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Office Information 
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am-2pm 
Email: Office@1stCongregational.Net 
Website: 1stCongregational.Net 

 

Our Covenant 
We covenant with the Lord and 
with one another, and do bind 
ourselves in the presence of God, to 
walk together in all his ways, 
according as he is pleased to reveal 
himself unto us in his blessed word 
of truth. 

 

Our Goal 
The church exists to change lives. 
That's what we're about. It's simple 
to say, harder to live. Every single 
week, we find a way to love God 
through worship, through one 
another, through fellowship, and 
through simple acts of service in the 
Saugatuck/Douglas area. We don't 
always get it right, but we have fun 
trying. 
 
 

 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that 
he may lift you up in due time.  

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
1 Peter 5: 6-7 

 

Here we are on the precipice of another “on-season,” soon our little 
community will play host to a flood of visitors looking to get away from the busy 
ways of city life.  They will look for creativity, rest, a little bit of time with their feet 
in the sand - and they will find it!  What a privilege it is to offer our slice of paradise 
to people. 

Most days, that is exactly how I feel about our town.  It’s a little slice of 
paradise - filled with artists and thinkers, neighbors and friends!  And while parking 
is a wildly competitive sport a few months out of the year… it is SO worth it to call 
this place our home.   

But, on other days, I worry about the realities of living in a “resort” community.  
During the winter months we rattle around downtown amongst the empty rental 
properties and “closed for the season” shops.  When I knock on the doors of our 
neighborhood homes, I occasionally meet someone new, but twice as often (if 
someone comes to the door at all) it’s been a contractor, a cleaning person or 
someone tending the property that I just happened to catch while the owner was 
away.   

I feel that we are on the precipice of another kind.  Are we a community? Or 
are we a destination? Both are valid answers… but I pray that we still desire to be a 
community!   

Soap Box Moment:  perhaps you, like me, have been wondering about this 
lately as the conversation around the Saugatuck Public School Bond Proposal has 
been robust.  From my perspective, if we are going to be a community (a real one, 
where we know our neighbors, where we have a relationship with the people we 
run into at the grocery story), there are certain things that we must protect and 
invest in:   
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1) Our churches.  Yes, I mean churches (plural).  Our 

churches are havens for social and spiritual life!  
Collectively we host recovery groups, adult education 
classes, exercise groups; we are home to many fine 
artists and entrepreneurs; youth programming; and we 
are (for many) the first stop in times of deep financial 
and mental health needs.  And that is just to name a 
few of the things that happen in our buildings Monday-
Saturday.  Our community churches are vital!   

2) Affordable housing.   Housing in Saugatuck/Douglas is 
tricky.  Because of the beauty we inhabit, we are ripe 
for development (and at times, exploitation)… I 
wonder: where are we intentionally making space for 
young families to move in?  People just starting out in 
their careers?  Is there room for a middle class or the 
fixed income elderly?  If that is happening somewhere, 
please let me know!   

3) Our schools.  We have wonderful schools here that 
attract students from throughout the county. What a 
blessing! To respect and build up our families is to 
respect and build up our schools.  That is so important.  
If we are going to be a community of families, then we 
need to invest in our schools.  Pray for our students, 
attend the plays/sports games, or get involved 
volunteering.  

4) Our “Third Places”.  We each have a home (first place), 
we each have work (second place), and our “Third 
Places” are those in which we are afforded the 
opportunity to connect.  That can be the church, but 
it’s also the library, the post office, our club spaces, the 
grocery store, our parks, our favorite local restaurant.  
It takes a village to support a community.   

None of these are new ideas or concepts, but I have 
been reminded many times this past winter about the ever 
widening local wealth gap and the vulnerability of our 
community’s connectedness.   

As we begin another busy time of being community 
hosts, let’s be in prayer for all the people that come-and-go 
and enjoy our lovely slice of paradise. But also, let us lean 
into connecting with our neighbors anew.  This is the 
perfect time of year for front porch sitting!   
 
Praise God! 
 
