and help 

our Sunday School children purchase some goats 

through Heifer International. Your joyful noise giving 

will bring the joyful bleating of goats, to bless a 

village far, far away. Thank you! 

 
 

Hello Choristers! Chancel Choir 

sings the praises of the Lord during 

the worship service, once a month. 
 

 

Rehearsals for this month are on 

Sundays, May 1st, 8th, & 15th at 9am, in the 

Fellowship Hall. They will sing during May 15th’s 

worship service.  
 

For more information contact Cathy Brockington, 269-

857-2146. 

 
 

Women’s Fellowship Circle 
 

On Tuesday, May 3rd  @ 10am, the 

ladies will meet in The Fellowship 

Hall for a time of  fellowship, and 

some time in God’s Word, taught by Jennifer 

Wingard.  All women are invited. Volunteers are 

needed to knit or crochet Prayer Shawls. Interested 

persons should contact Pat Gentry (616)335-8720. 

 
 

Saturday, May 7th, 10am – Church Clean-up 

Day…Donuts will be provided! 

 
 

 

Sunday,  
May 22nd, 10am 

Celebrating our Youth, 
Don’t Miss It! 

mailto:rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9am Chancel 
Choir Practice 
 

Communion 
served 
 

“Noisy 

Offering” 

taken during 

10am Worship 
 

2 
6pm 
District AA 
meeting 

3 
10am 
WFC’s 

meeting & 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm 

LCC 

Rehearsal 
 

4 5 
7pm Boy 
Scouts meet 

in  the 

Fellowship 

Hall 

6 
10am 
GROOVE 

Exercise 

Class 

7 
10am 
Church 

Clean-up 

Donuts 

provided! 

8  
Mother’s Day 

 

9am Chancel 

Choir Practice 
 

11:30am 

Trustee Board 

meeting 

9 
7pm 
Prudential 

Board 

meeting 

10 

6:30pm 
LCC 

Rehearsal 
 

6:30pm 

Cub Scouts 

meet in the 

Fellowship 
Hall 

11 12 

 

13 
10am 
GROOVE 

Exercise 

Class 

14 
1-5pm Lois 
Shields’ 

Memorial 

Service with 

Luncheon 

15 
Pentecost 

Sunday 
 

9am Chancel 

Choir Practice 
sing during 

10am Worship 

 

16 
 

17 
6:30pm 

LCC 

Rehearsal 
 

18 
 

19 
7pm Boy 

Scouts meet 

in  the 
Fellowship 

Hall 

20 
10am 

GROOVE 

Exercise 
Class 
 

 

21 

22  
Trinity 
Sunday/Youth 

Sunday 

 

23 
June 
Newsletter 

submission 

deadline 

 

24 
6:30pm 
LCC 

Rehearsal 
 

6:30pm 

Cub Scouts 

meet in the 

Fellowship 
Hall 

25 26 
 

27 

10am 
GROOVE 

Exercise 

Class 
 

28 
Church 
parking lot 

closed to 

public for 

wedding 

next door 

usage 

29 
 

30 
Memorial 

Day 
 

Church 
Office Closed 

 

31 
5:30 pm 

Diaconate 

Board 
meeting 
 

6:30pm 

LCC 

Rehearsal 

 

    

 

 

May 2016 
First Congregational Church Activity Calendar 

 

Sunday Worship Services – 10:00am           Church Office Hours – Mon, Tues, Weds 10am – 2pm 
Nursery Provided                 Pastor Sarah’s Office Hours – Mon & Weds 9am-1pm 

Communion will be served 1st Sunday of the month          Tues 4pm-7pm  

Sunday School – 10:15am                       or by appointment 

Social Hour after Worship – 11:00am 
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Fellowship Host 

Schedule 
 

 

May   1 – Jim Scott, Brad & Janna 

                 Rudich 

May   8 – Frank & Joan Lamb 

May 15 – Ralph Birkholz 

May 22 – Sue Bohlander & Dotty 

Houser 

May 29 – Marlene Rininger & Joanne 

Schippa 

 

June  5 – Bev Nieusma, Gerrit & Tina 

Sturrus 

June 12 – Church Picnic @ Plapp’s 

June 19 – Michael & Pat Gentry 

June 26 – Frank & Joan Lamb 
 

Thank you for serving as Fellowship 

Host.  If you cannot serve on the date 

assigned to you, please swap with 

someone else, and notify the church 

office with any changes made, so the 

schedule can be updated.  

