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Office Information 
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am-2pm 
Email: Office@1stCongregational.Net 
Website: 1stCongregational.Net 

 

Our Covenant 
We covenant with the Lord and 
with one another, and do bind 
ourselves in the presence of God, to 
walk together in all his ways, 
according as he is pleased to reveal 
himself unto us in his blessed word 
of truth. 

 

Our Goal 
The church exists to change lives. 
That's what we're about. It's simple 
to say, harder to live. Every single 
week, we find a way to love God 
through worship, through one 
another, through fellowship, and 
through simple acts of service in the 
Saugatuck/Douglas area. We don't 
always get it right, but we have fun 
trying. 
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“Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all 

your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.”  

Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the 

Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from 

sending calamity.” 

Joel 2: 12-13 

 

During the season of Lent we travel with Jesus on a journey.  We start in 
the wilderness - away from the things that normally comfort and sustain 
us - and continue in the steps of Jesus’ ministry and through to the last 
days of his life.  At this - like maybe no other - time of year, we are invited 
to examine our spiritual lives and identify those parts of ourselves that 
need attention and growth.  Where are we falling short?  What 
relationships need attention?  How do we dig deeper into our relationship 
with God?  What parts of our lives have become too much about us and 
not enough about God? 
  
 Trappist monk Thomas Merton said, “The whole Christian life is a 
life in which… the more we progress, the poorer we get so that the man 
who has progressed most, is totally poor - he has to depend directly on 
God.  He’s got nothing left in himself.” 
 
 When was the last time you heard someone say they wanted to be 

“totally poor”?  The human tendency is to accomplish, acquire, ascend, 

and aspire - always looking to gain, not to become poor.  Merton’s “totally 

poor” is a life that’s progressed the most, a life that’s getting closer to God 

and further away from worries about money, possessions, and power. 



  

As we begin Lent, we find ourselves at the edge of 
“wilderness time,” at the edge of total and complete 
dependence on God for everything we need.  Scary? 
Yes. Completely and totally fulfilling in the spiritual 
sense? Absolutely. 
 
 Entering and participating in a Lent that 
empties you of selfish desires and temptations and 
puts your complete faith and trust in God isn’t easy.  
As we will read in the Bible stories of the Lenten 
season, Jesus’ explanation of the Reign of God and the 
movement of the Spirit in our lies weren’t always 
understood by those who heard it - even the disciples 
who were closest to Jesus.   
 
 So, in the wilderness, we won’t despair when 
we don’t get everything right.  But we are called to put 
an intense focus on our relationship with God and how 
we show God to others in our lives.  Our progress on 
this journey won’t be measured in success, but by how 
empty we become, how much room we are able to 
make for God in our lives. 

 
 

All Together in Christ,  
Pastor Sarah 

 

In summary, the Under This Roof Campaign goal is to raise 
$30,000 within the congregation, while pulling another 
$30,000 from the church’s savings to meet these needs (not 
from the restricted endowment fund). The project has been 
estimated to be $50,000-$55,000 for a full shingle removal 
and replacement.  Planning for a $60,000 investment into 
our building leaves us a little room for additional building 
projects, such as repairs to the elevator, furnaces, & A/C.   

The “kick-off” matching challenge is a call to the 
congregation to raise $5,000 in February and March, and 
have each contribution matched dollar-for-dollars, doubling 
your gift’s impact!  As of 2/24, we have raised $4880! 

       

  Spring Mission Kick-off 

Our special Easter offering will go in 

support of the new Habitat for Humanity  

build in Hamilton.  As the project is still in 

its early stage, we have not been scheduled  

for a work day on the build site.  Their Volunteer 

Coordinator knows that we are ready and waiting!  Keep 

your eyes out for information on ways that we can support 

the new house build in Hamilton.  

 In the meantime, please pray for Habitat for Humanity as 
they get this project off the ground. 

 

 
 

Lenten Concert March 24th, 3pm  

Rebecca Russcher  Performing  

Pergolesi’s Sabat Mater 

We will be "passing the hat” during the concert to support 
Habitat for Humanity 

 

Interested in Joining 

the Church?  

Congregationalism 101 

Classes will be held 

following worship Sunday 

MARCH 10 & 17 



  

 

GROOVE! Dance Class 
Fridays @ 10am 

Instructor: Heather Winia 
Cost: $7/session 

EveryBODY welcome! 

 

Grace of Douglas 
Worship Service 

Every Second Sunday 
Next Worship: 

March 10th @ 2pm 
Everyone is welcome to lend 

their singing voice and 
friendship. 

 

All the ladies of the church 
are invited to get together 

for Bible study and 
conversation  

First Tuesday of the Month 
Next gathering: 

March 5th @ 10am 

 

Interested in learning 
how to play Bridge? 

 

Betty White will be 
hosting a class on 

Saturday, March 9th @ 
2pm 

200 Lucy St. Saugatuck 

 

Stop by Ashes to Go on  

March 6th from 11am-1pm 

The First Congregational Church of Saugatuck will 

be hosting an “Ashes to Go” station on March 6th 

in recognition of Ash Wednesday.  Between 11am 

and 1pm you can find the station set up by the 

post office or the Drug Store in downtown 

Saugatuck.  Ash Wednesday is the day that begins 

the Lenten season where Christians are invited to 

wear ashes to claim repentance, grace and a 

renewed relationship with God. “Ashes to Go” is 

about bringing spirit, belief, and belonging out 

from behind church closed doors, and into the 

places where we go every day.  It’s a simple event 

with deep meaning, drawing on centuries of 

tradition and worship to provide a contemporary 

moment of grace. 

           Lenten Soup Supper  

Our Wednesday  evening   
   Lenten soup suppers  
  will begin Wednesday, 

                  March 13th @ 6:00.   