All together in Christ,  
Pastor Sarah 

 

   
 

Update from Pastor Sarah: 
 
The new roof is going up this month!  West Michigan 
Roofing is just looking for a window of a few sunny days and 
they will charge on. 
 
As I type this (on April 29th) I was standing in the sanctuary 
this morning being rained on… so not a moment too soon! 
 
Thanks to the generous support of the congregation we 
have raised almost $22,000 in our Under This Roof Capital 
Campaign!  Our goal when the campaign launched was to 
raise $30,000 in 2019, and here we are a quarter of the way 
through the year and nearly three quarters to our goal!   
 
We have a few things coming up this summer as fund 
raisers, including: a “Shingle Sponsoring” program; we will 
be hosting a bake sale at Music in the Park; and on busy 
tourism weekends, we will be charging for parking lot usage.  
If you are interested in helping out at the bake sale booth 
on Wednesday evenings at Music in the Park or would be 
willing to hang out by the parking lot entrance on Venetian 
Weekend or around the Fourth of July, please let Pastor 
Sarah know.   
 
Thank you all again for your enthusiasm and support for the 
roof project."  

In the Beginning… 
Spring Mission: Habitat 
for Humanity 
 

Lakeshore Habitat for Humanity is a partnership, home 
building & home repair Christian ministry serving Ottawa 
and part of Allegan Counties that has served more than 150 
families and 800 individuals since 1990. 
 

Money Raised so far (goal of $2000): 
 March Concert: $308.00 
 Easter special collection: $570.00 

 

There are several ways you can partner with Habitat for 
Humanity this spring and beyond: 

 Once Habitat breaks ground on the 
Cadman home, the church will be 
scheduled for a couple of onsite build 
days. Keep your eyes open for those 
opportunities. 

 Habitat for Humanity is always looking 
for volunteers to help in their ReStore 
in Holland or to bring baked goods out 
to volunteers on the work sites.   

   Habitat for Humanity 
    The Cadman Family 



 

  

 

GROOVE! Dance Class 
Fridays @ 10am; Cost: $7/session 

Instructor: Heather Winia 
 

EveryBODY welcome! 

 

 
All the ladies of the church are invited 
to get together for Bible study and 
conversation  

 
First Tuesday of the Month 

Next gathering: May 7th @ 10am 

 
Grace of Douglas 
Worship Service 

Every Second Sunday  
with Pastor Sarah 

 
 

Next Worship: May 12th @ 2pm 
Everyone is welcome to lend their singing 

voice and friendship. 

 

 



 

  

Pastoral Care 
 
 Pastor Sarah makes pastoral calls 
at home and hospitals by need 
and request. Feel free to contact 
her if you or someone  

you know would appreciate a visit:  
 
rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com or 989-640-1487.   
 
Please be aware that hospitals and care facilities will not 
contact clergy if someone is being admitted. Our 
Shepherds are also happy to help coordinate meal 
deliveries.  

      A note from our 

Christian Education Director  

Karen Holstine 

 

Dear Parents, 

 As the Easter season is coming to a close 

may we continue to celebrate His resurrection 

daily and continue to share His love with others! 

Praise God! 

 Our children have been learning about 

God’s love and the Easter story. We have also 

been learning a new song called, “Hosanna 

Rock”. I encourage your children to practice. It is 

available on YouTube, for we will be singing 

“Hosanna Rock” for the congregation on Sunday, 

May 19th, at 10:00. Please save the date and 

invite friends and families for this great time of 

celebration for our kiddos and our grads! 

 Thank you for allowing me this 

opportunity to teach your children of God’s love. 

I am honored and grateful to be a part of your 

child’s life! 

Eternally grateful, 

In Christ’s love, 

Karen 

 

There is now a collection box for Box Tops For 

Education clippings in our donation area by the 

handicap entrance. 

 

 

Check out the church’s new  
YouTube Channel 

Visit YouTube.com and search: 
 First Congregational Church of Saugatuck 

There you will find videos of our Sunday sermons! 

