
A case study:  

 There is an article that has been floating around social media the 
past few weeks about a small congregation outside of Minneapolis- St. 
Paul.  The news coming out of Grove United Methodist Church is that 
they will be closing in a few months time, but then, after six months, they 
will reopen.  Re-launch, actually.  They have a radical and controversial 
idea for how to address their congregation’s steadily shrinking attend-
ance over the past two decades.  The plan boils down to this:  the church 
will be “re-made” with a sole focus on inviting younger worshipers to fill 
the pews.  So think technical fixes like: a new look for the sanctuary and 
fellowship area, all the old hymnals are boxed up to make room for a 
shift in music styles, a new coffee bar, a new brand… that sort of thing.  
During the closure, the pastor’s sole focus will be to gather groups of 
people in their 20s, 30s, and 40s in order to start small group ministries 
that will eventually lead to a worshiping body in the to-be-opened,         
re-launched church.  Note, that all of the current, mostly elderly, mem-
bers are asked to worship elsewhere during this time (there is a sister 
Methodist church just 15 minutes away) while continuing to financially 
support Grove, and after 15-18 months (well after the re-launched 
church has gained some new traction) they are welcome to re-apply for 
membership in their neighborhood church of Grove UMC, where they 
will be welcomed back with open arms as long as they are on board with 
the new vision/leadership of the congregation. 

 There is a bit more to the story, but that is the nuts and bolts of it. 

 What are your thoughts? 

 This story has caught the attention of the social media world for 
good reason, it is wildly controversial.  Some believe that bold re-
launches like this (Grove UMC is hardly an isolated case) is the name of 
the game for our time and culture.  After all, if businesses can re-brand 
to shift the demographic of their product, why can’t the church?  On the 
other hand, many believe that this is ageism at its worst playing out in 
the typical small neighborhood church, a place that is meant to be for 
connection, solace, and community for all ages.   
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Our Covenant 
We covenant with the Lord and with 
one another, and do bind ourselves in 
the presence of God, to walk together 
in all his ways, according as he is 
pleased to reveal himself unto us in his 
blessed word of truth. 
 
Our Goal 
The church exists to change lives; that’s 
what we’re about. It’s simple to say, 
harder to live. Every single week, we 
find a way to love God through wor-
ship, one another, fellowship, and 
through simple acts of service in the 
Saugatuck/Douglas area. We don’t al-
ways get it right, but we have fun try-
ing. 

“Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think,  

according to the power at work within us, 
to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever 

and ever.” 

Ephesians 3: 20-21 
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Insi de th is  issue:  



 Here at the First Congregational Church of Saugatuck we are blessed to have a nice steady smattering of gen-
erations.  I can count on one hand the number of Sundays that we haven’t had any children in worship to deliver a 
children’s sermon since I began my ministry here nearly 5 years ago.  In the coffee line after church every week I 
hear talk about who was present and who should  be called and checked on amongst our older friends.  We con-
sistently have four generations present week-in and week-out at worship. Even our leadership has people in their 
30s, 40s, 50s, 60s, and 70s.  There are times when we feel a little unbalanced in our membership, sure, but we by 
no means struggle with the “scarcity reality” that may come with knowing we are one generation away from dy-
ing as a collective.   

 This drastic, last ditch effort re-launch that Grove UMC is undergoing is an idea that may be born out of a 
place of scarcity.  This is a place that I think needs to be seen and named as it pops up.  Because scarcity is some-
thing that can cut us off from the ability to dream together, pray together, plan together, and reach together.  It is 
a place that pushes people towards divisive and potentially damaging actions.  Clearly there are people around 
and within Grove UMC that see potential for a more diverse group of worshipers (a new “market”, if you will… ) 
and yet, the Church is being taken out of the equation of hospitality/ministry/ worship.   

 But, as Tori Smit writes, “Intergenerational ministry occurs when a congregation intentionally brings genera-
tions together in mutual serving, sharing or learning within the core activities of the church in order to live out 
being the body of Christ to each other and the greater community.”   

 and 

 As Margaret Mead writes, “Connections between generations are essential for the mental health and stability 
of the nation.” 

 Where else but the church do we have the capacity to come together each and every week as a group of four 
or five generations?  Where else are we able to serve and learn and sing side-by-side with young people and old 
people alike?  Where else but together are we able to grow and nurture an authentic, organic expression of the 
body of Christ, in this place and at this time, except by being boldly together?   

 Children of God, grey hair is not something to fear as a church, nor is the sound of toys clanging into the back 
of a pew.  We are better together.  Might we savor the privileged of being ourselves together today.  And might we 
be moved to always work together in creating more opportunities to serve and worship together as all God’s peo-
ple.  
 