 
 
 

Scripture Reader 

Schedule 
 

 

 

May   1 – Cathy 

Brockington 

May   8 – Linda Escott 

May 15 – NEED A VOLUNTEER 

May 22 – Youth 

May 29 – Dave Edwards 

 

June   5- NEED A VOLUNTEER 

June 12 - NEED A VOLUNTEER 

June 19 – Dave Edwards 

June 26 – Linda Escott 
 

To volunteer for open, or future 

Sunday Readings, sign-up on the 

clipboard at the Welcome Desk  

 
 

Welcome Team Schedule 
 

Looking for Volunteers! Please sign up 

on the clipboard, at the Welcome Desk, 

in the back of the Sanctuary. Thank you. 

June, July & August are wide open! 
 

May 1 – OPEN 

May 8 – OPEN 

May 15 – OPEN 

May 22 – Mryna Dornan 

May 29 – OPEN 
   

The Welcome Team is coordinated by Dan Rusiecki & 

Dave Edwards.  

 
 

 

Workers’ Schedule 
 

     

 

 

May   1 – Joan Lamb 

May   8 – Cathy Brockington 

May 15 – Paige VanderMolen 

May 22 – Marlene Rininger 

May 29 – Janna Rudich 
 

June   5 – Kimberley De Boer 

June 12 – Myrna Dornan 

June 19 – Kimberley De Boer 

June 26 – Pat Gentry 
       

Thank you for serving as Nursery Worker.  If you 

cannot serve on the date assigned to you, please swap 

with someone else, and please notify the church office 

with any changes made, so the schedule can be 

updated.  

 

 Our March collections totaled 

$5,723, which is $1,777 lower 

than budgeted. 

 Our March expenses totaled 

$10,454, which is $428 lower 

than budgeted. 

 We had one transfer from the Heritage Fund to the 

General Fund for $5,000. 

 The total Heritage Fund balance is $375,020. 

Respectfully submitted by:  Phyllis Yff 
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Parents here is what we are thinking 

about in Sunday School: 
 

Our Bible lesson this month:  

The Prodigal Son - Luke 15: 11-32  

 

In the parable of the prodigal son, 

Jesus was teaching that God wants to 

forgive both sinners and self-righteous 

people. The real focus of this story is 

the long-suffering father, who 

continues to love both sons as they 

dishonor him. It is a beautiful story of 

God’s love and determination to see 

the lost return to him. 

 

We will emphasize the message that 

“rule-keepers” and “good kids” need to 

be forgiven too. It is important to 

make the connection that the pride of 

self-righteous people needs forgiving 

just as much as the wild living of 

prodigals. 

  

At the end of the month our students 

should have a general understanding 

of the following: 

 

After this lesson, children will 

demonstrate understanding that God 

wants to save everyone (both sinful 

people & self-righteous people). 

 

Memory Work:  “Love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your might.” 

                            Deuteronomy 6:5  

 

Sunday School Offerings: October 2015 – May 2016 

will go to the Heifer Project.  

 

Special Offering: 

A "Noisy Offering" will be taken on May 1st, which 

will go toward the Heifer program. Our students are 

excited to see how much they will collect and how 

many goats they will be able to send to those in need.  