Practice Dates @ 9 am: 

05/05 

05/12 

05/19 

Final Performance for the season: 

May 19th Worship Service 

 

 
 

“First Sunday” Family Worship Day 

Children are encouraged to remain during 
worship and celebrate communion with family 

mailto:rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com


  

STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR BOARD OF MINISTRY 

Moderator Phyllis Yff 616-218-6446         pnee.kline@yahoo.com  

Clerk Janna Rudich 269-857-5763         jrudich@fbzcpa.com  

Treasurer Brad Rudich 616-644-3015        bradleyrudich@gmail.com  

Congregational Way Captain Cathy Brockington 269-857-2146        cabrocking68@gmail.com 

Building/Grounds Captain Cindy Raue 616-218-0779         kcraue@gmail.com 

Christian Education Captain Linda Escott 269-857-3126       lescott0607@comcast.net 

Community Life Captain Linda Kinnaman (616) 566-7316    lindabkinnaman@gmail.com  

Congregational Care Captain OPEN   

Stewardship/ Missions Captain David Edwards 616-546-0432    amazinglyclean505@gmail.com 

Worship Arts Captain Kristin Boyce 616-218-7276       kristynboyce22@yahoo.com 

Fellowship Hosts 

05/05 – Cindy Raue, Linda Kinnaman 
05/12 – Board Captains 
05/19 –Brad & Janna Rudich 
05/26 – Justine Kolev, Linda Kinnaman 

Scripture Readers – Available! 

05/05 – Myrna Dornan 
05/12 – Linda Escott 
05/19 – Available  
05/26 – Cathy Brockington 

Welcome Team – Available! 

05/05 – Myrna Dornan 
05/12 – Available 
05/19 – Linda Kinnaman 
05/26 – Kristyn Boyce 

Children’s Story-Time Leader 

05/05 – Children join worship 
05/12 – Cathy Brockington 
05/19 – Linda Kinnaman 
05/26 – Kristyn Boyce 
 

Ryan Vander Molen 05/01 

Milon Brockington 05/04 

Adam Vander Molen 05/06 

Griffin Baker 05/08 

Frank Lamb 05/13 

Sylvia Rudich 05/14 

Vasil Kolev 05/18 

Kirk Wingard 05/20 

Lisa De Boer 05/20 

Glenn Bareman 05/20 

Randy Nieusma 05/27 

Richard Crawford 05/29 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 
Board of Ministry Meeting, 
Monday, 05/20 @ 6:30pm 

 



 

 

 

  

July 14-19 



 

 

 

Sunday 

*** 

 

Monday 

*** 

Tuesday 

*** 

 

Wednesday 

1 *** 

 

LCC 

Rehearsal 7 

Thursday 

2 *** 

 

LCC 

Rehearsal 7 

Friday 

3 

Groove 10 

 

Saturday 

4 

 

5 *** 

Communion 

 

6 

 

7 

WFC 10am 

Election 

Day 

8 9 

LCC 
Rehearsal 7 

10 

Groove 10 

11 

LCC 
Rehearsal 

12 

Grace of 

Douglas 2pm 

Mothers’ Day 

13 

District 3AA 

7pm 

14 

Cub Scouts 

6:30 

LCC Riser 

set-up in am 

Rehearsal 7 

15 16 

 

LCC 

Rehearsal 7 

17 

Groove 10 

18 

LCC  Concert 

7:30 PM 

19  

SS & Choir 
Sing for 

Worship! 

LCC Concert 

4:00 PM 

20 

Board 
Meeting 6:30  

 

21 

 

22 

 

 

6:30 PM 

23 24 

Groove 10 

25 

26 27 

Memorial Day 

28 29 30 31 

Groove 10 

Wedding 

Rehearsal 

01 

 

WEDDING 

***Ministers’ Convocation April 29-May 2 

 

*** FLOWER CAN BE TAKEN HOME NOW! THANK YOU 

 
First Congregational Church Activity Calendar 

Sunday Worship Services – 10:00am (Nursery Provided) 
Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Sunday School – 10:15am 
Fellowship after Worship – 11:00am 

Office Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs – 10:00-2:00 