All together in Christ,  
Pastor Sarah 

 

Ashes-To-Go  
February 26th, downtown 

Saugatuck 

Ash Wednesday is a day for “holy 
interruptions.” As we begin our 
Lenten season, open yourself to 
being interrupted - to be stopped 
in your tracks by our God - and 
asked: How do you see Christ at 
work in your life? 
 
This February 26th, Pastor Sarah 

will have an Ashes-To-Go station set up downtown (look 
for her near Saugatuck Drug or by the post office)  
to invite passersby into a moment of “holy interruption.” 
Stop by for a moment of prayer, scripture, considering 
God’s presence in our community and, of course, ashes.   



Grace of Douglas   
Worship Service  

With Pastor Sarah:  
February 9th  @ 2pm  
Everyone is welcome. 

Come support our Friends! 

Worship Opportunities 
February 2020 Mission Opportunities 

 

Receipts from Family Fare have a point code on 
them that Christian Neighbors can turn in for 
food pantry purchases.  
  

 Saugatuck Public  Schools  
need your “Box Tops For  

Education”. 

Christian Neighbors is always in 
need of gently used clothing and 
bedding/blankets. February is 
peanut butter month! 

The Journey... 

Spring 

The mission of Supply and Multiply is to share the Gospel 
and Compassion of Jesus Christ in Montrouis, Haiti.  

 
We do this by equipping and empowering indigenous 

Christians, partnering with local churches, caring for the 

vulnerable elderly, educating future generations, Bible 

Clubs,  increasing food stability, and staying always awake 

to other ways as God leads us.  

NACCC sponsored mission  

Summer 
 

 
 
 

We continue our sponsorship of the Cadman Family, 
anticipating ground breaking on their home this summer.   

 

Fall 
 

October Crop Walk 

 

 

Christian Neighbors Thanksgiving  
baskets and special collection 

 

Winter 
 

It’s time to replenish our Love Fund , 
combining the Christmas and 
Christmas Eve collections. 
 
TBD: Christmas Gift Card Tree—more 
details to come! 

Boy Scout Sunday  
February 9th! 
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Women of the church are 
invited to gather on  

February 4th  @ 10am 

Bring your lunch!  Tuesdays at 12:30.   

Lectio At Lunch Time 

GROOVE! Dance Class 
Fridays @ 10am;   

Cost: $7 
Instructor:  Heather Winia 

EveryBODY is welcome 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

by Linda Escott, Christian Education  

Join us on Wednesday nights from March 4th – April 
8th for our Lenten Soup & Bread as we “Engage God in 

the Neighborhood”! Check bulletin for study details.  

Pancake Supper & Trivia!  

Pat Gentry,  
Community Life  Captain 

     When:  
Tuesday, February 25th, 6:00 p.m.  

Where:  Fellowship Hall  

We’ll begin with a delicious pancake supper which will be 
followed by TRIVIA! So come join us for this fun time of 
fellowship as we prepare for Lent. (Children’s programming 
will be available.)  

It’s that time again!   
Betty White is offering Bridge lessons at 

her house through the month of 
February! 

 

Join the fun every Saturday at 2 pm: 

Farm House Deli & Pantry -  

February 13th @ 7pm 

She's back! Chris Ferris chef of the 

Farm House Deli & Pantry will be 

hosting an evening built for the 

CHOCOLATE lover in all of us!!! 

Together we will learn how to make a chocolate 

ganache tart, a special “sipping" chocolate, and a 

chocolate fruit and nut bark. Perfectly indulgent. Just 

in time to surprise your partner with a chocolatey 

treat for Valentine's Day! 

 

This demo class is $15 at will held on February 13th at 

7pm, reserve your place today by emailing Pastor 

Sarah at: Rev.SarahTerlouw@gmail.com or by calling 

the church office at 269-857-2929.  

mailto:Rev.SarahTerlouw@gmail.com


Subscribe to the church’s  
YouTube Channel.   

Just search “First Congregational 
Church of  

Saugatuck” .  Watch Sunday’s mes-
sage again and share it with a friend! 

Step 1 Go to https://get.tithe.ly/ , Sign Up Free, Give To Church 

Step 2 Choose to give on line or download the app on the Apple Store 

Step 3 Create an account 

Step 4 Find a church: 1st Congregational Church of Saugatuck 

Step 5 Enter your bank account or credit card information 

Step 6 Choose a one time donation or monthly/weekly recurring and  

  designate where your money is to be applied (General Fund,  

  Building, or Missions) 

https://get.tithe.ly/


Pastoral Care 
 

 Pastor Sarah makes 
pastoral calls at home 
and hospitals by  need 
and request. Feel free 

to contact her if you or someone you 
know would appreciate a visit:  989-
640-1487.or  
rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com  

 
Please be aware that hospitals and 
care facilities will not contact clergy if 
someone is being admitted. Our Shep-
herds are also happy to help coordi-
nate meal deliveries.  