 

Sunday School Field Trip: 

On Sunday, April 10 we visited the Evergreen Lane 

Goat Farm 1824 66th Street Fennville, MI. This trip 

gave our students a chance to see what a goat looks 

like, where goats live, how they make goat cheese and 

get a chance to taste some. Thank you to all the 

parents who drove to Farm. Our students behaved so 

well that we were invited back in the fall to pick 

apples in their organic apple orchard. We also want to 

thank Tom & Cathy Halinski the owners for giving 

our students this opportunity to visit their farm. If 

you have a chance or a need for goat or cow’s milk 

cheese take a ride out to Evergreen Lane Artisan 

Cheese Creamery. And remember to mention how our 

"kids" loved their field trip. 

 

The first Sunday of the month is Children's Church. 
The first Sunday of the month, May 1 is our special 

"noisy" offering. All of Sunday school will remain in 

church for the service. The Sunday school will also be 

taking the offering. 

 

Sunday School (pre-school - 5th grade) meets upstairs 

next to the sanctuary. Teachers: Diana Hoppe & 

Linda Kinnaman 

Donut Club (6th-12th grade) meets downstairs in the 

gathering room. Teacher: Kathy Platt 

 

Perfect Sunday School Attendance: For the Month of 

April Liberty Kolev, Vasil Kolev and Robert Boyce 

had perfect attendance. 

 

TAKING A LOOK AHEAD 

 

Here is a look at our theme for the summer: 

June, July & August : Prayer 
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FCC’s Contact Information: 
 

Church Address: 296 Hoffman St, 

PO Box 633, Saugatuck, MI 49453 
 

Office Mgr: Mrs. Kathleen Slawson 

Church Office – M, T, W 10am-2pm, 

269-857-2929, after hours it will go to 

our answering machine. 
 

Email: office@1stcongregational.net 

Website: www.1stcongregational.net 

Facebook: 1st Congregational 

Saugatuck 

 

 
 

News from the 

Pews 

 
 

• GROOVE Exercise Class will 

continue to meet throughout the 

Summer, every Friday, at 10am in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Come join 

them, it only costs $7 a session. 

• Judith Morris Mauger passed away 

on March 31st, with a Memorial 

Service held here, at the church, on 

April 23rd. Our condolences and 

prayers go out on behalf of her 

family and friends. 

• Barb Baker had surgery done the 

last week of April, and covets your 

prayers on behalf of her recovery and 

upcoming rehabilitation. 

• A Celebration of Life will be held 

here at the church, on Saturday, 

May 14th from 1 to 5pm, in memory 

of Lois H. Shields, who passed away, 

earlier in the year on January 12, 

2016.  All are invited to attend, and 

share your love, & special memories 

of Lois, with her family. A luncheon 

will be served. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NACCC’s 62
nd

 Annual  

Meeting & Conference 

June 25-28, 2016 

Doubletree by Hilton, Dearborn/Detroit, MI 
 

Our 2016 Host Committee has been working creatively and 

diligently to ensure you, as an attendee, have a plethora of 

options for worship and local venues to explore. They 

encourage you to come early and stay late.  

 

The business to be conducted includes review and adoption of 

a new set of Bylaws finally melding our corporation and our 

association into a single nonprofit entity. Please take a look at 

them in advance. You will find them in attendee folders as 

well as on the NACCC website. http://www.naccc.org/2016-

amc-information.html. 

 

Registration packets are on the Welcome Desk, at the back of 

our church sanctuary, for your use. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

At YMCA Camp Copneconic ,  
Sunday, July 17 – Friday, July 22. 

 

The theme this year is: “Star Wars” - May the LORD 

be with You- Sponsored by The Michigan Conference 

of Congregational Christian Churches 
 

For any student who, at the conclusion of the 2015-

2016 school-years, will have completed grades 3 

through 8. 
 

Registration forms are available on the Welcome 

Desk, at the back of our church sanctuary.  Financial 

assistance is available if needed. 

 

mailto:office@1stcongregational.net
http://www.1stcongregational.net/
http://www.naccc.org/2016-amc-information.html
http://www.naccc.org/2016-amc-information.html