 



  

There is now a collection box for Box Tops 

For Education clippings in our donation 

area by the handicap entrance. 

Check out our 

new church 

logo!!! 

Pastoral Care 
 

       Pastor Sarah makes pastoral 
       calls at home and hospitals by 
n    need and request. Feel free to  

                  contact her if you or someone 
you know would appreciate a visit: 
rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com or 989-640-
1487.  Please be aware that hospitals and care 
facilities will not contact clergy if someone is 
being admitted. Our Shepherds are also happy 
to help coordinate meal deliveries.  

 

 

Check out the church’s new  
YouTube Channel 

Visit YouTube.com and search: 
 First Congregational Church of Saugatuck 

There you will find videos of our Sunday 
sermons! 

A word from our Worship Arts Captain… 

Good day to you, Church Family!  

Are you ready to hone your origami skills? I would 
like to introduce an intergenerational art project to be 
completed during the Lenten season. Our theme for 
the season will be Cultivating and Letting Go! We will 
be exploring what must be cultivated within 
ourselves to further God's work through us. We will 
also be contemplating letting go of things that may be 
hindering our positive influence in the world. 

You will see a bare tree set up on or around the 
Communion table the first Sunday of Lent. We will be 
decorating this throughout the season with our 
creative works of art  

On the first Sunday of Lent, we will be handing out 2 
sheets of origami paper, one an autumnal color and 
the other a Spring color.  

On the autumnal colored sheet, we'll be asking you to 
fill in the blank: This Lent, I wish to let go of 
____________. The autumnal colors represent letting go 
of layers of our lives that are no longer necessary - 
things that may be standing in the way of us moving 
forward, such as fear, giving up, selfishness, etc. 

On the spring colored paper, we will ask you to fill in 
the blank: This Lent, I wish to cultivate _______. The 
Spring colors represent new growth, the things that 
we hope to be cultivating as we move towards our 
best selves.  

After the service, please bring your papers to 
Fellowship and we can all work on creating origami 
ornaments to hang on the tree. The things we need to 
let go of will hang there as we go through the Lenten 
season as a reminder to us all what we should be 
trying to leave behind in our lives. On Easter morning, 
those will be laying at the foot of the tree, with the 
Spring colored blooms hanging to show us the beauty 
we are cultivating in our lives! 

Grace and blessings to you all!  

 
Kristyn Boyce 
Worship Arts Captain 

mailto:rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com


 

 

 

  

STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR BOARD OF MINISTRY 

Moderator Phyllis Yff 616-218-6446         pnee.kline@yahoo.com  

Clerk Janna Rudich 269-857-5763         jrudich@fbzcpa.com  

Treasurer Brad Rudich 616-644-3015        bradleyrudich@gmail.com  

Congregational Way Captain Cathy Brockington 269-857-2146        cabrocking68@gmail.com 

Building/Grounds Captain Cindy Raue 616-218-0779         kcraue@gmail.com 

Christian Education Captain Linda Escott 269-857-3126       lescott0607@comcast.net 

Community Life Captain Linda Kinnaman (616) 566-7316    lindabkinnaman@gmail.com  

Congregational Care Captain OPEN   

Stewardship/ Missions Captain David Edwards 616-546-0432                no email available 

Worship Arts Captain Kristin Boyce 616-218-7276       kristynboyce22@yahoo.com 

Fellowship Hosts 
03/03   The Lampen Family 
03/10   Hank & Bonnie Stegenga 
03/17   Linda Kinnaman 
03/24   Choir 
03/31   Congregational Care 
 
Scripture Readers 
03/03   Cathy Brockington 
03/10   Betty White 
03/17   Linda Escott 
03/24   David Edwards 
03/31  Available 
 
 

Bev Nieusma 03/04  Vic & Jane Mayer 03/25 

Kirke White 03/11 
 Gerrit & Tina 

Sturrus 

03/28 

Sophia Camarota 03/14    

Carolyn Raebel 03/31    
 

Welcome Team 
03/03    Linda Kinnaman/Peggy Boyce 
03/10    Phyllis Yff 
03/17   The Gentry Family 
03/24   Kristyn Boyce 
03/31 Available 
 
Children’s Story-Time Leader 
03/03   Justine Kolev 
03/10   Connie Rusiecki 
03/17    Available 
03/24    Kristyn Boyce 
03/31  Available 
 

Upcoming Meetings:     3/11 Board of Ministry Meeting, Wednesday @ 6 :30pm 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday Friday 

1 

Groove 10 

 

Saturday 

2 

3 

Communion 

 

 

4 

 

5 

 WFC 10am 

 

6 

 

7 8 

Groove 10 

? 

9  

Bridge @ the 

White’s house! 
2pm 

10 

Congregationalism 

101 Class 

Grace of Douglas @ 

2pm 

11 

Board Meets 

6:30 pm 

District 3AA 

7 pm 

12 
 

 

13 

Lenten Soup 

Supper 6pm 

14 15  

Groove 10 

 

16 

 

17 

Congregationalism 

101 Class 

 

18 19 
 

Cub Scouts 

6:30 

20 

Lenten Soup 

Supper 6pm 

21 22 

Groove 10 

 

23 

24 

Lenten Concert 

3PM 

25 26 27 

Lenten Soup 

Supper 6pm 

28 29 

Groove 10 

 

30 

31 1 2 3 

Lenten Soup 

Supper 6pm 

4 5 

Groove 10 

 

6 

 

 

March 2019 
First Congregational Church Activity Calendar 

Sunday Worship Services – 10:00am (Nursery Provided) 
Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Sunday School – 10:15am 
Fellowship after Worship – 11:00am 

Office Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs – 10:00-2:00 
 