 

News From The  Pews 

Building & Grounds Report 
Cindy Raue, Captain 

 
For the first quarter of the year 

 we are concentrating on fixing the exterior 
doors. On January 23rd I met with Phil from 
Glass Images.  We looked at the 5 front exterior 
doors.  

 attention to the buzz in the sanctuary from the 
new light dimmer switches 

 get some quotes on fixing front door steps and 
railings. 

 
Until we get the electrical wiring adjusted to the 
Historic doors, please leave the hallway lights 
on.  They are currently wired together. 
 
Our list of repairs is long and extensive.  We will be 
chipping away at it slowly or until something 
presents itself as needing attention before it's time. 
 
Thank you all for your words of support and 
encouragement. 
Capt'n Cindy 
 

Cancelling worship due to bad weather 

Just as a reminder, in the case of a bad winter 

weather day the decision to have worship or 

not is made between the Moderator and the 

Pastor.  If worship is canceled, it  will be 

posted it on Facebook and WOOD TV8.  Also, 

you are welcome to call/text the pastor’s cell 

phone if you are unclear as to whether 

worship is on or not.  *If we are having 

worship on a snowy day, please use your best 

judgment before venturing out. 

Office Closure:  When the Saugatuck Schools 

2020 Donation Envelope Booklets 

Pick up your donation booklets on the 

welcome table through the month of 

January.  Don’t see yours? Contact Doris: 

email office@1stcongregational.net or 

call 269*857*2929 Tues, Wed, Thurs 

mailto:rev.sarahgladstone@gmail.com


 

 

Fellowship Hosts 

02/02 –  Connie & Dan Rusiecki 
02/09 –  Kolev Family 
02/16 –  Gentry Family 
02/23 –  Birkholz Family 
 

Scripture Readers  
02/02 –   
02/09 –   
02/16 –   
02/23 –   

Welcome Team  
02/02 –   
02/09 –   
02/16 –   
02/23 –   
 
Volunteers needed  for Grilled Cheese Wednesdays. 
Sign-up sheet is on Welcome Table in Sanctuary. 
Thank you! 

Upcoming Meetings: 
Board of Ministry Meeting, 
Monday,  02/10 @ 6:30pm 

Chancel Choir  
No additional practice until March 

Katie Mayer 02/06 

Barb Baker 02/11 

Kathy Plapp 02/16 

Janna Rudich 02/20 

Marilyn Tyler 02/20 

Martin Raebel 02/22 

Bryan Shields 02/24 

Joanne Schippa 02/25 

Jeff VanderMolen 02/27 

  

  

  

  

  

Mark & Linda Kinnaman 02/10 
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Monday 
 

Tuesday 

  
 

Wednesday 
 
 

Thursday 
 
 
 

Friday 
 
  
 

Saturday 
1 
Bridge @2 

2 

   
COMMUNION 

3 

 

4 

WFC 10:00   
 
Lectio at Lunch 
12:30 pm 

5 

Grilled Cheese 
Wednesday 3-5 
 
 

6 

 

7 
Groove 10 

8 
Bridge @2 

 9     
Boy Scout      
Sunday 

10 

Board Meeting 
6:30 on 

AA Dist.3-7pm 

11 

Lectio at Lunch 
12:30 pm 

12 

Grilled Cheese 
Wednesday 3-5 

13 

COOKING 
DEMO 6PM 

14 
Groove 10 

15 
Bridge @2 

16 
 

17 18 

Lectio at Lunch 
12:30 pm 

 

19 

Grilled Cheese 
Wednesday 3-5 

20 21 
Groove 10 
 
 

22 
Bridge @2 

 
 
 

23 

Transfiguration 
Sunday 

 

24 25 

Lectio at Lunch 
12:30 pm 

PANCAKE & 
TRIVIA 6PM 

26 

Grilled Cheese 
Wednesday 3-5 
 
ASH WEDNES-
DAY 

27 28 
Groove 10 

29 
Bridge @2 

 

February 9th is Grace of Douglas Worship Service @ 2pm 

February 2020 
First Congregational Church Activity Calendar 

Sunday Worship Services – 10:00am (Nursery Provided) 
Communion 1st Sunday of the month 

Sunday School – 10:00am 
Fellowship after Worship – 11:00am 

Office Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs – 10:00-2:00 


